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Introduction 


There are some writers who are chiefly 
interesting in themselves, and some whom 
chance and the agreement of men have picked 
out as symbols and convenient indications of 
some particular group or temperament of 
opinions. To the latter it is that Sir Thomas 
More belongs. An age and a type of mind 
have found in him and his Utopia a figurehead 
and a token ; and pleasant and honourable as 
his personality and household present them- 
selves to the modern reader, it is doubtful if 
they would by this time have retained any 
peculiar distinction among the many other 
contemporaries of whom we have chance 
glimpses in letters and suchlike documents, 
were it not that he happened to be the first 
man of affairs in England to imitate the 
Republic of Plato. By that chance it fell to 
him to give the world a noun and an adjective 
of abuse, “ Utopian,” and to record how under 
the stimulus of Plato’s releasing influence 
the opening problems of our modern world 
(B964) iii A2 




presented themselves to the opening English 
mind of his time. For the most part the 
problems that exercised him are the problems 
that exercise us to-day ; some of them, it may 
be, have grown up and intermarried, new 
ones have ioined their company, but few, if 


resemblances to, and differences from, the 
modern speculative mind that his essential 
interest lies. 

The portrait presented by contemporary 
mention and his own intentional and un- 
intentional admissions, is of an active-minded 
and agreeable-mannered man, a hard worker, 
very markedly prone to quips and whimsical 
sayings and plays upon words, and aware of a 
double reputation as a man of erudition and a 
wit. This latter quality it was that won him 
advancement at court, and it may have been 
his too clearly confessed reluctance to. play 
the part of an informal table jester to his 
king that laid the grounds of that deepening 
royal resentment that ended only with his 
execution. But he was also valued by the 
king for more solid merits, he was needed by 
the king ; and it was more than a table 
scorned or a clash of opinion upon the 
validity of divorce, it was a more general 
estrangement and avoidance of service that 
iv 



caused that fit of regal petulance by which 
he died. 

It would seem that he began and ended 
his career in the orthodox religion and a 
general acc]Luiescence in the ideas and customs 
of his time, and he played an honourable and 
acceptable part in that time;^ but his 

permanent interest lies not in his general 

conformity but in his incidental scepticism, 
in the fact that underlying the observances 
and recognised rules and limitations that 
give the texture of his life were the pro- 
foundest doubts, and that, stirred and dis- 
turbed by Plato, he saw fit to write them 
down. One may doubt if such scepticism is 
in itself unusual, whether any large proportion 
of great statesmen, great ecclesiastics, and 
administrators have escaped phases of de- 
structive self-criticism, of destructive criticism 
of the principles upon which their general 
careers were framed. But few have made so 
public an admission as Sir Thomas More. 
A good Catholic undoubtedly he was, and yet 
we find him capable of conceiving a non- 
Christian community excelling all Christendom 
in wisdom and virtue; in practice his sense 
of conformity and orthodoxy was manifest 
enough, but in his Utopia he ventures to 
contemplate, and that not merely wistfully 
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but with some confidence, the possibility of 
an absolute religious toleration. 

The is none the less interesM^ 

because it is one of the most profoundly 
inconsistent of books. Never were the forms 
of Socialism and Communism animated by so 
entirely an Individualist soul. The hands 
are the hands of Plato, the wide-thinking 
Greek, but the voice is the voice of 

a humane, public-spirited but limited and 

very practical English gentleman who takes 
the inferiority of his inferiors for granted, 
dislikes friars and tramps and loafers and all 
undisciplined and unproductive people, and is 
ruler in his own household. He abounds in 
sound practical ideas, for the migration of 
harvesters, for the universality of gardens and 
the artificial incubation of eggs, and he sweeps 
aside all Plato’s suggestion of the citizen 
woman as though it had never entered his 
mind. He had indeed the Whig temperament, 
and it manifested itself down even to the 
practice of reading aloud in company which 
still prevails among the more representative 
survivors of the Whig tradition. He argues 
ably against private property, but no thought 
of any such radicalism as the admission of 
those poor peons of his, with head half-shaved 
and glaring uniform against escape, to 
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participation in ownership appears in his 
proposals. His communism is all for the 
convenience of his Syphogrants andTranibores, 
those gentlemen of gravity and experience, 
lest one should swell up above the others. So 
too is the essential Whiggery of the limitation 
of the Princess revenues. It is the very spirit 
of eighteenth-century Constitutionalism. And 
his Whiggery bears Utilitarianism instead of 
the vanity of a flower. Among his cities, all 
of a size, so that “he that knoweth one 
knoweth all,” the Benthamite would have 
revised his sceptical theology and admitted 
the possibility of heaven. 

Like any Whig, More exalted reason above 
the imagination at every point, and so he fails 
to understand the magic prestige of gold, 
making that beautiful metal into vessels of 
dishonour to urge' his case against it ; nor had 
he any perception of the charm of extravagance, 
for example, or the desirability of various 
clothing. The Utopians went all in coarse 
linen and undyed wool — why should the world 
be coloured ? — and all the economy of labour 
and shortening of the working day was to no 
other end than to prolong the years of study 
and the joys of reading aloud, the simple 
satisfactions of the good boy at his lessons, to 
the very end of life. “ In the institution of 
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that weal publique this end is only and chiefly 
pretended and minded, that what time may 
possibly be spared from the necessary occupa- 
tions and affairs of the commonwealth, all 
that the citizens should withdraw from the 
bodily service to the free liberty of the mind 
and garnishing of the same. For herein they 
suppose the felicity of this life to consist. 

Indeed it is no paradox to say that the 
Utopia, which has by a conspiracy of accidents 
become proverb for undisciplined fanci- 
fulness in social and political matters, is in 
reality a very unimaginative work. In that, 
next to the accident of its priority, lies the 
secret of its continuing interest. In some 
respects it is like one of those precious and 
delightful scrap-books people disinter in old 
country houses ; its very poverty of synthetic 
power leaves its ingredients, the cuttings from 
and imitations of Plato, the recipe for the 
hatching of eggs, the stern resolutions against 
scoundrels and rough fellows, all the sharper 
and brighter. There will always be found 
people to, read in it, over and above the count- 
less multitudes who will continue ignorantly 
to use its name for everything most alien to 
More’s essential quality. 

H, G. WELLS. 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE, AND HIS 
VERY SINGULAR GOOD MASTER, 

MASTER WILLIAM CECIL, 

Esquire, 

ONE OF THE TWO PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES TO 
THE KING, HIS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

RALPH ROBINSON WISHETH CONTINUANCE 
OF HEALTH, WITH DAILY INCREASE OF 
VIRTUE AND HONOUR 




Upon a time, when tidings came to the city 
Corinth that King Philip, father to Alexander 
surnamed the Great, was coming thitherward 
with an army royal to lay siege to the city, 
the Corinthians being forthwith stricken 
with great fear, began busily and earnestly 
to look about them, and to fall to work of all 
hands. Some to scour and trim up harness, 
stones, some to amend and 
some to rampire an 
and fortresses, some one 
some another for the defending 
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TO WiLLlA.W CECli.. 

and strengthening of the city. Tfie which 
busy labour and toil of theirs when Diogenes 
the philosopher saw, having_ no profitable 
business whereupon to set himself to work 
(neither any man required his labour and 
help as expedient for the commonwealth in 
that necessity), immediately girded about him 
his philosophical cloak, and began to roll and * 
tumble up and down hither and thither upon 
the hillside, that lieth adjoining to the city, 
his great barrel or tun wherein he dwelt ; for 
other dwelling-place would he have none. This 
seeing, one of his friends, and not a little musing 
thereat, came to him : And “ I pray thee, 
Diogenes ” (quoth he) “ why doest thou thus, 
or what meanest thou hereby ? ” “ Forsooth I 

am tumbling my tub too ” (quoth he) “ because 
it were no reason that only should be idle 
where so many be working. In semblable 
manner, right honourable sir, though I be, 
as I am indeed, of much less ability than 
Diogenes was to do anything that shall or 
may be for the advancement and commodity of 
the public wealth of my native country : yet 
I, seeing every sort and kind oi people in their 
vocation and degree busily occupied about 
the commonwealth’s affairs : and ^ especially 
learned men daily putting forth in writing 
new inventions and devices to the furtherance 
of the same ; thought it my bounden duty to 
God, and to my country, so to tumble my 
tub, I mean so to occupy and exercise myself 
in bestowing such spare hours as I, being at 
the beck and commandment of others, could 
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conveniently win to myself : that though no 
commodity of that my labour and travail to 
the public weal should arise, yet it might by 
this appear that mine endeavour and good- 
will hereunto was not lacking. To the 
accomplishment, therefore, and fulfilling of 
this my mind and purpose, I took upon me 
to turn and translate out of Latin into our 
English tongue the fruitful and profitable 
book which Sir Thomas More, knight, com- 
piled and made of the new isle Utopia, 
containing and setting forth the best state 
and form of a public weal, a work (as it 
appeareth) written almost forty years ago by 
the said Sir Thomas More the author thereof. 
The which man, forasmuch as he was a man 
of late time, yea almost of this our days : and 
for the excellent qualities wherewith the 
great goodness of God had plentifully endowed 
him, and for the high place and room where- 
unto his prince had most graciously called , 
him, notably well known, not only among us 
his countrymen, but also in foreign countries 
and nations : therefore I have not much to 
speak of him. This only I say : that it is 
much to be lamented of all, and not only of 
us Englishmen, that a man of so incomparable 
wit, of so profound knowledge, of so absolute 
learning, and of so fine eloquence, was yet 
nevertheless so much blinded, rather with 
obstinacy than with ignorance, that he could 
not, or rather would not, see the shining light 
of God’s holy truth in certain principal points 
of Christian religion : but did rather choose to 
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stubborn obstinacy even to tne very uca.x.. 
This I say is a thing much to be lamented. 
But letting this matter pass, I return again to 
Utopia. Which (as I said before) is a work 
not only for the matter that it contameth, 
fruitful and profitable, but also for the writer s 
eloquent Latin style, pleasant and delectable. 
Which he that readeth in Latin, as the author 
himself wrote it, perfectly understanding the 
same : doubtless he shall take great pleasure^ 
and delight both in the sweet eloquence of 
the writer, and also in the witty invention 
and fine conveyance or disposition of the 
matter: but most of all in the good and 
wholesome lessons which be there m great 
plenty and abundance. But now I fear 
greatly that in this my simple translation, 
through my rudeness and ignorance in our 
English tongue, all the grace and pleasure of 
the eloquence wherewith the matter in Latin 
is finely set forth may seem to be utterly 
excluded and lost : and therefore the fruitful- 
ness of the matter itself much, peradventure^, 
diminished and appaired. For who knoweth 
not, which knoweth anything, that an eloquent 
style setteth forth and highly commendeth a 
mean matter? Whereas, on the other side, 
rude and unlearned speech defaceth and 
disgraceth a very good matter. According 
as I heard once a wise man say : A good tale 
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myself, and also knowing and knowl edging 
the barbarous rudeness of my translation, was 
fully determined never to have put it forth in 
print, had it not been for certain friends of 
mine, and especially one, whom above all 
other I regarded, a man of sage and discreet 
wit, and in worldly matters by long use well 
experienced, whose name is George Tadlowe : 
an honest citizen of London, and in the same 
city well accepted and of good reputation : 
at whose request and instance I first took 
upon my weak and feeble shoulders the heavy 
and weighty burden of this great entpprise. 
This man with divers other, but this man 
chiefiy (for he was able to do more with me 
than many other), after that I had once rudely 
brought the work to an end, ceased^ not by all 
means possible continually to assault me, until 
; he had at the last, what by the force of his 

' arguments and strong reasons, and what by 

f his authority, so persuaded me, that he caused 

[ me to agree and consent to the imprinting 

5 hereof. He, therefore, as the chief persuader, 

* must take upon him the danger which upon 

I this bold and rash enterprise shall ensue. I, 

as 1 suppose, am herein clearly acquit and 
discharged of all blame. Yet, honourable sir, 
for the better avoiding of envious and malicious 
tongues, I (knowing you to be a man, not 
only profoundly learned, and well affected 
towards all such as either can or will take 
f pains in the well bestowing of that poor talent 

" which GOD hath endued them with : but 

also for your godly disposition and virtuous 
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qualities not unworthily now placed m 
authority and called to honour) am the bolder 
humbly to offer and dedicate unto your good 
mastership this my simple work. Partly that 
under the safe conduct ot your protection it 
may the better be defended from the obloquy 
of them which can say well by nothing that 
pleaseth not their fond and corrupt judgments, 
though it be else both fruitful and godly ; 
and partly that by the means of this homely 
present I may the better renew and revive 
{which of late, as you know, I have already 
begun to do) that old acquaintance that was 
between you and me in the time or our 
childhood, being then schoolfellows together. 
Not doubting that you for your native goodness 
and gentleness will accept in good part this 
poor gift, as an argument or token that mine 
old goodwill and hearty affection towards 
you is not, by reason of long tract of time 
and separation of our bodies, anything at all 
quailed and diminished, but^ rather (I 

and increased. This, 


hath advanced you to such fortune and dignity, 
that you be of ability to accept thankfully as 
well a man’s goodwill as his gift. The same 
God grant you and all yours long and joyrully 
to continue in all godliness and prosperity. 



THE TRANSLATOR TO THE 
GENTLE READER 

Thou shalt understand, gentle reader, that 
though this work of Utopia in English comes 
now the second time forth in print, ^ yet was 
it never my mind nor intent that it should 
ever have been imprinted at all, as who for 
no such purpose took upon me at the first 
the translation thereof ; but did it only at the 
request of a friend, for his own private use, 
upon hope that he would have kept it secret 
to himself alone. Whom though I knew to 
be a man indeed, both very witty and also 
skilful, yet was I certain that in the know- 
ledge of the Latin tongue he was not so well 
seen as to be able to judge of the fineness or 
coarseness of my translation. Wherefore I 
went the more slightly through with it, pro- 
pounding to myself therein rather to please 
my said friend^s judgment than mine own. 
To the meanness of whose learning I thought 
it my part to submit and attemper my style. 
Lightly, therefore, I overran the whole work, 
and in short time, with more haste than good 
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speed, I brought it to an end. But, as the 
Latin proverb sayeth : “ The hastv bitch 
bringeth forth blind whelps.’^ Fo: when 
this my work was finished, the rudeness 
thereof showed it to be done in post-haste. 
Howbeit, rude and base though it were', yet 
fortune so ruled the matter that to imprinting 
it came, and that partly against my will. 
Howbeit, not being able in this behalf to 
resist the pithy persuasions of my friends, and 
perceiving therefore none other remedy, but 
that forth it should, I comforted myself for 
the time only with this notable saying of 
Terence — 

Ita njtta est ho77iinum^ quasi qtiim ludas tesseris. 

Si illud, quod est Tuaxuine opus jactu non cadit : 

Illudf quod cecidit fo 7 'te, id arte ut corrigas. 

In which verses the poet likeneth or com- 
pareth the life of man to a dice-playing or a 
game at the tables : Meaning therein, if that 
chance rise not which is most for the player’s 
advantage, that then the chance, which fortune 
hath sent, ought so cunningly to be played, 
as may be to the player least damage. ^ By the 
which worthy similitude surely the witty poet 
giveth us to understand, that though in any of 
our acts and doings (as it oft chanceth) we 
happen to fail and miss of our good pretensed 
purpose, so that the success and our intent 
prove things far odd : yet so we ought with 
witty circumspection to handle the matter, 
that no evil or incommodity, as far forth as 
may be, and as in us lieth, do thereof ensue. 
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Accorcing to the which counsel, though I am 
indeed ,’n comparison of an expert gamester 
and a cu^nning player but a very bungler, yet 
have I m this by-chance, that, on my side un- 
awares hath fallen, so (I suppose) behaved 
myself that, as doubtless it might have been 
of me much more cunningly handled had I 
forethought so much or doubted any ^such 
set^uel at the beginning of my play, so 1 am 
sure it had been much worse than it is if I 
had not in the end looked somewhat earnestly 
to my game. For though this work came not 
from me so line, so perfect, and so exact yet 
at first, as surely for my small learning it 
should have done if I had then meant the 
publishing thereof in print : yet I trusty! have 
nowin this second edition taken about it such 
pains that very few great faults and notable 
errors are in it to be found. Now, therefore, 
most gentle reader, the meanness of this 
. simple translation, and the faults that be 
. therein (as I fear much there be some), I 
doubt not but thou wilt, in just consideration 
:of the premises, gently and favourably wink 
at them. So doing thou shalt minister unto 
me good cause to think my labour and pains 
herein not altogether bestowed in vain. 
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THOMAS MORE TO PETER GILES 
SENDETH GREETING 


I AM almost ashamed, right well-bel<5ved 
Giles, to send unto you this book of the 
Utopian commonwealth, well-nigh after a 
year’s space, which I am sure you looked for 
within a month and a half. And no marvel. 
For you knew well enough that I was already 
disburdened of all the labour and study 
to the invention in this work, and 


matter : and tneretore naa ncreiu 
else to do, but only to rehearse those things 
which you and I together heard master 
Raphael tell and declare. Wherefore there 
was no cause why I should study to set fo^h 
the matter with eloquence : forasmuch as his 
talk could not be fine and eloquent, being 
first not studied for, but sudden and unpre- 
meditated, and then, as you know, of a man 
better seen in the Greek language than in the 
Latin tongue. And my writing, the nearer it 
should approach to his homely, plain, and simple 
II 



speech, so much the nigher should it go to the 
truth : which is the only mark whereunto I 
do and ought to direct all my travail and 
study herein. I grant and confess, friend Peter, 
myself discharged of so much labour, having 
all these things ready done to my hand, that 
almost there was nothing left for me to do. 
Else either the invention or the disposition 
of this matter might have required of a wit 
neither base, neither at all unlearned, both 
some time and leisure, and also some study. 
But if it were requisite and necessary that 
the matter should also have been written 
eloquently, and not alone truly, of a surety 
that thing could I have performed by no time 
nor study. But now seeing all these cares, 
stays, and lets were taken away, wherein else 
so much labour and study should have been 
employed, and that there remained no other 
thing for me to do but only to write plainly 
the matter as I heard it spoken : that indeed 
was a thing light and easy to be done. How- 
beit to the dispatching of this so little 
business, my other cares and troubles did 
leave almost less than no leisure. While I 
do daily bestow my time about law matters : 
some to plead, some to hear, some as an 
arbitrator with mine award to determine, 
some as an umpire or a judge with my 
sentence finally to discuss. While I go one 
way to see and visit my friend : another way 
about mine own private afi-airs. While I 
spend almost all the day abroad among others, 
and the residue at home among mine own : 
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I leave to myself, I mean to my book, no time. 
For when I km come home, I must commune 
with my wife, chat with my children, and 
talk with my servants. All the which things 
I reckon and accompt among business, foras- 
much as they must of necessity be done : and 
done must they needs be, unless a man will be 
stranger in his own house. And in any wise 
a man must so fashion and order his con- , 
ditions, and so appoint and dispose himself, 
that he be merry, jocund, and pleasant among 
them, whom either nature hath provided, or 
chance hath made, or he himself hath chosen 
to be the fellows and companions of his life : 
so that with too much gentle behaviour and 
familiarity he do not mar them, and by too 
much sufferance of his servants make them 
his masters. Among these things now re- 
hearsed, stealeth away the day, the month, 
the year. When do I write, then ? And all 
this while have I spoken^ no word of sleep, 
neither y^et of meat, which among a great 
number doth waste no , less time than doth 
sleep, wherein almost half the lifetime of 
man creepeth away. I therefore do win and 
get only that time which I steal from sleep 
and meat. Which time, because it is very 
little, and yet somewhat it is, therefore have 
I once at the last, though it be long first, 
finished Utopia, and have sent it to you, friend 
Peter, to read and peruse, to the intent that 
if anything have escaped me, you might put 
me in remembrance of it. For though in this 
behalf I do not greatly mistrust myself (which 


would God I were sonicwha.t in wit smd 
learning, as I am not all of the worst and 
dullest memory), yet have J not so great trust 
and confidence in it that I think nothing 
could fall out of my mind. For John Clement, 
my boy, who as you know was there present 
with us, whom I suffer to be away from no 
talk wherein may be any profit or goodness 
(for out of this young-bladed and new-shot- 
up corn, which hath already begun to spring 
up both in Latin and Greek learning, I look 
for plentiful increase at length of goodly ripe 
grain), he I say hath brought me into a great 
doubt. For whereas Hythloday (unless my 
memory fails me) said that the bridge of 
Amaurote, which goeth over the ^ river of 
Anyder, is five hundred paces, that is to say, 
half a mile in length ; my John sayeth that 
two hundred of those paces must be plucked 
away, for that the river containeth , there not 
above three hundred paces in breadth. I pray 
you heartily call the matter to your remem- 
brance. For if you agree with him, I also will 
say as you say, and confess myself deceived. 
But if you cannot remember the thing, then 
surely I will write as I have done, and as mine 
own remembrance serveth me. For as I will 
take good heed that there be in my book 
nothing false, so if there be anything doubtful, 
I will rather tell a lie than make a lie : 
because I had rather be good than wily. 
Howbeit this matter may easily be remedied, 
if you will take the pains to ask the question 
of Raphael himself by word of mouth, if he 





be now with you, or else by your letters. 
Which you must needs do for another 
doubt also that hath chanced, through whose 
fault I cannot tell : whether through mine, 
or yours, or RaphaePs. For neither we re- 
member to inquire of him, nor he to tell us, 
in what part of the new world Utopia is 
situate. The which thing, I had rather have 
spent no small sum of money, than that it 
should thus have escaped us : as well for. that 
I am ashamed to be ignorant in what sea that 
island standeth, whereof I write so long a 
treatise, as also because there be with us 
certain men, and especially one virtuous and 
godly man, and a professor of divinity, who 
is exceeding desirous to go unto Utopia : not 
for a vain and curious desire to see news, but 
to the intent he may further and increase our 
religion, which is there already luckily begun. 
And that he may the better accomplish and 
perform this his good intent, he is minded to 
procure that he may be sent thither by the 
high Bishop : yea, and that he himself may 
be made Bishop of Utopia, being nothing 
scrupulous herein, that he must obtain this 
Bishopric with suit. For he counteth that 
a godly suit which proceedeth not of the 
desire of honour or lucre, but only of a godly 
zeal. Wherefore I most earnestly desire you, 
friend Peter, to talk with Hythlodaye, if you 
can, face to face, or else to write your letters 
to him, and so to work in this matter that in 
this my book there may neither anything be 
found which is untrue, neither anything be 

^5 




TO PETER GILES 

lacking which is true. And I think verily it 
shall be well done that you show unto him 
the book itself. For if I have missed or failed 
in any point, or if any fault have escaped me, 
no man can so well correct and amend it as 
he can ; and yet that can he not do, unless 
he peruse and read over my book written. 
Moreover by this means shall you perceive 
whether he be well willing and content that 
I should undertake to put this work in writing. 
For if he be minded to publish and put forth 
his own labours and travails himself, per- 
chance he would be loath, and so would I 
also, that in publishing the Utopian weal 
public, I should prevent him, and take from 
hifu the fiower and grace of the novelty of 
this his history, Howbeit, to say the very 
truth, I am not yet fully determined with 
myself whether I will put forth my book or 
no. For the natures of men be so divers, the 
fantasies, of some so wayward, their minds so 
unkind, their judgments so corrupt, that they 
which lead a merry and a jocund life, following 
their own sensual pleasures and carnal lusts, 
may seem to be in a much better state or case 
than they that vex and unquiet themselves 
with cares end study for the putting forth and 
publishing of some thing that maybe either 
profit or pleasure to others: which others 
nevertheless will disdainfully, scornfully, and 
unkindly accept the same. The most part of 
all be unlearned. And a great number hath 
learning in contempt. The rude and barbar- 
ous alloweth nothing but that which is very 


barbarous indeed. If it be one that hath a 
little smack of learning, he rejecteth as homely 
gear and common ware whatsoever is not 
stuffed full of old moth-eaten terms, and that 
be worn out of use. Some there be that have 
pleasure only in old rusty antiquities. And 
some only in their own doings. One is so 
sour, so crabbed, and so unpleasant, that he 
can away with no mirth nor sport. Another 
is so narrow between the shoulders, that he 
can bear no jests nor taunts. Some silly 
poor souls be so afraid that at every snappish 
word their nose shall be bitten of, that they 
stand in no less dread of every quick and 
sharp word than he that is bitten of a mad 
dog feareth water. Some be so mutable and 
wavering, that every hour they be in a new 
mind, saying one thing sitting and another 
thing standing. Another sort sitteth upon 
their ale benches, and there among their 
cups they give judgment of the wits of writers, 
and with great authority they condemn even 
as pleaseth them every writer according to 
his writing, in most spiteful manner mocking, 
louting, and flouting them, being themselves 
in the mean season safe, and as sayeth the 
proverb, out of all danger of gunshot. For 
why, they be so smug and smooth, that they 
have not so much as one hair of an honest 
man whereby one may take hold of them. 
There be, moreover, some so unkind and 
ungentle, that though they take great pleasure 
and delectation in* the work, yet for all that 
they cannot find in their hearts to love the 
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author thereof, nor to afford him a good 
word, being much like uncourteous, unthank- 
ful, and churlish guests. Which when they 
have with good and dainty meats well fill 
their bellies, depart home, giving no thanks 
to the feast-maker. Go your ways now, and 
make a costly feast at your own charges for 
guests so dainty-mouthed, so diverse in taste, 
Ini besides that of so unkind and unthankful 
natures. But nevertheless (friend Peter) do, 
I pray you, with Hythloday as I billed you 
beforl And as for this matter I sha,ll be at 
mv liberty afterwards to take new advisement. 
nLbeit, seeing I have taken great pains and 
labour in writing the matter, if it may stand 
. with his mind and pleasure, I will, as touching 
the edition or publishing of the book, follow 
the counsel and advice of my friends, and 
specially yours. Thus fare you well right 
heartily beloved friend.Peter, with yom gentle 
wife : and love me as you have ever done, tor 
I love you better than ever I did. 
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Concerning the Best State 
of a Commonwealth 

The most victorious and triumphant King of 
England, Henry, the Eighth of that name, in 
all royal virtues a Prince most peerless, had 
of late in controversy with Charles, the right 
high and mighty King of Castile, weighty 
matters and of great importance. For the 
debatement and final determination whereof, 
the King’s Majesty sent me ambassador into 
Flanders, joined in Commission with Cuth- 
bert Tunstall, a man doubtless out of com- 
parison, and whom the King’s Majesty of late, 
to the great rejoicing of all men, did prefer to 
the office of Master of the Rolls. 

But of this man’s praises I will say nothing, 
not because I do fear that small credence 
shall be given to the testimony that cometh 
out of a friend’s mouth ; but because his 
virtue and learning be greater, and of more 
excellency, than that I am able to praise 
them, and also in all places so famous and 
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so perfectly well known, that they need not, 
nor ought not of me to be praised, unless I 
would seem to show and set forth the bright- 
ness of the sun with a candle, as the proverb 
sayeth. There met us at Bruges (for thus it 
was before agreed) they whom their Prince 
had for that matter appointed Commissioners, 
excellent men all. The chief and the head 
of them was the Margrave (as they call him) 
of Bruges, a right honourable man ; but the 
wisest and the best spoken of them was 
George Temsice, provost of Cassel, a man, 
not only by learning, but also by nature, of 
singular eloquence, and in the laws profoundly 
learned : but in reasoning and debating of 
matters, what by his natural wit, and what 
by daily exercise, surely he had few fellows. 
After that we had once or twice met, and 
upon certain points or articles could not fully 
and thoroughly agree, they for a certain space 
took their leave of us, and departed to Brussels, 
there to know their Prince's pleasure, I in 
the meantime (for so my business lay) went 
straight thence to Antwerp. Whilst I was 
there abiding, oftentimes among others, but 
which to me was fnore welcome than any 
other, did visit me one Peter Giles, a citizen 
of Antwerp, a man there in his country of 
honest reputation, and also preferred to high 
promotions, worthy truly of the highest. For 
it is hard to say whether the young man be 
in learning or in honesty more excellent. 
For he is both of wonderful virtuous con- 
ditions, and also singularly well, learned, and 
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towards all sorts of people exceeding gentle, 
but towards his friends so kind-hearted, so 
loving, so faithful, so trusty, and of so earnest 
affection, that it were very hard in any place 
to find a man that with him in all points of 
friendship may be compared. No man can 
be more lowly or courteous. No man useth 
less simulation or dissimulation ; in no man is 
more prudent simplicity. Besides this, he is 
in his talk and communication so merry and 
pleasant, yea and that without harm, that 
through his gentle entertainment, and his 
sweet and delectable communication, in me 
was greatly abated and diminished the fervent 
desire that I had to see my native country, 
my wife and my children, whom then 1 did 
much long and covet to see, because that at 
that time I had been more than four months 
from them. Upon a certain day when . I had 
heard the divine service in Our Lady’s Church, 
which is the fairest, the most gorgeous and 
curious church of building in all the City, 
and also most frequented of people, and the 
service being done, was ready to go home to 
my lodging, I chanced to espy this foresaid 
Peter talking with a certain stranger, a man 
well stricken in age, with a black, sunburnt 
face, a long beard, and a cloak cast homely 
about his shoulders, whom, by his favour^ and 
apparel, forthwith I judged to be a mariner. 
But the said Peter seeing me, came unto me 
and saluted me. And as I was about to 
answer him : “ See you this man ? ” sayeth he 
(and therewith he pointed to the man that I 




saw him talking with before). “ I was minded,’^ 
quoth he, “to bring him straight home to you.” 
“ He should have been very welcome to me,” 
said I, “for your sake.” “Nay” (quoth he), 
“ for his own sake, if you knew him ; for there 
is no man this day living that can tell you 
of so many strange and unknown peoples and 
countries as this man can. And I know well 
that you be very desirous to hear of such 
news.” “Then I conjectured not far amiss ” 
(quoth I),; “for even at the first sight I judged 
him to be a mariner.” “Nay” (quoth he), 
“ there ye were greatly deceived : he hath 
sailed, indeed, not as the mariner Palinurus, 
but as the expert and prudent prince Ulysses : 
yea, rather as the ancient and sage philosopher 
Plato. For this same Raphael Hythloday (for 
this is his name) is very well learned in the 
Latinfitongue ; but profound and excellent in 
the Greek language. Wherein he ever be- 
stowed more study than in the Latin, because 
he had given himself wholly to the study of 
Philosophy. Whereof he knew that there 
is nothing extant in Latin that is to any 
purpose, saving a few of Seneca’s and Cicero’s 
doings. His patrimony that he was born unto, 
he left to his brethren (for he is a Portugal 
born), and for the desire that he had to see 
and know the far countries of the world, he 
joined himself in company with Amerigo 
Vespucci, and in the three last voyages of 
those four that be now in print and abroad 
in every man’s hands, he continued still in 
his company, saving that in the last voyage 
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he came not home again with him. For he 
made such means and shift, what byintreatance, 
and what by importune suit, that he got licence 
of Master Amerigo (though it were sore against 
his will) to be one of the twenty-four which 
in the end of the last voyage were left in the 
country of Gulike. He was therefore left 
behind for his mind’s sake, as one that took 
more thought and care for travelling than 
dying ; having customably in his mouth these 
sayings. He that hath no grave, is covered 
with the sky : and, the way to heaven out of 
all places is of like length and distance. 
Which fantasy of his (if God had not been 
his better friend) he had surely bought full 
dear. But after the departing of Master 
Vespucci, when he had travelled through and 
about many countries with five of his com- 
panions, Giilikianes, at the last by marvellous 
chance he arrived in Taprobane, from whence 
he went to Calicut, where he chanced to find 
certain of his country’s ships, wherein he re- 
turned again into his country, nothing less than 
looked for.” All this when Peter had told me, 
1 thanked him for his gentle kindness, that he 
had vouchsafed to bring me to the speech of 
that man, whose communication he thought 
should be to me pleasant and acceptablc. 
And therewith I turned me to Raphael. 
And when we had hailsed each other, and 
had spoken these common words that be 
customably spoken at the first meeting and 
acquaintance of strangers, we went thence 
to my house, and there in my garden, upon 
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a bench covered with green turf, we sat 
down talking together. There he told us 
how that, after the departing of Vespucci, he 
and his fellows that tarried behind in Gulike 
began by little and little, through fair and 
gentle speech, to win the love and favour of 
the people of that country, insomuch that 
within short space they did dwell amongst 
them, not only harmless, but also occupying 
with them very familiarly. He told us also 
that they were in high, reputation and favour 
with a certain great man (w’^hose name and 
country is now quite out of my remembrance), 
which of his mere liberality did bear the costs 
and charges of him and his five companions. 
And besides that gave them a trusty guide to 
conduct them in their journey (which by 
water was in boats, and by land in wagons) 
and^to bring them to other Princes with very 
friendly commendations. Thus after many 
days’- journeys, he said, they found towns, 
and cities, and weal publics, full of people, 
governed by good and wholesome laws.. For 
under the line equinoctial, and on both sides 
of the same, as far as the sun doth extend his 
course^ lieth (quoth he) great and wide deserts 
and, wildernesses, parched, burned, and dried 
up with continual and intolerable heat. All 
things be hideous, terrible, loathsome, and 
unpleasant to behold : all things out of 
fashion and comeliness, inhabited with wild 
beasts and serpents, or, at the leastwise, with 
people that be no less savage, wild, and 
noisome than the very beasts themselves 
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be. But a little farther ^ beyond that, all 
things begin by little and little to wax 
pleasant. The air soft, temperate, and 
gentle. The ground covered with green 
grass. Less wildness in the beasts. At the 
last shall ye come again to people, cities, and 
towns wherein is continual intercourse and 
occupying of merchandise and chaffer, not 
only among themselves and with their 
borderers, but also with merchants of far 
countries, both by land and water. ‘‘There 
1 had occasion ’’ (said he) “to go to many 
countries on every side. For there was no 
ship ready to any voyage or journey, but 1 
and my fellows were into it very gladly 
received.” The ships, that they found first 
were made plain, fiat and broad in the bottom, 
troughwise. The sails were made of great 
rushes, or of wickers, and in some places of 
leather. Afterward they found ships with 
ridged keels, and sails of canvas, ‘ yea, and 
shortly after, having all things like ours. The 
shipmen also very expert and cunning, both 
in the sea and in the weather. But he said 
that he found great favour and friendship 
among them for teaching them the feat and 
the use of the loadstone. Which to them 
before that time was unknown. And therefore 
they were w^ont to be very timorous ^nd 
fearful upon the sea : nor to venture upon 
it, but only in the summer time* But now 
they have such a confidence in that stone 
that they fear not stormy winter : in so doing 
farther from care than danger. Insomuch 
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that it is greatly to be doubted lest that thing, 
through their own foolish hardiness, shall 
turn them to evil and harm, which at the 
first was supposed should be to them good 
and commodious. But what he told us that 
he saw in every country where he came, it 
were very long to declare. Neither is it my 
purpose at this time to make rehearsal thereof. 
But peradvcnture in another place I will 
speak of it, chiefly such things as shall be 
profitable to be known, as in special be those 
decrees and ordinances that he marked to be 
well and wittily provided and enacted among 
such peoples as do live together in a civil 
policy and good order. For of such things 
did we busily inquire and demand of him, 
and he likewise very willingly told us of the 
same. But as for monsters, because they be 
no news, of them we were nothing inquisitive. 
For nothing is more easy to be found than 
be barking Scyllas, ravening Celenos, and 
Lestrygoncs, devourers of people, and such-like 
great and incredible monsters. But to find 
citizens ruled by good and wholesome laws, 
that is an exceeding rare and hard thing. 
But as he marked many fond and foolish laws 
in those new-found lands, so he rehearsed 
divers acts and constitutions, whereby these 
oiir’ cities, nations, countries, and kingdoms 
may take example to amend their faults, 
enormities, and errors. Whereof in another 
place (as I said) I will intreat. Now at this 
time I am determined to rehearse only that 
he told us of the manners, customs, laws, and 
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ordinances of the Utopians, But first I will 
repeat our former communication by the 
occasion, and (as I might say) the drift 
whereof he was brought into the mention of 
that weal public. 

P'or, when. Raphael had very prudently 
touched divers things that be amiss, some 
here and some there, yea, very many on both 
parts, and again had spoken of such wise 
laws and prudent decrees as be established 
and used, both here among us and also there 
among them, as a man so perfect and expert 
in the laws and customs of every several 
country, as though into what place soever 
he came guestwise, there he had led all his 
life : then Peter much marvelling at the 
man, ‘^Surely, Master Raphael’’ (quoth he), 
wonder greatly why you get you not into 
some king’s court. For I am sure there is no 
prince living that wmuld not be very glad of 
you, as a man not only able highly to delight 
him with your profound learning, and this 
your knowledge of countries and peoples, but 
also meet to instruct him with examples, and 
help him with counsel. And thus doing, you 
shall bring yourself in a verv good case, and 
also be of ability to help all your friends and 
kinsfolk.” ‘‘‘As concerning my friends and kins- 
folk ” (quoth he) “ I pass not greatly for them. 
For I think I have sufficiently done my part 
towards them already. For these things that 
other men do not depart from until they be 
old and sick, yea, which they be then very 
loath to leave, when they can no longer keep, 
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.5 things did I, being not only 
good health, but also in the 
routh, divide among my friends 
Which I think with this my 
hold them contented, and 
look that, besides this, I 
1 . 2; myself in bondage 
« Nay, God'^ forbid that” (quoth 
mind that you should be 
as a retainer to them 
Which surely I think is the 
1 can devise how to bestow 
fruitfully, not only tor the private 
ir friends, and for the general 


those very same 
lusty and in j 
flower of my y 
and kinsfolk, 
liberality ought to 
not to require nor to ^ 
should for their sakes' give 

unto kings. 

Peter). . “ It is not my 

in bondage to kings^,_but 
at your pleasure. 

Highest way that you 
your time f- . 

commodity of you: • i„ u,nf also tor 

oTofit of all sorts of people, but also tor 
Ihe advancement of yourself , to a much 
wealthier state and condition than you be now 
‘‘To a wealthier condition (quoth 
Ranhael) “by that means, that my .mind 
sWeth clea/ against ? Now I live at hberty 
after mine own mind and pleasure, vvhich I 
think very few of these great states and peers 
of realms can say. Yea, and there be enough 
of them that sue for great t“en s friendships . 
and therefore think it no great hurt if they 
have not me, nor three or four such other 
as I am.” “Well, I perceive plainly, friend 
Raphael” (quoth I), “that you be cksirom 
neither of riches nor of power. And trulj 
T have in no less reverence and estimatior 
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free courage of yours, if you can find in your 
heart so to appoint and dispose yourself, that 
you may apply your wit and diligence to the 
profit of the weal public, though it be 
somewhat to your own pain and hindrance. 
And this shall you never so well do, nor with 
so great profit perform, as if you be of some 
great prince’s council, and put into his head 
(as I doubt not but you will) honest opinions 
and virtuous persuasions. For from the prince, 
as from a perpetual well-spring, cometh 
among the people the flood of all that is good 
or evil. But in you is so perfect learning, that 
■without any experience, and again so great 
experience, that without any learning, you may 
well be any king’s counsellor.” “You be 
twice deceived, Master More ” (quoth he), 
“first in me, and again in the thing kself* 
For neither is in me the ability that you force 
upon me, and if it were never so much, yet 
in disquieting mine own quietness I should 
nothing further the weal public. For first of 
all, the most part of all princes have more de- 
light in warlike matters and feats of chivalry 
(the knowledge whereof I neither have nor 
desire) than in the good feats of peace ; and 
employ much more study, how by right or by 
wrong to enlarge their dominions, than how 
' well and peaceably to rule and govern what 
they have already. Moreover, they that be 
counsellors to kings, every one of them either 
is of himself so wise indeed that he needeth 
not, or else he thinketh himself so wise that 
he will not allow, another man’s counsel, saving 



assent to the fond and foolish sayings of 
certain great men. Whose favours, because 
they be in high authority with their prince, 
by assentation and flattery they labour to 
obtain* And verily it is naturally given to 
all men to esteem their own inventions best. 
So both the raven and the ape think their own 
young ones fairest. Then if a man in such 

a company, where some disdain and have 

despite at other men’s inventions, and soine 
count their own best, if among such men (I 
say) a man should bring forth anything that 
he hath read done in times past, or that he 
hath seen, done in other places, there the 
hearers fare as though the whole existimation 
of their wisdom were in jeopardy to be over- 
thrown, and that ever after they should be 
counted for very dizzards, unless they could 
in other men’s inventions pick out matter to 
reprehend and find fault at. If all other 
poor helps fail, then this is their extreme 
refuge. These things (say they) pleased our 
forefathers and ancestors; would God we 
could be so wise as they were : and as though 
they had wittily concluded the matter, and 
.tiic answer RtoDoed evcrv man s mouth. 
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was, there we take fast hold, finding therein 
many faults. Many times have I chanced upon 
such proud, lewd, overthwart, and wayward 
judgments, yea, and once in England. ‘‘I 
pray you, sir’’ (quoth I), ‘‘have you been in 
our country?” “Yea, forsooth” (quoth he), 
‘^and there I tarried for the space of four or five 
months together, not long after the insurrec- 
tion that the western Englishmen made against 
their king, which by their own miserable and 
pitiful slaughter was suppressed and ended. 
In the mean season I was much bound and 
beholden to the right reverend father, John 
Morton, Archbishop and Cardinal of Canter- 
bury, and at that time also Lord Chancellor 
of England : a man, Master Peter (for Master 
More knoweth already that I will say), not 
more honourable for his authority than for 
his prudence and virtue. He was of a mean 
stature, and though stricken in age, yet bore 
he his body upright. In his face did shine 
such an amiable reverence as was pleasant to 
behold, gentle in communication, yet earnest 
and sage. He had great delight many times 
with rough speech to his suitors, to prove, but 
without harm, what prompt wit and what 
bold spirit were in every man. In the which, 
as in a virtue much agreeing with his nature, 
so that therewith were not joined impudence, 
he took great delectation. And the same 
person, as apt and meet to have an administra- 
tion in the weal public, he did lovingly 
embrace. In his speech he was fine, eloquent, 
and pithy. In the law he had profound 
(B 964) * 33 D 
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knowledge, in wit he was incomparably and 
in memory wonderful excellent. These 
qualities, which in him were by. nature 
singular, he by learning and use had made 
perfect. The King put much trust in his 
counsel, the weal public also in a manner 
leaned unto him, when I was there, hor 
even in the chief of his youth he was taken 
from school into the court, and there passed 
all Hs time in much trouble and business, 

being continually tumbled and tossed in the 
waves of divers misfortunes and adversities 
And so by many and great dangers he learned 
the experience of the world, which so being 
learned cannot easily be forgotten. It 
chanced on a certain day, when I sat at his 
table there was also a certain layman cunning 
in the laws of your realm. Who, I cannot 
tell whereof taking occasion, began diligently 
and earnestly to praise that strait and rigorous 
iustice which at that time was there executed 
upon felons, who, as he said, were for the 
most part twenty hanged together upon one 
gallows. And, seeing so few escaped punish- 
ment, he said he could not choose but greatly 
wonder and marvel, how and by what evil 
luck it should so come to pass, that thieves 
nevertheless were in every place so rife and 
so rank, ‘ Nay, sir,’ quoth I (for I durst boldly 
speak my mind before the Cardinal), ‘marvel 
nothing hereat : for this punishment ot 
thieves passeth the limits of Justice, and is 
also very hurtful to the weal public. For it 
is too extreme and cruel a punishment for 
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theft, and yet not sufficient to refrain and 
withhold men from theft. For simple theft 
is not so great an offence that it ought to be 
punished with death. Neither there is any 
punishment so horrible that it can keep them 
from stealing which have no other craft 
whereby to get their living. Therefore in 
this point, not you only, but also the most 
part of the world, be like evil schoolmasters, 
which be readier to beat, than to teach, their 
scholars. For great and horrible punishments, 
be appointed for thieves, whereas much rather 
provision should have been made that there 
were some means whereby they might get 
their living, so that no man should be driven 
to this extreme necessity, first to steal, and 
then, to die.* ^ Yes ’ (quoth he), ‘ this matter is 
well enough provided for already. There be 
handicrafts, there is husbandry to get their 
living by, if they would not willingly be 
naught,* " ‘ Nay ’ (quoth I), ‘you shall not escape 
so : for first of all, I will speak nothing of 
them that come home out of the wars maimed 
and lame, as not long ago out of Blackheath 
field, and a little before that out of the wars 
in France : such, I say, as put their lives in 
jeopardy for the weal public’s or the king’s 
sake, and by reason of weakness and lameness 
be not able to occupy their old crafts, and be 
too aged to learn new : of them I will speak 
nothing, forasmuch as wars have their ordinary 
recourse. But let us consider those things 
that chance daily before our eyes. First 
there is a great number of gentlemen which 




men else througii their lavish and prodigal 
spending, able to bring themselves to very 
beggary), these gentlemen, I say, do not only 
live in idleness themselves, but also carry 
about with them at their tails a great flock 
or train of idle and loitering serving-men, 
which never learned any craft whereby to 
get their livings. These men, as soon as 
their master is dead, or be sick themselves, 
be incontinent thrust out of doors. For 
gentlemen had rather keep idle persons than 
sick men, and many times the dead man’s 
heir is not able to maintain so great a house, 
and keep so many serving-men as his father 
did. Then in the mean season, they that be 
thus destitute of service either starve for 
hunger, or manfully play the thieves. For 
what would you have them to do ? When 
they have wandered abroad so long, until 
they have worn threadbare their apparel, and 
also impaired their health, then gentlemen, 
because of their pale and sickly faces and 
patched coats, will not take them into service. 
And husbandmen dare not set them awork : 
knowing well enough that he is nothing meet 
to do true and faithful service to a poor man 
with a spade and a mattock for small wages 
and hard fare, which being daintily and 
tenderly pampered up in idleness and pleasure, 


was wont with a sword and a buckler by his 
side to strut through the street with a 
bragging look, and to think himself too good 
to be any man’s mate.’ ‘ Nay by Saint Mary, 
sir ’ (quoth the lawyer), ‘ not so. For this kind 
of men must we make most of. For in them 
as men of stouter stomachs, bolder spirits, 
and manlier courage than handicraftsmen and 
ploughmen be, doth consist the whole power, 
strength, and puissance of our army, when we 
must fight in battle.’ ‘ Forsooth, sir, as well 
you might say ’ (quoth I) ‘ that for war’s sake 
you must cherish thieves. For surely you 
shall never lack thieves, whiles you have 
them. No, nor thieves be not the most false 
and faint-hearted soldiers, nor soldiers be not 
the cowardliest thieves : so well these two 
crafts agree together. But this fault, though 
it be much used among you, yet is it not 
peculiar to you only, but common also almost 
to all nations. Yet France besides this is 
troubled and infected with a much sorer 
plague. The whole realm is filled and 
besieged with hired soldiers in peace time 
(if that be peace) which be brought in under 
the same colour and pretence that hath 
persuaded you to keep these idle serving- 
men. For these wise fools and very arch- 
dolts thought the wealth of the whole country 
herein to consist, if there were ever in a readi- 
ness a strong and a sure garrison, specially 
of old practised soldiers, for they put no trust 
at all in men imexercised. And therefore 
they must be forced to seek for war, to the 
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end they may ever have practised soldiers and 
cunning manslayers, lest that (as it is^ preUily 
said of Sallust) their hands and their minds 
through idleness or lack of exercise should 
wax dull. But how pernicious and pestilent 
a thing it is to maintain such beasts, the 
Frenchmen by their own harms have l^irned, 
and the examples of the Romans, Cartha- 
ginians, Syrians, and of many other countries 
do manifestly declare. For not^ only the 
Empire, but also the fields and cities or all 
these, by divers occasions have been over- 
run and destroyed of their own armies 
beforehand had in a readiness. Now how 
unnecessary a thing this is, ^ hereby^ it may 
appear : that the French soldiers, which from 
their youth have been practised and inured 
in feats of arms, do not crack nor, advance 
themselves to have very often got the upper 
hand and mastery of your^ new-made and 
unpractised soldiers. But in this point ^ 
will not use many words, lest perchance 1 
may seem to flatter you. No, nor those 
same handicraftsmen of yours in cities, nor 
yet the rude and uplandish ploughmen of the 
country, are not supposed to be greatly afraid 
of your gentlemen’s idle serving-men, unless 
it be such as be not of body or stature 
correspondent to their strength and courage, 
or else' whose bold stomachs be discouraged 
through poverty. Thus you may see that 
it is not to be feared lest they should be 
effeminated, if they were brought up in good 
crafts and laboursome works, whereby to get 
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their livings, whose stout and sturdy bodies 
(for gentlemen vouchsafe to corrupt and spill 
none but picked and chosen men) now either 
by reason of rest and idleness be brought to 
weakness : or else by too easy and womanly 
exercises be made feeble and unable to endure 
. hardness. Truly howsoever the case staiideth, 
this methiiiketli is nothing available to the 
weal public, for war*s sake, which you never 
have, but when you will yourselves to keep 
and maintain an innumerable flock of that 
sort of men that be so troublesome and noyous 
in peace, whereof you ought to have a 
thousand times more regard than of war. 
But yet this is not only the necessary cause of 
stealing. There is another, which, as I sup-r 
pose, is proper and peculiar to you Englishmen 
alone.’ ‘ What is that ? ’ quoth the Cardinal. 

^ Forsooth, my lord ’ (quoth I), ‘ your sheep that 
were wont to be so meek and tame, and so 
small eaters, now, as I hear say, be become 
so great devourers and so wild that they eat 
up and swallow down the very men them- 
selves. They consume, destroy, and devour 
whole fields, houses, and cities. For look in 
what parts of the realm doth grow the finest, 
and therefore dearest wool, there noblemen 
and gentlemen : yea, and certain Abbots, holy 
men, no doubt, not contenting themselves 
with the yearly revenues and profits that 
were wont to grow to their forefathers and 
/ predecessors of their lands, nor being content 

I that they live in rest and pleasure nothing 

I profiting, yea much annoying the weal public : 
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leave no ground for tillage, they enclose all 
into pastures : they throw down houses : they 
pluck down towns, and leave nothing stand- 
ing, but pnly the church to be made a sheep- 
house. And as though you lost no small 
quantity of ground by forests, chases, lands, and 
parks, those good holy men turn all dwelling- 
places and all glebeland into desolation and 
wilderness. Therefore that one covetous and 
unsatiable cormorant and very plague of his 
native country may compass about and enclose 
many thousand acres of ground together 
within one pale or hedge, the husbandmen 
be thrust out of their own, or else either by 
covin and fraud, or by violent oppression they 
be put beside it, or by wrongs and injuries 
they be so wearied that they be compelled to 
sell all : by one means, therefore, or by other, 
either by hook or crook they must needs 
depart away, poor, silly, wretched souls, men, 
women, husbands, wives,- fatherless children, 
widows, woeful mothers with their young 
babes, and their whole household, small in 
substance and much in number, as husbandry 
requireth many hands. Away they trudge, 
I say, out of their known and accustomed 
houses, finding no place to rest in. All their 
household stuff, which is very little worth, 
though it might well abide the sale : yet being 
suddenly thrust out, they be constrained to 
sell it for a thing of naught. And when they 
have wandered abroad till that be spent, what 
can they then else do but steal, and then 
justly pardy be hanged, or else go about 
40 
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a-begging. And yet then also they be cast in 
prison as vagabonds, because they go about 
and work not, whom no man will set a- 
work, though they never so willingly prolFer 
themselves thereto. For one shepherd or 
herdman is enough to eat up that ground 
with cattle, to the occupying whereof about 
husbandry many hands were requisite. And 
this is also the cause why victuals be now in 
many places dearer. Yea, besides this, the 
price of wool is so risen, that poor folks, 
which were wont to work it, and make cloth 
thereof, be now able to buy none at all. 
And by this means very many be forced to 
forsake work, and to give themselves to 
idleness. For after that so much ground was 
enclosed for pasture, an infinite multitude of 
sheep died of the rot, such vengeance God 
took of their inordinate and unsociable covet- 
ousness, sending among the sheep that pesti- 
ferous murrain, which much more, justly 
should have fallen on the sheepmasters’ own 
heads. And though the number of sheep 
increase ever so fast, yet the price falleth not 
one mite, because there be so few sellers. 
For they be almost all come into a few 
rich men’s hands, whom no need forceth to 
sell before they list, and they list not before 
they may sell as dear as they list. Now the 
same cause bringeth in like dearth of the 
other kinds of cattle, yea, and that so much 
the more, because that after farms plucked 
down, and husbandry decayed, there is no 
man that passeth for the breeding of young 



store For these rich men bring not up the 
young ones of great cattle as they do lambs. 
But first they buy them abroad very cheap, 
and afterwards when they be tatted, m their 
pastures, they sell them again exceeding dear. 
And therefore (as I suppose) the whole incom- 
modity hereof is not yet felt. For yet they 
make dearth only in those places where they 
sell. But when they shall fetch them away 
from thence where they be bred faster than 
they can be brought up : then shall there also 
be felt great dearth, store beginning there to 
fail where the ware is bought. Thus the 
unreasonable covetousness of a ew at 
turned that thing to the utter undoing of 
your island, in’ the which thmg the chief 
felicity of your realm did consist, ror tins 
great dearth of victuals causeth men to keep as 
little houses, and as small hospitality as they 
possibly may, and to put away their servants : 
whether, I pray you, but a-begging, or else 
(which the gentle bloods and stout stomachs 
will sooner set their minds unto) a-stealing? 
Now to amend the matter, to^ this^ wretched 


beggary and miserable poverty is joined great 
wantonness, importunate superdiiity, and ex- 
cessive riot. ‘ For not only gentlemen s 
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servants, but also handicraftsmen, yea, and 
almost the ploughmen of the country, with 
all other sorts of people, use much strange 
and proud newfangledness in their apparel, and 
to much prodigal riot and sumptuous fare at 
their table. Now bawds, queans, whores, 
harlots, .strumpets, brothel ^houses, stews, and 
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yet another stews, wine-taverns, ale-houses, 
and tippling- houses, with so many naughty, 
lewd, and unlawful games, as dice, cards, 
tables, tennis, bowls, quoits, do not all these 
send the haunters of them straight a-stealing 
when their money is gone ? Cast out these 
pernicious abominations, make a law that 
they which plucked down farms and towns 
of husbandry shall re-edify them, or else yield 
and uprender the possession thereof to such as 
will go to the cost of building them anew. 
Suffer not these rich men to buy up all, to 
engross, and forestall, and with their monopoly 
to keep the market alone as pleases them. 
Let not so many be brought up in idleness, 
let husbandryand tillage be restored, let cloth- 
working be renewed, that there may be honest 
labours for this idle, sort to pass their time in 
profitably, which hitherto either poverty hath 
caused to be thieves, or else now be either 
vagabonds or idle serving- men, and shortly 
will be thieves. Doubtless unless you find a 
remedy for these enormities, you shall in vain 
advance yourself of executing justice upon 
felons. For this justice is more beautiful in 
appearance, and more flourishing to ‘the show, 
than either just or profitable. For by suffering 
your youth wantonly and viciously to be 
brought up, and to be infected, even from 
their tender age, by little and little with vice, 
then a God^s name to be punished when 
they commit the same faults after being come 
to man*s state, which from their youth they 
were ever like to. do : in this point, I pray 






you, what other thing do you, than make 
thieves, and then punish them ? Now as I 
was' thus speaking the lawyer began to'make 
himself ready to answer, and was determined 
with himself to use the common fashion and 
trade ot disputers, which be more diligent in 
rehearsing than answering, as ^thinking the 
memory worthy of the chief praise. Indeed, 
sir ’ (quoth he), ‘ you have said well, being but a 
stranger, and one that might rather hear some- 
thing of these matters than have any exact or 
perfect knowledge of the same, as I will 
incontinent by open proffer make manifest 
and plain. For, first, I will rehearse in order 
all that you have said : then I will declare 
wherein you be deceived, ^ through lack of 
knowledge, in all our fashions, manners, and 
customs: and last of all I will answer 
your arguments, and confute them every 
one. First, therefore, I will begin where 
I promised. Four things you seemed to 
me.’ ‘ Hold your peace,’ quoth the Cardinal, 

‘ for it appeareth that you will make ^ no 
short answer, which make such a beginning. 
Wherefore at this time you shall not take the 
pains to make your answer, but keep it to 
your next meeting, which I would be right 
glad that it might be even to-morrow next, 
unless either you or Master Raphael have 
any earnest let. But now, Master Raphael, 
I would very gladly hear of you, why you 
think theft not worthy to be punished with 
death, or what other punishment you can 
devise more expedient to the weal public. 


For I am sure you are not of that mind, that 
you would have theft escape unpunished. 
For if now the extreme punishment of death 
cannot cause them to leave stealing, then if 
ruffians and robbers should be sure of their 
lives, what violence, what fear were able to 
hold their hands from robbing, which would 
take the mitigation of the punishment as a 
very provocation to the mischief ? ’ ‘ Surely, 

my lord ’ (quoth I), ‘ I think it not right nor 
justice, that the loss of money should cause 
the loss of man’s life. For mine opinion is, 
that all the goods in the world are not able 
to countervail man’s life. But if they would 
thus say : that the breaking of justice, and 
the transgression of the laws is recompensed 
with this punishment, and not the loss of the 
money, then why may not this extreme and 
rigorous justice well be called plain injury? 
For so cruel governance, so strait rules, and 
unmerciful laws be not allowable, that if 
a small offence be committed, by and by 
the sword should be drawn : nor so stoical 
ordinances are to be borne withal, as to count 
all offences of such equality, that the killing 
of a man, or the taking of his money from 
him were both a matter, and the one no 
more heinous offence than the other : between 
the which two, if we have any respect to 
equity, no similitude or equality consisteth. 
God commandeth us that we shall not kill. 
And be we then so hasty to kill a man for 
taking a little money? And if any man 
would understand killing by this command- 



ment ot Uod to oe roroiuu.^u a..- 
wise than man’s constitutions define killing 
to be lawful, then why may it not likewise 
by man’s constitutions be determined after 
what sort whoredom, fornication, and perjury 
may be lawful ? For whereas, by the per- 
mission of God, no man neither hath power to 
kill neither himself nor yet any other man : 
then if a law made by the consent of men, 
concerning slaughter of men, ought to be of 
such strength, force, and virtue, that they 
which contrary to the cominandment of C^od 
have killed those whom this constitution of 
man commanded to be killed, be clean quite 
and exempt out of the bonds and danger of 
God’s commandment : shall it not then by 
this reason follow, that the power of Gods 
commandment shall extend no further than 
man’s law doth define and permit? And 
so shall it come to pass that in like manner 
man’s constitutions in all things shall de- 
termine how far the observation of all God s 
commandments shall extend. To be short, 
Moses’ law, though it were ungentle and 
sharp, as a law that was given to bondmen, 
yea, and them very obstinate, stubborn, ■ and 
stiff- necked, yet it punished theft by the 
purse, and not with death. And let us not 
think that God in the new law of clemency 
and mercy, under the which He ruleth us 
with fatherly gentleness as His dear children, 
hath given us greater scope and licence to 
the execution of cruelty, one upon another. 
Now ye have heard the reasons whereby I 
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am persuaded that this punishment is unlawful. 
Furthermore, I think there is nobody that 
knoweth not how unreasonable, yea, how 
pernicious a thing it is to the weal public, 
that a thief and a homicide or murderer, 
should suffer equal and like punishment. For 
the thief seeing that man that is condemned 
for theft in no less jeopardy, nor judged to 
no less punishment, than him that is convicted 
of manslaughter, through this cogitation only 
he is strongly and forcibly provoked, and in 
a manner constrained, to kill him whom else 
he would have but robbed. For the murder 
being once done, he is in less fear, and in 
more hope that the deed shall not be bewrayed 
or known, seeing the party is now dead and 
rid out of the way, which only might have 
uttered and disclosed it. But if he chance 
to be taken and descrived : yet he is in no 
more danger and jeopardy than if he had 
committed but single felony. Therefore 
whiles we go about with such cruelty to 
make thieves afraid, we provoke them to kill 
good men. Now as touching this question, 
what punishment were more commodious 
and better : that truly in my judgment is 
easier to be found, than what punishment 
might be worse. For why should we doubt 
that to be a good and a profitable way for the 
punishment of offenders, which we know did 
in times past so long please the Romans, men 
in the administration of a weal public most 
expert, politic, and cunning ? Such as among 
them were convicted of great and heinous 
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trespasses, them they condemned into stone 
qnames, and into mines to dig metal, there 
to be kept in chains all the days of then lue. 
But as concerning this matter, I allow the 
ordinance of no nation so well as that which 
I saw, whiles I travelled abroad about the 
world used in Persia among the People that 
commonly be called the Po lylentes. Whose 
land is both large and ample, and also well 
and wittily governed ; and the people in all 
conditions free and ruled by their own laws, 
saving that they pay a yearly tribute to the 
great King of Persia. But because they be 
far from the sea, compassed and enclosed 
almost round about with high mountains, 
and do content themselves with the fruits of 
their own land, which is of itself very fertile 
and fruitful ; for this cause neither they go 
' to other countries, nor other come to them. 
And according to the old custom of the land, 
they desire not to enlarge the bounds of their 
dominions: and those that they have, by 
reason of the high hills, be easily defended : 
and the tribute which they pay to their chiet 
lord and king setteth them quite and free 
from warfare. Thus their life is commodious 
rather than gallant, and may better be called 
happy or wealthy, than notable or famous. 
For they be not known as much as by name, 1 
suppose, saving only to their next neighbours 
anfr borders. They that in this land be 
attainted and convict of felony, make restitu- 
tion of that which they stole, to the right 
owner, and not (as they do in other lands) to 
48 



Liicy uicmacives oe condemned to be common 
labourers, and, unless the theft be very 
heinous, they be neither locked in prison, nor 
fettered in gyves, but be untied and go at 
large, labouring in the common works. They 
that refuse labour, or go slowly and slackly to 
their work, be not only tied in chains, but 
also pricked forward with stripes. But being 
diligent about their work they live without 
check or rebuke. Every night they be called 
in by name, and be locked in their chambers. 
Beside their daily labour, their life is nothing 
hard or incommodious. Their fare is in- 
different good, borne at the charges of the weal 
public, because they be common servants to 
the commonwealth. But their charges in all 
places of the land is not borne alike. For in 
some parts that which is bestowed upon them 
is gathered of alms. And though that way be 
uncertain, yet the people be so full of mercy 
and pity, that none is found more profitable 
or plentiful. In some places certain lands be 
appointed hereunto : of the revenues whereof 
they be maintained. And in some places 
every man giveth a certain tribute for the 
same use and purpose. Again, in some parts 
of the land these serving-men (for so be these 
damned persons called) do no common work, 
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but as every private man needeth labourers, 
so he cometh into the market-place, and 
tLre hireth some of them for meat and 
drink, and a certain limited wages by the day, 
somewhat cheaper than he should hire a free- 
man It is also lawful for them to chastise 

Ae ’sloth of these serving-men with stripes 

By this means they never lack work, and 
besides the gaining of their meat and drink, 
Sei one of them bringeth daily something 
into^the common treasury. All and every 
one of them be apparelled in one colour 
Their heads be not polled or shaven, but 
rounded a little above the ears. And the 
tip of the one ear is cut off. Every one of 
them may take meat and drink of their 
friends, and also a coat of their own colour ; 
but to receive money is death, as well to the 
giver as to the receiver. And. no less jeopardy 
it is for a freeman to receive money of a 
serving-man for any manner of cause : and 
ikewise for serving-men to touch weapons 
The serving-men of every several shire be 
distinct and known from other by their several 
and distinct badges ; which to cast away is 
death : as it is also to be seen out of the 
precinct of their own shire, or to talk with a 
serving-man of another shire. _ And it is no 
less danger to them for to intend ^ run 
away than to do it indeed. Yea, and to 
conceal such an enterprise, in a serving-man 
it is death, in a freeman servitude. Of the 
contrary part, to him that openeth and uttereth 
such counsels, be decreed large gifts : to a 
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freeman a great sum of money, to a serving- 
man freedom, and to them both forgiveness 
and pardon of that they were of counsel in 
that pretence. So that it can never be so 
good for them to go forward in their evil 
purpose, as by repentance to turn back. 
This is the law and order in this behalf, as I 
have shown you. Wherein what humanity 
is used, how far it is from cruelty, and how 
commodious it is, you do plainly perceive : 
forasmuch as the end of their wrath and 
punishment intendcth nothing else but the 
destruction of vices and saving of men : with 
so using and ordering them that they cannot 
choose but be good, and what harm soever 
they did before, in the residue of their life to 
make amends for the same. Moreover, it is 
so little feared that they should turn again to 
their vicious conditions, that wayfaring men 
will for their safeguard choose them to their 
guides before any other, in every shire chang- 
ing and taking new. For if they would 
commit robbery, they have nothing about 
them meet for that purpose. They may 
touch no weapons : money found about them 
should betray the robbery. They should be 
no sooner taken with the manner, but forth- 
with they should be punished. Neither they 
can have, any hope at all to escape away by 
flying. For how should a man, that in no 
part of his apparel is like other men, fly 
privily and unknown, unless he would run 
away naked ? Howbeit so also flying he 
should be descried by the rounding of his 
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salute one another, i'to, . 

thought that they would make their own 
countrymen and companions of their counsel 
rS a matter, which they know well 
should be jeopardy to the counsellor hereof 
and great commodity and goodness to 
opener and detector of the same. Wherea , 
on the other part, there is none of them all 
hopeless or in despair to recover again his 
former estate of freedom by humble obedi- 
enc” by patient suffering, and by giving good 
Ss Ld likelihood of himself, that he wil 
e^er after that live like a true and an h^nes 
man. For every year divers of them be 
""ored to their freedom, tFrou^^e com- 
mendation of their patience. 
thus spoken, saying, moreover, that I conly 
no cause why this order might not ' 

England with much more profit than the 
iusfice which the lawyer so highly ' 

Nay,’ quoth the lawyer, ‘ this could never be so 
established in England but that it needs 

bring the weal public into great jeopaidy and 
hazard.’ And as he was thus saying, he shook 
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his head and made a wr^ mouth, and so he 
held his peace. And all that were there 
present, with one assent agreed to his saying. 
‘Weir (quoth the Cardinal) ‘yet it were hard to 
j udgc ^vithout a proof, whether this order would 
do well here or no. But when the sentence 
of death is given, if then the king should com- 
mand execution to be deferred and spared, and 
would prove this order and fashion, taking 
away the privileges of all centuries, if then 
the proof should declare the thing to be good 
and profitable, then it were well done that it 
were established ; else the condemned and 
reprieved persons may as well and as justly be 
put to death after this proof, as when they 
were first cast. Neither any jeopardy can in 
the mean space grow hereof. Yea, and me- 
thinketh that these vagabonds may very well 
be ordered after the same fashion, against 
whom we have hitherto made so many laws, 
and so little prevailed.’ When the Cardinal 
had thus said, then every man gave great 
praise to my sayings, which a little before 
they had disallowed. But most of all was 
esteemed that which was spoken of vagabonds, 
because it was the Cardinal’s own addition. 
I cannot tell whether it were best to rehearse 
the communication that followed, for it was 
not very sad. But yet you shall hear it, for 
there vvas no evil in it, and partly it pertained 
to the matter beforesaid. There chanced to 
stand by a certain jesting parasite, or scoffer, 
which would seem to resemble and counterfeit 
the fool. But he did in such wise counterfeit, 



that he was almost the very same mdeca mat 
Le laboured to represent : he so studied with 
words and sayings brought forth so out of 
dme and place to make sport and move 
laughter, that he himself was oitencr laughf 
at than his jests were. Yet the too ish fellow 
LuSt out now and then such indifferent 
Seasonable stuff, that he made the proverb 
true which saith ; He that shooteth oft at 
the ’last shall hit the mark. So that when 
one of the company said that through my 
communication a good order was found tor 
thiVres and that the Cardinal also had well 
provided for vagabonds, so that only 
some good provision to be made for the 
that through sickness and age were fallen into 
povertrand were become so impotent and 
Lwiefdy that they were not able to wo^k 
for their living: ‘ T. ush (quoth h ), 
alone with them ; you shall see me do well 
enough with them. For I had rather^ than 
any good, that this kind of people were driven 
somewhere out of my sight, they have so sor 
troubled me many times and oft, when 
hey have with their lamentable tears begged 
moLy of me : and yet they could never to 
my mind so tune their song, that thereby 
they ever got of me one farthing. . 

more the one of these two chanced : either 
that I would not, or else that I could not, 
because I had it not. Therefore now they 
be waxed wise. For when they see me go by, 
because they will not lose their labour, the} 
let me pass and say not one word to me. bo 


they look for nothing of me, no, in good sooth, 
no more than if I were a priest or a monk. 
But I will make a law that all these beggars 
shall be distributed and bestowed into houses 
of religion. The men shall be made lay 
brethren, as they call them, and the women 
nuns.’ Hereat the Cardinal smiled, and 
allowed it in jest, yea and all the residue in 
good earnest. But a certain friar, graduate 
in divinity, took such pleasure and delight in 
this jest of priests and monks, that he also 
being else a man of grisly and stern gravity, 
began merrily and wantonly to jest and taunt. 
‘Nay ’ (quoth he), ‘you shall not so be rid and 
dispatched of beggars, unless you make some 
provision also for us friars.’ ‘ Why ’ (quoth the 
jester), ‘that is done already, for my lord himself 
set a very good order for you, when he decreed 
that vagabonds should be kept straight, and 
set to work : for you be the greatest and 
veriest vagabonds that be.’ This jest also, 
when they saw the Cardinal not disprove it, 
every man took it gladly, saving only the 
friar. For he (and that no marvel) being 
thus touched on the quick, and hit on the 
gall, so fretted, so fumed, and chafed at it, and 
was in such a rage, that he could not refrain 
himself from chiding, scolding, railing, and 
reviling. He called the fellow ribald, villain, 
javel, backbiter, slanderer, and the child of 
perdition, citing therewith terrible threaten- 
ings out of holy scripture. Then the jesting 
scoffer began to play the scoffer indeed, and 
verily he was good at that, for he could play 
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3 part in that play no man better. Patient 
yourself, good Master Friar’ (quoth he), ‘and be 
not angry, for scripture saith : In your patience 
you shall save your souls.’ Then the friar 
(for I will rehearse his own very words): 
^No, callous wretch, I am not angry ’ (quoth 
he), ‘ or at the leastwise, 1 do not sin ror the 
Psalmist saith, Be you angry, and sin not. 
Then the Cardinal spoke gently to the friar, 
and desired him to quiet himself. ‘No, my 
lord ’ (quoth he), ‘ I speak not but of a good 
zeal as I ought: for holy men had a good 
zeal. Wherefore it is said : The zeal of thy 
house hath eaten me. And it is sung in the 
church. The scorners of Helizeus, whiles 
he went up into the house of God, felt the 
zeal of the bald, as peradventure this scorning 
villain ribald shall feel.’ ^ You do it’ (quoth 
the Cardinal) ‘perchance of a good mind and 
affection but methinketh you should do, 1 
cannot tell whether more holily, certainly 
more wisely, if you would not set your wit to 
a fool’s wit, and with a fool take in hand a 
foolish contention.’ ‘No, forsooth, my lord’ 
(quoth he), ‘I should not do more wisely. 
For Solomon the wise saith : Answer a fool 
according to his folly, like as I do now, ^ and 
do show him the pit that he shall fall into, 
if he take not heed. For if many scorners 
of Helizeus, which was but one bald man, 
felt the zeal of the bald, how much more 
shall one scorner of many friars feel, among 
whom be many bald men ? And we have 
also the Pope’s bulls, whereby all that mock 
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and scorn us be excommunicated, suspended, 
and accursed.’ The Cardinal, seeing that no 
end would be made, sent away the jester by 
a privy beck, and turned the communication 
to another matter. Shortly after, when he 
was risen from the table, he went to hear his 
suitors, and so dismissed us. Look, Master 
More, with how long and tedious a tale I 
have kept you, which surely I would have 
been ashamed to have done, but that you so 
earnestly desired me, and did after such a 
sort give ear unto it, as though you would not 
that any parcel of that communication should 
be left out. Which though I have done 
somewhat briefly, yet could I not choose but 
rehearse it, for the judgment of them which, 
when they had improved and disallowed my 
sayings, yet incontinent hearing the Cardinal 
allow them, did themselves also approve the 
same, so impudently flattering him, that they 
were nothing ashamed to admit, yea, almost 
in good earnest, his jester’s foolish inventions, 
because that he himself by smiling at them 
did seem not to disprove them. So that 
hereby you may right well perceive how 
little the courtiers would regard and esteem 
me and my sayings.” I ensure you, Master 
Raphael,” quoth I, ‘‘I took great delecta- 
tion in hearing you : all things that you said 
were spoken so wittily and so pleasantly. 
And methought myself to be in the meantime, 
not only at home in my country, but also, 
through the pleasant remembrance of the 
Cardinal, in whose house I was brought up 




of a child, to wax a child again. And, friend 
Raphael, though I did bear very great love 
towards you before, yet seeing you do so 
earnestly favour this man, you will not believe 
how much my love towards you is now 
increased. But yet, all this notwithstanding, 
I can by no means change my mind, but that 
I must needs believe that you, if you be 
disposed, and can find in your heart to follow 
some princess court, shall with your good 
counsels greatly help and further the common- 
wealth. Wherefore there is nothing more 
appertaining to your duty, that is to say, to 
the duty of a good man. For whereas your 
Plato judgeth that weal publics shall by this 
means attain perfect felicity, either if philo- 
sophers be kings, or else if kings gave them- 
selves to the study of philosophy, how far, I 
pray you, shall commonwealths then be from 
this felicity if philosophers will vouchsafe to 
instruct kings with their good counsel ? ” 
‘‘They be not so unkind’^ (quoth he), “but 
they would gladly do it, yea, many have done 
it already in books that they have put forth, if 
kings and princes would be willing and ready 
to follow good counsel. But Plato doubtless 
did well foresee, unless kings themselves would 
apply their minds to the study of philosophy, 
that else they would never thoroughly allow 
the counsel of philosophers, being themselves 
before even from their tender age infected 
and corrupt with perverse and evil opinions. 
Which thing Plato himself proved true in 
King Dionysius. If I should propose to any 
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king wholesome decrees, doing my endeavour 
to pluck out of his mind the pernicious 
original causes of vice and naughtiness, think 
you not that I should forthwith either be 
driven away, or else made a laughing-stock ? 
Well, suppose I were with the French king, 
and there sitting in his council, while in that 
most secret consultation, the king himself 
there being present in his own person, they 
beat their brains, and search the very bottoms 
of their wits, to discuss by what craft and 
means the king may still keep Milan, and 
draw to him again fugitive Naples, and then 
how to conquer the Venetians, and how to 
bring under his jurisdiction all Italy, then how 
to win the dominion of Flanders, Brabant, and 
of all Burgundy, with divers other lands, 
whose kingdoms he hath long ago in mind 
and purpose invaded. Here while one 
counselleth to conclude a league of peace 
with the Venetians, so long to endure as shall 
be thought meet and expedient for their 
purpose, and to make them also of their 
council, yea, and besides that to give them 
part of the prey, which afterward, when they 
have brought their purpose about after their 
own minds, they may require and claim again. 
Another thinketh best to hire the Germans. 
Another would have the favour of the 
Swiss won with money. Another’s advice 
is to appease the puissant power of the 
Emperor’s majesty with gold, as with a most 
pleasant and acceptable sacrifice. While 
another giveth counsel to make peace with 




the King of Aragon, and to restore unto him 
his own kingdom of Navarre as a full assur- 
ance of peace. Another comcth in with his 
five eggs, and ad vise th to hook in the King of 
Castile with some hope of affinity or alliance, 
and to bring to their part certain peers of his 
court for great pensions. Whiles they all stay 
at the chiefest doubt of all, what to do in the 
meantime with England, and yet agree all in 
this to make peace with the Eitglishinen, and 
with most sure and strong bands to bind that 
weak and feeble friendship, so that they must 
be called friends, and had in suspicion as 
enemies. And. that therefore the Scots must 
be had in readiness, as it were in a standing 
ready at all occasions, in aunters the English- 
men should stir never so little, incontinent to 
set upon them. And, moreover, privily and 
secretly (for openly it may not be done by 
the truce that is taken), privily, thereof, I say, 
to make much of some peer of England that 
is banished his country, which must claim 
title to the crown of the realm, and affirm 
himself just inheritor thereof, that by this 
subtle means they may hold to them the 
king, in whom else they have but small trust 
and affiance. Here, I say, where so great and 
high matters be in consultation, where so 
many noble and wise men counsel their king 
only to war, here if I, silly man, should rise up 
and will them to turn over the leaf, and learn 
a new lesson, saying that my counsel is not to 
meddle with Italy, but to tarry still at home, 
and that the kingdom of France alone is 




almost greater than that it may well be 
governed of one man : so that the king 
should, not need to study how to get more; 
and, then should propose unto them the 
decrees of the people that be called the 
Achoriens, which be situate over against the 
Island of Utopia on the south-east side. These 
Achoricns once made war in : their king’s 
quarrel for to get him another kingdom 
which he laid claim unto, and advanced him- 
self right inheritor to the crown thereof, by 
the title of an old alliance. At the last when 
they had got it, and saw that they had even 
as much vexation and trouble in keeping 
it as they had in getting it, and that either 
their new conquered subjects by sundry 
occasions were making daily insurrections to 
rebel against them, or else that other countries 
were continually with diverse inroads and 
foragings invading them : so that they were 
ever fighting either for them or against them, 
and never could break up their camps ; seeing 
themselves in the mean season pilled and 
impoverished : their money carried out of the 
realm : their own men killed to maintain the 
glory of another nation ; when they had no 
war, peace nothing* better than war, by reason 
that their people in war had so inured them- 
selves to corrupt and wicked manners ; that 
they had taken a delight and pleasure in 
robbing and stealing that through man- 
slaughter they had gathered boldness to 
mischief : that their laws were had. in 
contempt, and nothing set by or regarded : 
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that their king being troubled with the charge 
and governance of two kingdoms, could not 
nor was not able perfectly to discharge his 
office towards them both : seeing again that 
all these evils and troubles were endless : at 
the last laid their heads together, and like 
faithful and loving subjects gave to their king 
free choice and liberty to keep still the one 
of these two kingdoms whether he would : 
alleging that he was not able to keep both, 
and that they were more than might well be 
governed of half a king : forasmuch as no 
man would be content to take him for his 
muleteer that keepeth another man’s mules 
besides his. So this good prince was con- 
strained to be content with his old kingdom, 
and to give over the new to one of his friends. 
Who shortly after was violently driven out. 
Furthermore, if I should declare unto them 
that all this busy preparance for war, whereby 
so many nations for his sake should be brought 
into a troublesome hurly-burly, when ail his 
coffers were emptied, his treasures wasted, 
and his people destroyed, should at the length 
through some mischance be in vain and to none 
effect : and that therefore it were best for 
him to content himself with his own kingdom 
of France, as his forefathers and predecessors 
did before him : to make much of it, to enrich 
it, and to make it as flourishing as he could, 
to endeavour himself to love his subjects, and 
again to be beloved of them, willingly to live 
with them, peaceably to govern them, and 
with other kingdoms not to meddle, seeing 
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that which he hath already is even enough 
for him, yea and more than he can well turn 
him to : this mine advice. Master More, how 
think you it would be heard and taken ?” 

God help me not very thankfully,” quoth L 
“^Well, let us proceed, then,” quoth he. “Sup- 
pose that some king and his council were to- 
gether whetting their wits and devising what 
subtle craft they might invent to enrich the 
king with great treasures of money. First one 
counselleth to raise and enhance the valuation 
of money when the king must pay any : and 
again to call down the value of coin to less 
than it is worth when he must receive or 
gather any. For thus great sums shall be 
paid with a little money, and where little is 
due, much shall be received. Another coun- 
selleth to fain war, that when under this 
colour and pretence the king hath gathered 
great abundance of money, he may, when it 
shall please him, make peace with great 
solemnity and holy ceremonies, to blind the 
eyes of the poor commonalty, as taking pity 
and compassion forsooth upon man’s blood, 
like a loving and a merciful prince* Another 
putteth the king in remembrance of certain 
old and moth-eaten laws, that of long ' time 
have not been put in execution, which 
because no man can remember that they were 
made, every man hath transgressed. The fines 
of these laws he counselleth the king to require : 
for there is no way so profitable, nor more 
honourable, as the which hath a show and 
colour of justice. Another adviseth him to 
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forbid many things under great penalties and 
fines, specially such things as is for the* people’s 
profit not be used, and afterwards to dispense 
for money with them which by this prohibi- 
tion sustain loss and damage. For by this 
means the favour of the people is won, and 
profit riseth two ways. First by taking forfeits 
of them whom covetousness of gains hath 
brought in danger of this statute, and also by 
selling privileges and licences,' which the 
better that the prince is forsooth, the dearer 
he selleth them : as one that is loath to grant 
to any private person anything that is against 
the profit of his people. And therefore may 
sell none but at an exceeding dear price. 
Another giveth the king counsel to endanger 
unto his grace the judges of the realm, that 
he may have them ever on his side, and that 
they may in every matter dispute and reason 
for the king’s right. Yea, and further to call 
them into his palace and to require them there 
to argue and discuss his matters in his own 
presence. So there shall be no matter of his 
so openly wrong and unjust, wherein one or 
other of them, either because he will have 
something to allege and object, or that he is 
ashamed to say that which is said already, or 
else to pick a thank with his prince, will not 
find some hole open to set a snare in, where- 
with to take the contrary part in a trip. Thus 
whilst the judges cannot agree amongst them- 
selves, reasoning and arguing of that which is 
plain enough, and bringing the manifest truth 
in doubt : in the mean season the king may 


•'rih r'lFtfl ROOK- 

take a fit occasion to understand the law as 
shall most make for his advantage, whereunto 
ail other for shame, or for fear will agree. 
Then the judges may be bold to pronounce 
on the king’s side. P'or he that . giveth 
sentence for the king cannot be without a 
good excuse. For it shall be sufficient for 
him to have equity on his part, or the bare 
words of the law, or a written and wrested 
understanding of the same, or else, which 
with good and just judges is of greater force 
than all laws be, the king’s indisputable pre- 
rogative. To conclude, all the counsellors 
agree and consent together with the rich 
Crassus, that no abundance of gold can be 
sufficient for a prince, which must keep and 
maintain an army : furthermore that a king, 
though he would, can do nothing unjustly. 
For all that all men have, yea also the men 
themselves, b^ all his. And that every man 
hath so much of his own as the king’s gentle- 
ness hath not taken from him. And that it 
shall be most for the king’s advantage that 
his subjects have very little or nothing in 
their possession, as whose safeguard doth 
herein consist, that his people do not wax 
wanton and wealthy through riches and 
liberty, because where these things be, there 
men be not wont patiently to obey hard, un- 
just, and unlawful commandments ; whereas, 
on the other part, need and poverty doth hold 
down and keep under stout courages, and 
maketh them patient perforce, taking from 
them bold and rebelling stomachs. Here, 
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again, if I should rise up and boldly affirm 
that all these counsels be to the king dishonour 
and reproach, whose honour and safety is more 
and rather supported and upholden by the 
wealth and riches of his people than by his 
own treasures : and if I should declare that 
the commonalty chooseth their king for their 
own sake, and not for his sake : to the intent, 
that through his labour and study they might 
all live wealthily safe from wrongs and injuries : 
and that therefore the king ought to take more 
care for the wealth of his people than for his 
own wealth, even as the office and duty of a 
shepherd is, in that he is a shepherd, to feed 
his sheep rather than himself. For as touch- 
ing this, that they think the defence and 
maintenance of peace to consist in the poverty 
of the people, the thing itself showeth that 
they be far out of the way. For where shall 
a man find more wrangling, quarrelling, brawl- 
ing, and chiding, than among beggars ? Who 
be more desirous of new mutations and altera- 
tions, than they that be not content with the 
present state of their life ? Or, finally, who 
be bolder stomached to bring all in a hurly- 
burly (thereby trusting to get some windfall) 
than they that have now nothing to lose 
And if any king were so smally regarded, and 
so lightly esteemed, yea, so be hated of his 
subjects, that other ways he could not keep 
them in awe, but only by open wrongs, by 
polling and shaving, and by bringing them 
to beggary, surely it were better for him to 
forsake his kingdom, than to hold it by this 
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means : whereby though the name of a king 
be kept, yet the majesty is lost; for it is 
against the dignity of a king to have rule over 
beggars, but rather over rich and wealthy men. 
Of this mind was the hardy and courageous 
Fabrice, when he said that he had rather be 
a ruler of rich men than be rich himself. And 
verily one man to live in pleasure and wealth, 
whilst all others weep and smart for it, that is 
the part, not of a king, but of a jailer. To be 
short, as he is a foolish physician that cannot 
cure his patient’s disease unless he' cast him 
in another sickness, so he that cannot amend 
the lives of his subjects but by taking from 
them the w^ealth and commodity of life, he 
must needs grant that he knoweth not the 
feat how to govern men. But let him 
rather amend his own life, renounce unhonest 
pleasures, and forsake pride. For these be the 
chief vices that cause him to run in the con- 
tempt. or hatred of his people. Let him live 
off his own, hurting no man. Let him do 
cost not above his power. Let him restrain 
wickedness. Let him prevent vices, and take 
away the occasions of offences by well order- 
ing his subjects, and not by suffering wicked- 
ness to increpe afterward to be punished. 
Let him not be too hasty in calling again 
laws which a custom hath abrogated : specially 
such as have been long forgotten, and never 
lacked nor needed. And let him nevp, under 
the cloak and pretence of transgression, take 
such fines and forfeits as no judge will suffer 
a private person to take, as unjust and full of 
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guile. Here if I should bring forth before 
them the law of the Macariens, which be not 
far distant from Utopia : whose king the day 
of his coronation is bound by a solemn oath, 
that he shall never at any time have in his 
treasure above a thousand pound of gold or 
silver : they say a very good king, which took 
more care for the wealth and commodity of 
his country than for the enriching of himself, 
made this law to be a stop and a bar to kings 
from heaping and hoarding up so much money 
might impoverish their people. For he 
foresaw that this sum of treasure would suffice 
to support the king in battle against his own 
people, if they should chance to rebel : and 
also to maintain his wars against the invasions 
of his foreign enemies. Again, he perceived 
the same stock of money to be too little and 
insufficient to encourage *and enable him 
wrongfully to take away other men’s goods ; 
which was the chief cause why the law was 
made. Another cause was this. He thought 
that by this provision his people should not 
lack money wherewith to maintain their daily 
occupying and chaffer. And seeing the king 
could not choose but lay out and bestow all 
that came in above the prescript sum. of his 
stock, he thought he would seek no occasions 
to do his subjects injury. Such a king shall 
be feared of evil men, and loved of good men. 
. ThesCj and such other informations, if I 
should use among men wholly inclined and 
given to the contrary part, how deaf hearers, 
think you, should I have ? “Deaf hearers doubt- 
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less’’ (quoth I), “and in good faith no marvel, • 
And to be plain with you, truly I cannot allow 
that such communication shall be used, or 
such counsel given, as you be sure shall never 
be regarded nor received. For how can so 
strange informations be profitable, or how can 
they be beaten into their heads, whose minds 
be already prevented with clean contrary 
persuasions ? This school philosophy is not 
unpleasant among friends in familiar com- 
munication, but in the counsels of kings, 
where great matters be debated and reasoned 
with great authority, these things have no 
place.” “That is it which I meant” (quoth he), 

“ when I said philosophy had no place among 
kings.” “ Indeed ” (quoth I),“ this school philo- 
sophy hath not : which thinketh all things meet 
for every place. But there is another philo- 
sophy more civil, which knoweth, as ye would 
say, her own stage, and thereafter ordering and 
behaving herself in the play that she hath 
in hand, playeth her part accordingly with 
comeliness, uttering nothing out oi due, order 
and fashion. And this is the philosophy that 
you must use. Or else whilst a comedy of 
Plautus is playing, and the vile bondmen scoff- 
ing and trifling among themselves, if you 
should suddenly come upon the stage in a 
philosopher’s apparel, and rehearse ^out of 
Octavia the place wherein Seneca disputeth 
with Nero : had it not been better for you 
to have played the dumb person, than by 
rehearsing that which served neither for the 
time nor place, to have made such a tragical 
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comedy or gallimaufry? For by bringing 
in other stuff that nothing appertaineth to the 
present matter, you must needs mar and per- 
vert the play that is in hand, though the stuff 
that you bring be much better. What part 
soever you have taken upon you, play that 
as well as you can and make the best of it. 
And do not therefore disturb and bring out 
of order the whole matter, because that 
another, which is merrier and better, cometh 
to your remembrance. So the case standeth 
in a commonwealth, and so it is in the 
consultations of kings and princes. If evil 
opinions and naughty persuasions cannot be 
utterly and quite plucked out of their hearts, 
if you cannot even as you would remedy vices 
which use and custom hath confirmed : yet 
for this cause you must not leave and forsake 
the commonwealth : you must not forsake 
the ship in a tempest, because you cannot rule 
and keep down the winds. No, nor you must 
not labour to drive into their heads new and 
strange informations, which you know well 
shall be nothing regarded with them that be 
of clean contrary minds. But you must with 
a crafty wile and a subtle train study and en- 
deavour yourself, as much as in you lieth, to 
handle the matter wittily and handsomely for 
the purpose, and that which you cannot turn 
to good, so to order it that it be not very bad. 
For it is not possible for all things to be well, 
unless all men were good. Which I think 
will not be yet these good many years.^^ By 
this means” (quoth he) “nothing else will be 



brought to pass, but while that I go about to 
remedy the madness of others, I should be 
even as mad as they. For if I would speak 
such things that be true I must needs speak 
such things : but as for to speak false things, 
whether that be a philosopher’s part or no I 
cannot tell, truly it is not my part. Howbeit 
this communication of mine, though perad- 
venture it may seem unpleasant to them, yet 
can I not see why it should seem strange, or 
foolishly new-fangled. If so be that I should 
speak those things that Plato feigneth in his 
weal public, or that the Utopians do in 
theirs, th'ese things, though they were (as they 
be indeed) better, yet they might seem spoken 
out of place. Forasmuch as here among us, 
every man hath his possessions several to him- 
self, and there all things be common. ^But 
what was in my communication contained, 
that might not, and ought not, in any place 
to be spoken- Saving that to them which 
have thoroughly decreed and determined with 
themselves to run headlong the contrary way, 
it cannot be acceptable and pleasant, because 
it calieth them back and showeth them the 
jeopardies. Verily, if all ^things that evil and 
vicious manners have caused to seem incon- 
venient and naught should be refused, as 
things unmeet and reproachful, then we must 
among Christian people wink at the most part 
of all those things which Christ taught us, 
and so straightly forbade them to be winked 
at, that those things also which He whispered 
in the ears of His disciples He commanded to 
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be proelaimed in open houses. And yet the 
most part of them are more dissident from the 
manners of the world nowadays than my 
communication was. But preachers, sly and 
wily men, following your counsel (as I sup- 
pose), because they saw men evil-willing to 
frame their manners to Christ’s rule, they 
have wrested and wryed his doctrine, and like 
a rule of lead have applied it to men’s 
manners : that by some means at the least 
way, they might agree together. Whereby I 
cannot see what good they have done, but 
that men may more sickerly be evil. And I 
truly should prevail even as little in kings’ 
councils. For either I must say otherwise 
than they say, and then I were as good to say 
nothing, or else I must say the same that they 
say, and (as Mitio saith in Terence) help to 
further their madness. For that crafty wile 
and subtle train of yours, I cannot perceive to 
what purpose it serve th, wherewith you would 
have me to study and endeavour myself, if all 
things cannot be made good, yet to handle 
them wittily and handsomely for the purpose, 
that as far forth as is possible they may not be 
very evil. For there is no place to dissemble 
in, nor to wink in. Naughty counsels must 
be openly allowed, and very pestilent decrees 
must be approved. He shall be counted 
worse than a spy, yea, almost as evil as a 
traitor, that with a faint heart doth praise evil 
and noisome decrees. Moreover, a man can 
have no occasion to do good, chancing into 
the company of them, which will sooner pervert 




T i *! E r i rl S 1" B O C3 K 

a good man, than be made good themselves : 
through whose evil company he shall be 
marred, or else if he remain good and inno- 
cent, yet the wickedness and folly of others 
shall be imputed to him, and laid in his neck. 
So that it is impossible with that crafty wile 
and subtle train to turn anything to better. 
Wherefore Plato, by a goodly similitude, de- 
clareth why wise men refrain to meddle in 
the commonwealth. For when they see the 
people swarm into the streets, and daily wet 
to the skin with rain, and yet cannot persuade 
them to go out of the rain, and to take their 
houses, knowing well that if they should go 
out to them, they should nothing prevail, nor 
win aught by it, but with them be yvet also in 
the rain, they do keep themselves within their 
houses, being content that they be safe them- 
selves, seeing they cannot remedy the folly of 
the people. Howbeit, doubtless, Master More 
(to speak truly as my mind giveth me), where 
possessions be private, where money beareth 
all the stroke, it is hard and almost impossible 
that there the weal public may justly be 
governed and prosperously flourish. Unless 
you think thus : that Justice is there executed, 
where all things come into the hands of evil 
men, or that prosperity there flourisheth, 
where all is divided among a few : which few 
nevertheless do not lead their lives very 
wealthily, and the residue live miserably, 
wretchedly, and beggarly. Wherefore when 
I consider with myself and weigh in my mind 
the wise and godly ordinances of the Utopians, 
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among whom, with very few laws, all things 
be so well and wealthily ordered, that virtue 
is had in prize and estimation, and yet all 
things being there common, every man hath 
abundance of everything. Again, on the 
other part, when I compare with them so 
many nations ever making new laws, yet none 
of them all well and sufficiently furnished 
with laws : where every man calleth that he 
hath gotten his own proper and private goods, 
where so many new laws daily made be not 
sufficient for every man to enjoy, defend, and 
know from another man’s that which he 
calleth his own : which thing the infinite 
controversies in the law, daily rising, never to 
be ended, plainly declare to be true. These 
things (I say), when I consider with myself, I 
hold well with Plato, and do nothing marvel, 
that he would make no laws for them that 
refused those laws whereby all men should 
have and enjoy equal portions of wealth and 
commodities. For the wise man did easily 
foresee this to be the one and only w^ay to the 
wealth of a community, if equality of all 
things should be brought in and established. 
Which I think is not possible to be observed 
where every man’s goods be proper and 
peculiar to himself. For where every man 
under certain titles and pretences draweth and 
plucketh to him, self as much as he can, so that 
a few divide among themselves ail the whole 
riches, be there never so much abundance and 
store, there to the residue is left lack and 
poverty. And for the most part it chanceth 
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that this latter sort is more worthy to enjoy 
that state of wealth, than the other be : 
because the rich men be covetous, crafty, and 
unprofitable. On the other part, the poor 
be lowly, simple, and by their daily labour 
more profitable to the commonwealth than 
to themselves. Thus I do fully persuade 
myself that no equal and just distribution of 
things can be made, nor that perfect wealth 
shall ever be among men, unless this pro- 
priety be exiled and banished. But so long 
as it shall continue, so long shall remain 
among the most and best part of men the 
heavy and inevitable burden of poverty and 
wretchedness. Which, as I grant that it may 
be somewhat eased, so I utterly deny that it 
can wholly be taken away. For if there were 
a statute made, that no man should possess 
above a certain measure of ground, and that 
no man should have in his stock above a 
prescript and appointed sum of money : if it 
were by certain laws decreed, that neither the 
king should be of too great power, neither 
the people too haughty and wealthy, and that 
offices should not be obtained by inordinate 
suit, or by bribes and gifts : that they should 
neither be bought nor sold, nor that it should 
be needful for the officers to be at any cost 
or charge in their offices : for so occasion is 
given to them by fraud and ravin to gather 
up their money again, and by reason of gifts 
and bribes the offices be given to rich men, 
which should rather have been executed of 
wise men i by such laws, I say, like as sick 
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bodies that be desperate and past cure, be 
wont with continual good cherishing to be 
kept and botched up for a time : so these 
evils also might be lightened and mitigated. 
But that they may be perfectly cured, and 
brought to a good and upright state, it is not 
to be hoped for whiles every man is master of 
his own to himself. Yea, and whiles you go 
about to do your cure of one part, you shall 
make bigger the sore of another part, so the 
help of one causeth another’s harm : foras- 
much as nothing can be given to anyone, un- 
less it be taken from another.” “But I am of 
a contrary opinion” (quoth I), “for methinketh 
that men shall never there live wealthily 
where all things be common. For how can 
there be abundance of goods, or of anything, 
where every man withdraweth his hand from 
labour ? Whom the regard .of his own gains 
driveth not to work, but the hope that he 
hath in other men’s travails maketh him 
slothful. Then when they be pricked with 
poverty, and yet no man can by any law or 
right defend that for his own, which he hath 
gotten with the labour of his own hands, shall 
not there of necessity be continual sedition 
and bloodshed ? Specially the authority and 
reverence of magistrates being taken away, 
which, what place it may have with such men 
among whom is no difference, I cannot devise.” 
“ I marvel not ” (quoth he) “ that you be of 
this opinion. For you conceive in your mind 
either none at all, or else a very false image 
and similitude of this thing. But if you had 
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been with me in Utopia, and had presently 
seen their fashions and laws, as I did, which 
lived there five years, and more, and would 
never have come hence, but only to make 
that new land known here : then, doubtless, 
you would grant that you never saw people well 
ordered, but only there,” “Surely” (quoth 
Master Peter) “it shall be hard for you to make 
me believe that there is better order in that 
new land than is here in these countries 
that we know. For good wits be as well here . 
as there ; and I think our commonwealths 
be ancienter than theirs ; wherein long use 
and experience hath found out many things 
commodious for man’s life, besides that many 
things here among us have been found by 
chance, which no wit could ever have devised.” 
“As touching the ancientness ” (quoth he) “ of 
commonwealths, then you might better judge, 
If you had read the histories and chronicles of 
that land, which if we may believe, cities 
were there, before men were here. Now 
what thing soever hitherto by wit hath been 
devised, or found by chance, that might be 
as well there as here. But_ I think verily, 
though it were so, that we did pass them in 
wit : yet in study, in travail, and in labour- 
some endeavour they far pass us. For (as their 
chronicles testify) before our arrival there, 
they never heard anything of us, whom they 
call the ultraequinoctials : saving that once, 
about twelve hundred years ago, a certain ship 
was lost by the Isle of Utopia which was 
flriven thither by tempest. Certain Romans 
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and Egyptians were cast on land. Which 
after that never went thence. Mark now 
what profit they took of this one occasion 
through diligence and earnest travail There 
was no craft nor science within the Empire of 
Rome whereof any profit could rise, but they 
either learned it of these strangers, or else of 
them taking occasion to search for it, found it 
out. So great profit was it to them -that ever 
any went thither from hence. But if any 
like chance before this hath brought any man 
from thence hither, that is as quite out of 
remembrance, as this also perchance in time 
to come shall be forgotten, that ever I was 
there. And like as they quickly, almost at 
the first meeting, made their own, whatsoever 
is among us wealthily devised : so I suppose 
it would be long before we would receive 
anything that among them is better instituted 
than among us. And this I suppose is the 
chief cause why their commonwealths be 
wiselier governed, and do flourish in more 
wealth than ours, though we neither in wit 
nor riches be their inferiors.^* “Therefore, 
gentle Master Raphael” (quoth I), "‘I pray 
you and beseech you describe unto us the 
Island. And study not to be short : but 
declare largely in order their grounds, their 
rivers, their cities, their people, their manners, 
their ordinances, their laws, and, to be short, 
all things that you shall think us desirous to 
know. And you shall think us desirous to 
know whatsoever we know not yet.” “ There 
is nothing ” (quoth he) “ that I will do gladlier. 
7S 
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For all these things I have fresh in mind* But 
the matter requireth leisure.’’ Let us go in, 
therefore” (quoth I), ‘Ho dinner, afterward 
we will bestow the time at our pleasure.” 
« Content” (quoth he) “be it.” So we went 
in and dined. When dinner was done we 
came into the same place again, and sat us 
down upon the same bench, commanding 
our servants that no man should trouble us. 
Then I and Master Peter Giles desired Master 
Raphael to perform his promise. He, there- 
fore, seeing us desirous and willing to hearken 
to him, when he had sat still and paused a 
little while, musing and bethinking himself, 
thus he began to speak. 


THE END OF THE FIRST BOOK 




The Second Book 

of the communication of Raphael Hythloday, 
concerning the best state of a commonwealth 
containing the description of Utopia, with a 
large declaration of the politic government, 
and of all the good laws and orders 
of the same island 




The Description of 
Utopia 

The Island of Utopia containeth in breadth 
in the middle part of it (for there it is broadest) 
two hundred miles. Which breadth con- 
tinueth through the most part of the land, 
saving that by little and little it cometh in 
and waxeth narrow’er towards both the ends. 
Which fetching about a circuit or compass of 
five hundred miles, do fashion the whole Island 
like to the new moon. Between these two 
corners the sea runneth in, dividing ^ them 
asunder by the distance of eleven miles or 
thereabouts, and there surmounteth into a 
large and wide sea, which by reason that the 
land on every side compasseth it about, and 
sheltereth it from the winds, is not rough, nor 
mounteth not with great waves, but almost 
floweth quietly, not much unlike a great stand- 
ing pool : and maketh welhnigh all the space 
within the belly of the land in manner of 
a haven,: and to the great commodity of the 
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civil gentleness, wherein they now go beyond 
all the people of the world : even at his first 
arriving and entering upon the land, forthwith 
obtaining the victory, caused fifteen miles’ 
space of uplandish ground, .where the sea had 
no passage, to be cut and digged up. And so 
brought the sea round about the land. He 
set to this work not only the inhabitants of 
the island (because they should not think it 
done in contumely and despite) but also all 
his own soldiers. Thus the work being 
divided into so great a number of workmen, 
was with exceeding marvellous sp’eed dis- 
patched. Insomuch that the borderers, which 
at the first began to mock and to jest 
at this vain enterprise, then turned their 
derision to marvel at the success, and to fear. 
There be in the Island fifty-four large and 
fair cities, or shire towns, agreeing altogether 
in one tongue, in like manners, institutions, 
and laws. They be all set and situated alike, 
and in all points fashioned alike, as far forth as 
the. place or plot suffereth. 

Of these cities they that be nighest together 
be twenty-four miles asunder. Again there is 
none of them distant from the next above one 
day’s journey on foot. There come yearly to 
Amaurote out of every city three old men, 
wise and well experienced, there to entreat 
and debate of the common matters of the 
land. For this city (because it standeth just 
in the middle of the Island, and is therefore 
most meet for the ambassadors of all parts of 
the realm) is taken for the chief and head 




city. The precincts and bounds of the shires 
be so commodiously appointed out, and set 
forth for the cities, that none of them all hath 
of any side less than twenty miles of ground, 
and of some side also much more, as or that 
part where the cities be of farther distance 
asunder. None of the cities desire to enlarge 
the bounds and limits of their shires. For 
they count themselves rather^ the good hus- 
bands, than the owners of their lands. They 
have in the country in all parts of the shire 
houses or farms built, well appointed and iur- 
nished with all sorts of instruments and tools 
belonging to husbandry. These houses be in- 
habited of the citizens, which come thither to 
dwell by course. No household or farm in 
the country hath fewer than forty persons, 
men and women, besides two bondmen, which 
be all under the rule and order of the good- 
man and the good-wife of the house, being 
both very sage, discreet, and ancient persons. 
And every thirty farms or families have one 
head ruler, which is called a Philarche, being, 
as it were, a head bailiff. Out of every one 
of these families or farms cometh every year 
into the city twenty persons which have con- 
tinued two years before in the country. In 
their place so many fresh be sent thither out 
of the city, who, of them that have been there 
a year already, and be therefore expert and 
cunning in husbandry, shall be instructed and 
taught. And they the next year shall teach 
other. This order is used for fear that^ either 
scarceness of victuals, or some other like incom- 
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modity should chance, through lack of know- 
ledge : if they should, be altogether new, and 
fresh, and unexpert in husbandry,^ This 
manner and fashion of yearly changing and 
renewing the occupiers of husbandry, though 
it be solemn and customably used, to the 
intent that no man shall be constrained against 
his will to continue long in that hard and 
sharp kind of life, yet many of them have 
such a pleasure and delight in husbandry, that 
they obtain a longer space of years. These 
husbandmen plough and till the ground, and 
breed up cattle, and provide and make ready 
wood, which they carry to the city either by 
land, or by water, as they may most con- 
veniently. They bring up a great multitude 
of pulley n, and that by a marvellous policy. 
For the hens do not sit upon the eggs : but 
by keeping them in a certain equal heat they 
bring life into them, and hatch them. The 
chickens, as soon as they be come out of the 
shell, follow men and women instead of the 
hens. They bring up very few horses : nor 
none but very fierce ones : and that for none 
other use or purpose, but only to exercise 
their youth in riding and feats of arms. For 
oxen be put to all the labour of ploughing and 
drawing. Which they grant to be not so good 
as horses at a sudden brunt, and (as we say) at a 
dead lift, but yet they hold opinion, that oxen 
will abide and suiFer much more labour, pain, 
and hardness, than horses will. And they 
think that oxen be not in danger and subject 
unto so many diseases, and that they be kept 



and maintained with much less cost and 
charge : and, finally, that they be good for 
meat when they be past labour. They sow 
corn only for bread. For their drink is either 
wine made of grapes, or else of apples, or pears, 
or else it is clear water. And many times 
mead made of honey or liquorice sodden in 
water, for thereof they have great store. And 
though they know certainly (for they know 
it perfectly indeed) how much victuals the 
city with the whole country or shire round 
about it doth spend : yet they sow much more 
corn, and breed up much more cattle, than 
serveth for their own use, parting the overplus 
among their borderers. Whatsoever necessary 
things be lacking in the country, all . such 
stuff they fetch out of the city : where without 
any exchange they easily obtain it of the 
magistrates of the city. For every month 
many of them go into the city on the holy 
day. When their harvest day draweth near, 
and is at hand, then the Philarches, which be 
the head officers and bailiffs of husbandry, 
send word to the magistrates of the city wh'at 
number of harvestmen is needful to be sent 
to them out of the city. The which company 
of harvestmen being ready at the day ap- 
pointed, almost in one fair day dispatcheth all 
the harvest work. 


of the Cities and namely of 
Amaurote 


As for their cities, whoso knoweth one of 
them, knoweth them ail : they be all so like 
one to another, as far forth as the nature of 
the, place permitteth. I will describe, there- 
fore, to you one or other of them, for it 
skilleth not greatly which : but which rather 
than Amaurote? Of them all this is the 
worthiest and of most dignity. For the residue 
acknowledge it for the head city, because there 
is the council-house. Nor to me any of them 
all is better beloved, as wherein I lived five 
whole years together. The city of Amaurote 
standeth upon the side of a low hill, in fashion 
almost four-square. For the breadth of it 
beginneth a little beneath the top of the hill, 
and still continueth by the space of two miles, 
until it come to the river of Anyder. The 
length of it, which lieth by the river- side, 
is somewhat more. The river of Anyder 
riseth four*and twenty miles above Amaurote 
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out of a little spring. But being increased by 
other small rivers and brooks that run into it, 
and among other two somewhat big ones, 
before the city it is half a mile broad, and 
farther broader. And forty miles beyond the 
city it falletli into the ocean sea. By all that 
space that lieth between the sea and the city, 
and certain miles also above the city, the water 
ebbeth and floweth six hours together with a 
swift tide. When the sea floweth in, for the 
length of thirty miles, it filleth all the Anyder 
with salt water, and driveth back the fresh 
water of the river. And somewhat further it 
changeth the sweetness of the fresh water 
with saltness. But a little beyond that the 
river waxeth sweet, and runneth foreby the 
city fresh and pleasant. And when the sea 
ebbeth and goeth back again, the fresh water 
folio weth it almost even to the very fall into 
the sea. There goeth a bridge over the river 
made not of piles or of timber, but of stone- 
work, with gorgeous and substantial arches at 
that part of the city that is farthest from the 
sea : to the intent that ships may pass along 
foreby all the side of the city without let. 
They have also another river which, indeed, 
is not very great. But it runneth gently and 
pleasantly. For it riseth even out of the same 
hill that the city standeth upon, and runneth 
down a slope through the midst of the city 
into Anyder. And because it riseth a little 
without the city, the Amaurotians have en- 
closed the head-spring of it with strong fences 
and bulwarks, and so have joined it to the 
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city. This is done to the intent that the 
water should not be stopped, nor turned away, 
nor poisoned, if their enemies should chance to 
come upon them. From thence the water is 
derived and conveyed down in channels of brick 
divers ways into the lower parts of the city. 
Where that cannot be done, by reason that 
the place will not suffer it, there they gather 
the rain-water in great cisterns, which doeth 
them as good service. The city is compassed 
about with a high and thick stone wall full of 
turrets and bulwarks. A dry ditch, but deep, 
and broad, and overgrown with bushes, briers, 
and thorns, goeth about three sides or quarters 
of the city. To the fourth side the river 
itself serveth for a ditch. The streets be 
appointed and set forth very commodious and 
handsome, both for carriage, and also against 
the winds. The houses be of fair and gorgeous 
building, and on the street side they stand 
joined together in a long row, through the 
whole street, without any partition or separa- 
tion. The streets be twenty feet broad. On 
• the back side of the houses, through the whole 
length of the street, lie large gardens enclosed 
round about with the back part of the streets. 
Every house hath two doors, one into the 
street, and a postern door on the back side 
into the garden. These doors be made with 
two leaves, never locked nor bolted, so easy 
. to be opened, that they will follow the least 
drawing of a linger, and shut again alone. 
Whoso will, may go in, for there is nothing 
within the houses that is private, or any man^s 



own. And every tenth year they change their 
houses by lot. They set great store by their 
gardens. In them they have vineyards^ all 
manner of fruit, herbs, and flowers, so pleas- 
ant, so well furnished, and so finely kept, that 
I never saw thing more fruitful nor better 
trimmed in any place. Their study and dili- 
gence herein cometh not only of pleasure, but 
also of a certain strife and contention that is 
between street and street concerning the 
trimming, husbanding, and furnishing of their 
gardens ; every man for his own part. And 
verily you shall not lightly find in all the city 
anything that is more commodious, either for 
the profit of the citizens or for pleasure. And, 
therefore, it may seem that the first founder 
of the city minded nothing so much as these 
gardens. For they say that King Utopus him- 
self, even at the first beginning, appointed 
and drew forth the platform of the city into 
this fashion and figure that it hath now, but 
the gallant garnishing, and the beautiful setting 
forth of it, whereunto he saw that one man’s 
age would not suffice : that he left to his- 
posterity. For their chronicles, which they 
keep written with all diligent circumspec- 
tion, containing the history of one thousand 
seven hundred and sixty years, even from the 
first conquest of the Island, record and witness 
that the houses in the beginning were very 
low, and like homely cottages or poor shep- 
herd houses, made, at all adventures, of 
every rude piece of timber that came first 
to hand, with mud walls, and ridged roofs' 
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thatched over with straw. But now the 
houses be curiously built, after a gorgeous 
and gallant sort, with three stories, one over 
another. The outsides of the walls be made 
either of hard flint, or of plaster, or else of 
brick, and the inner sides be well strengthened 
with timber work. The roofs be plain and 
flat, covered with a certain kind of plaster 
that is of no cost, and yet so tempered that no 
fire can hurt or perish it, and withstandeth 
the violence of the weather better than any 
lead. They keep the wind out of their 
windows with glass, for it is there much used, 
and some here also with fine linen cloth 
dipped in oil or amberj and that for two com- 
modities. For by this means more light 
cometh in, and the wind is better kept out. 






of the Magistrates 


Every thirty families or farms choose them 
yearly an officer, which in their old language 
is called the Syphograunte, and by a newer 
name the Philarche. Every ten Syphograuntes, 
with all their thirty families, be under an officer 
which was once called the Tranibore, now 
the chief Philarche. Moreover, as concern- 
ing the election of the prince, all the Sypho- 
grauntes, which be in number two hundred, 
first be sworn to choose him whom they think 
most meet and expedient. Then by a secret 
election, they name prince one of those four 
whom the people before named unto them. 
For out of the four quarters of the city there 
be four chosen, out of every quarter one, to 
stand for the election : which be put up to 
the council. The prince’s office continueth 
all his lifetime, unless he be deposed or put 
down for suspicion of tyranny. They choose 
the Tranibores yearly, but lightly they change 
them not. All the other officers be but for 
one year. The Tranibores every third day, 
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and sometimes, if need be, oftener, come into 
the council-house with the prince. Their 
counsel is concerning the commonwealth. 

If there be any controversies among the 
commoners, which be very few, they dispatch 
and end them by and by. They take ever 
. two Syphograuntes to them in counsel, and 

' every day a new couple. And it is provided 

that nothing touching the commonwealth shall 
be confirmed and ratified, unless it have been 
reasoned of and debated three days in the 
, council before it be decreed. It is death to 

have any consultation for the commonwealth 
out of the council, or the place of the common 
election. This statute, they say, was made 
to the intent, that the prince and Tranibores 
might not easily conspire together to oppress 
the people by tyranny, and to change the 
state of the weal public. Therefore matters 
of great weight and importance be brought to 
the election-house of the Syphograuntes, which 
open the naatter to their families. And after- 
wards, when they have consulted among them- 
selves, they show their device to the council. 

I Sometimes the matter is brought before the 

I council of the whole Island. Furthermore, 

this custom also the council useth, to dispute 
I or reason of no matter the same day that it is 

first proposed or put forth, but to defer it to 
the next sitting of the council. Because that 
no man when he hath rashly there spoken 
that cometh to his tongue’s end, shall then i 

afterward rather study for reasons wherewith 




sentence, than for the commodity of the 
commonwealth : as one rather willing the 
harm or hindrance of the weal public than 
any loss or diminution of his own existima- 
tipn. And as one that would be ashamed 
(which is a very foolish shame) to be counted 
anything at the first overseen in the matter. 
Who at the first ought to have spoken rather 
wisely, than hastily or rashly. 
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Of Sciences, Crafts, and 
Occupations 

Husbandry is a science common to them all 
in general, both men and women, wherein 
they be all expert and cunning. In this 
they be all instructed even from their youth : 
partly in their schools with traditions and 
precepts, and partly in the country nigh the 
city, brought up as it were in playing, not 
only beholding the use of it, but by occasion 
of exercising their bodies practising it also. 
Besides husbandry, , which (as 1 said) is 
common to them all, every one of them 
learneth one or other several and particular 
science, as ’ his own proper craft. That is 
most commonly either cloth- working in wool 
or flax, or masonry, or the smith’s craft, or 
the carpenter’s science. For there is none 
other occupation that' any number to speak 
of doth use there. For their garments, which 
throughout all the island be of one fashion 
(saving that there is a difference between the 
(B 964) 97 H 





marl’s garment and the woman s, between the 
married and the unmarried), and this one 
continueth for evermore unchanged, seemly 
and comely to the eye, no let to the moving 
and welding of the body, also fit both for 
winter and summer : as for these garments 
(I say) every family maketh their own. But 
of the other foresaid crafts every man learneth 
one. And not only the men, but also the 
women. But the women, as the weaker sort, 
be put to the easier crafts : as to work wool 
and flax. The more laboursome sciences be 
committed to the men. For the most part 
every man is brought up in his father s craft. 
For most commonly they be naturally thereto 
bent and inclined. But if a man’s mind stand 
to any other, he is by adoption put into a 
family of that occupation, which he doth most 
fantasy. Whom not only his father, but also 
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than the miserable and wretched condition of 
bondmen. Which nevertheless is almost every- 
where the life of workmen and artificers, 
saving in Utopia. For they, dividing the day 
and the night into twenty-four just hours, 
appoint and assign only six of those hours to 
work ; three before noon, upon the which, they 
go straight to dinner : and after dinner, when 
they have rested two hours, then they work 
three hours, and upon that they go to supper. 
About eight of the clock in the evening 
(counting one of the clock at the first hour 
after noon) they go to bed : eight hours they 
give to sleep. All the void time, that is 
between the hours of work, sleep, and meat, 
that they be suffered to bestow, every man as 
he liketh best himself. Not to the intent 
that they should misspend this time in riot or 
slothfulness : but being then licensed from 
the labour of their own occupations, to bestow 
the time well and thriftily upon some other 
science, as shall please them. For it is a 
solemn custom there to have lectures daily 
early in the morning ; where to be present 
they only be constrained that be namely 
chosen and appointed to learning. Howbeit 
a great multitude of every sort of people, both 
men and women, go to hear lectures, some 
one and some another, as every man’s nature 
is inclined. ' Yet, this notwithstanding, if any 
man had rather bestow this time upon his 
own occupation (as it chanceth in many, 
whose minds rise not in the contemplation 
of any science liberal) he is not letted nor 



but is also praised and commended, 
le to the commonwealth* After 
one hour in play : in 
„.d-ns ; in winter in their 
where they dine and_ sup. 
themselves in music, or 


supper they bestow 
summer in their gardens 
common halls : V. - - 

There they exercise . , 

else.in honest and wholesome communication. ■ 
Dice-play, and such other foolish and per- 
nicious games they know not. But they use 
two games not much unlike the chess._ Ihc 
one is the battle of numbers, wherein one 
number stealeth away another. The other 
is wherein vices fight with virtues, as it were 
in battle array, or a set field. In the which 
game is very properly showed both the strife 
and discotd that vices have among themselves, 
and again their unity and concord against 
virtues : and also what vices be repugnant to 
what virtues : with what power and strength 
they assail them openly : by what wiles and 
subtlety they assault them secretly: with 
what help and aid the virtues resist, and 
fhp‘ DTiissance of the vices : by what 
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modity of life. Tlie which thing you also 
shall perceive, if you weigh and consider with 
yourselves how great a part of the people in 
other countries liveth idle. First, almost all 
women, which be the half of the whole 
number : or else if the women be some- 
where occupied, there most commonly in. their 
stead the men be idle. Besides this, how 
great and how idle a company is there of 
priests and religious men, as they call them ? 
Put thereto all rich men, specially all landed 
men, which commonly be called gentlemen, 
and noblemen. Take into this number also 
their servants : I meaii all that flock of stout 
bragging rush-bucklers. Joined to them also 
sturdy and valiant beggars, cloaking their idle 
life under the colour of some disease or 
sickness. And truly you shall find them 
much fewer than you thought, by whose labour 
all these things are wrought, that in men’s 
affairs are now daily used and frequented. 
Now consider with yourself, of those few 
that do work, how few be occupied in 
necessary works. For where money beareth 
all the swing, there many vain and superfluous 
occupations must needs be used, to serve only 
^for riotous superfluity and unhonest pleasure. 
For the same multitude that now is occu- 
pied in work, if they were divided into so 
few occupations as the necessary use of nature 
requireth ; in so great plenty of things as 
then of necessity would ensue, doubtless the 
prices would be too little for the artificers 
to maintain their livings. But if all these 








that be now busied about unprofitable occupa- 
tions, with all the whole flock of them that 
live idly and slothfully, which consume and 
waste every one of them more of these things 
that come by other men^s labour, than two oi 
the workmen themselves dp : if all these (I 
say) were set to profitable occupations, you 
easily perceive how little time would be 
enough, yea and too much, to store us with 
all things that may be requisite either for 
necessity or for commodity, yea or for 
pleasure, so that the same pleasure be true 
and natural. And this in Utopia the thing 
itself maketh manifest and plain. For there 
in all the city, with the whole country or 
shire adjoining to it, scarcely five hundred 
persons of all the whole number of men and 
women, that be neither too old nor too weak to 
work, be licensed and discharged from labour. 
Among them be the Syphograuntes (who though 
they be by the laws exempt and privileged 
from labour) yet they exempt not themselves : 
to the intent that they may the rather by 
their example provoke others to work. The 
same vacation from labour do they also 
enjoy to whom the people, persuaded by the 
commendation of the priests and secret 
election of the Syphograuntes, have given a 
perpetual licence from labour to learning. 
But if any one of them prove not according 
to the expectation and hope of him con- 
ceived, he is forthwith plucked back to the 
company of artificers. And contrariwise, often 
it chanceth that a handicraftsman doth so 
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earnestly bestow his vacant and spare hours 
in learning, and through diligence so profiteth 
therein, that he is taken from ,his handy 
occupation, and promoted to the company of 
the learned. Out of this order of the learned 
be chosen ambassadors, priests, Tranibores, 
and finally the prince himself. Whom they 
in their old tongue call Barzanes, and by a 
newer name, Adamus. The residue of the 
people being neither idle, nor yet occupied 
about unprofitable exercises, it may be easily 
judged in how few hours how much good 
work by them may be done and dispatched, 
towards those things that I have spoken of. 
This commodity they have also above others, 
that in the most part of necessary occupations 
they need not so much work as other nations 
do. For first of all the building or repairing 
of houses asketh everywhere so many men’s 
continual labour, because that the unthrifty 
heir suffereth the houses that his father built 
in continuance of time to fall in decay. So 
that which he might have upholden with 
little cost, his successor is constrained to 
build it again anew, to his great charge. Yea, 
many times also the house that stood one man 
in much money, another io of so nice and so 
delicate a mind that he setteth nothing by it. 
And it being neglected, and therefore shortly 
falling into ruin, he buildeth up another in 
another place with no less cost and charge. 
But among the Utopians, where all things be 
set in a good order, and the commonwealth 
in a good stay, it very seldom chanceth that 
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they choose a new plot to build a house upon. 
And they do not only find speedy and quick 
remedies for present faults : but also prevent 
them that be like to fall. And by this means 
their houses continue and last very long with 
little labour and small reparations : in so 
much that this kind of workmen sometimes 
have almost nothing to do. But that they 
be commanded to hew timber at home, and 
to square and trim up stones, to the intent 
that if any work chance, it may 'the speedier 
rise. Now, sir, in their apparel, mark (I 
pray you) how few workmen they need. 
First of all, whilst they be at work, they be 
covered homely with leather or skins, that 
will last seven years. When they go forth 
abroad they cast upon them a cloak, which 
hideth the other homely apparel. These 
cloaks throughout the whole Island be all of 
one colour, and that is the natural colour of 
the wool. They therefore do not only spend 
much less woollen- cloth than is spent in 
other countries, but also the same standeth 
them in much less cost. But linen cloth is 
made with less labour, and is therefore had 
more in use. But in linen cloth only 
whiteness, in woollen only cleanliness, is 
regarded. As for the smallness or fineness 
of the thread, that is nothing passed for. 
And this is the cause wherefor in other 
places four or five cloth gowns of divers 
colours, and as many silk coats, be not enough 
^ for one man. Yea, and if he be of the 
delicate and nice sort, ten be too few : 


whereas there one garment will serve a man 
most commonly two years. For why should 
he desire more ? Seeing if he had them, he 
should not be the better happed or covered 
from cold, neither in his apparel any whit 
the comelier. Wherefore, seeing they be all 
exercised in profitable occupations, and that 
few artificers in the same crafts be sufficient, 
this is the cause that, plenty of all things 
being among them, they do sometimes bring 
forth an innumerable company of people to 
amend the highways, if any be broken. 
Many times also, when they have no such 
work to be occupied about, an open proclama-' 
tion is made, that they shall bestow fewer 
hours in work. For the magistrates do not 
exercise their citizens against their wills in 
unneedful labours. For why, in the institution 
of that weal public, this end is only and 
chiefly pretended and minded, that what time 
may possibly be spared from the necessary 
occupations and aflhirs of the commonwealth, 
all that the citizens should withdraw from 
the bodily service to the free liberty of the 
mind and garnishing of the same. For 
herein they suppose the felicity of this life 
to consist. 


of their Living and Mutual 
Conversation together 

But now will I declare how the citizens 
use themselves one towards another : what 
familiar occupying and entertainment there 
is among the people, and what fashion they 
use in the distribution of everything. First 
the city consisteth of families, the families 
most commonly be made of kindreds. For 
the women, when they be married at a lawful 
age, they go into their husbands’ houses. 
But the male children, with all the^ whole 
male offspring, continue still in their own 
family and be governed of the eldest and 
ancientest father, unless he dote for age : for 
then the next to him in age is placed in his 
room. But to the intent the prescript number 
of the citizens should neither decrease nor 
above measure increase, it is ordained that no 
family, which in every city be six thousand 
in the whole, besides them of the country, 
shall at once have fewer children of the age 


of fourteen years or thereabout than ten or 
more than sixteen, for of children under this 
age no number can be prescribed or appointed. 

This measure or number is easily observed 
and kept, by putting them that in fuller 
families be above the number into families 
^ of smaller increase. But if chance be that 

in the whole city the store increase .above the 
just number, therewith they fill up the lack 
of other cities. But if so be that the 
multitude throughout the whole Island pass 
and exceed the due number, then they 
choose out of every city certain citizens, and 
build up a town under their own laws in the 
next land where the inhabitants have much 
waste and unoccupied ground, receiving also 
of the same country people to them, if they 
will join and dwell with them. They thus 
, ' " joining and dwelling together do easily agree I ■ 

I in one fashion of living, and that to the great ; ■ 

. wealth of both the peoples. For they so 
bring the matter about by their laws, that the pH 

ground which before was neither good nor 
profitable for the one nor for the other, is 
I now sufficient and fruitful enough for them 

both. But if the inhabitants of that land i'J 

will not dwell with them to be ordered by 
their laws, then they drive them out of those 
bounds which they have limited and appointed 
out for themselves. And if they resist and 
rebel, then they make war against them. For 
i they count this the most just cause of warj 


when any people holdeth a piece of ground 
void and vacant to no good nor profitable 
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use, keeping others from the use and posses- 
sion of it, which notwithstanding by the law 
of nature ought thereof to be nourished and 
relieved. If any chance do so much diminish 
the number of any of their cities that it cannot 
be filled up again, without the diminishing of 
the just number of the other cities (which they 
say chanced but twice since the beginning of 
the land through a great pestilent plague), 
then they fulfil and ma^e up the number with 
citizens fetched out of their own foreign towns, 
for they had rather suffer their foreign towns 
to decay and perish, than any city of their own 
Island to be diminished. But now again to 
the conversation of the citizens among them- 
selves. The eldest (as I said) ruleth the family. 
The wives be ministers to their husbands, the 
children to their parents, and, to be short, the 
younger to their elders. Every city is divided 
into four equal parts or quarters. In the 
midst of every quarter there is a market-place 
of all manner of things. Thither the works 
of every family be brought into certain houses. 
And every kind of thing is laid up several in 
barns or store-houses. From hence the father 
of every family, or every householder, fetcheth 
whatsoever he and his have need of, and 
carrieth it away with him without money, 
without exchange, without any gage, pawn, 
or pledge. For why should anything be 
denied unto him ? Seeing there is abundance 
of all things, and that it is not to be feared 
lest any man will ask more than he needeth. 
For why should it bethought that that man 


would ask more than enough which is sure 
never to lack ? Certainly in all kinds of living 
creatures either fear of lack doth cause covet- 
ousness and raven, or in man only pnde, which 
counteth it a glorious thing to pass and excel 
others in the superEuous and vain ostentation 
of things. The which kind of vice among 
the Utopians can have no place. Next to the 
market-places that I spake of, stand meat 
markets : whither be brought not only all 
sorts of herbs, and the fruits of trees, with 
bread, but also fish, and all manner of four- 
footed beasts and wild -fowl that be man’s 
meat. But first the filthiness and odour thereof 
is clean washed away in the running river 
without the city, in places appointed meet for 
the same purpose. From thence the beasts 
be brought in killed, and clean washed by the 
hands of their bondmen. For they permit 
not their free citizens to accustom themselves 
to the killing of beasts, through the use 
whereof they think clemency, the gentlest 
affection of our nature, by little and little to 
decay and perish. Neither they suffer any- 
thing that is' filthy, loathsome, or uncleanly, 
to be brought into the city, lest the air by the 
stench thereof, infected and corrupt, should 
cause pestilent diseases. Moreover, every 
street hath certain great large halls set in 
equal distance one from another, every one 
known by a several name. In these halls 
dwell the Syphograuntes. And to every one 
of the same halls be appointed thirty families, 
on either side fifteen. The stewards of every 
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hall at a certain hour come in to the meat 
markets, where they receive meat according 
to the number of their halls. But first, and 
chiefiy of all, respect is had to the sick, that 
be cured in the hospitals. For in the circuit 
of the city, a little without the walls, they 
have four hospitals, so big, so wide, so ample, 
and so large, that they may seem four little 
towns, which were devised of that bigness 
partly to the intent the sick, be they never 
so many in number, should not lie too throng 
or strait, and, therefore, uneasily and incom- 
modiously : and partly that they which were 
taken and holden with contagious diseases, 
such as be wont by infection to creep from 
one to another, might be laid apart far from 
the company of the residue. These hospitals 
be so well appointed, and with all things 
necessary to health so furnished, and, more- 
over, so diligent attendance through the con- 
tinual presence of cunning physicians is given, 
that though no man be sent thither against 
his will, yet, notwithstanding, there is no sick 
person in all the city that had not rather lie 
there than at home in his own house. When 
the steward of the sick hath received such 
meats as the physicians have prescribed, then 
the best is equally divided among the halls, 
according to the company of every one, saving 
that there is had a respect to the prince, the 
bishop, the Tranibores, and to ambassadors, 
and all strangers, if there be any, which be 
very few and seldom., But they also, when 
they be there, have certain several houses 
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appointed and prepared for them. To. these 
halls at the set hours of dinner and supper 
cometh all the whole Syphograuntie or ward, 
warned by the noise of a brazen trumpet : ex- 
cept such as be sick in the hospitals, or else in 
their own houses. Howbeit no man is pro- 
hibited or forbid, after the halls be served, to 
fetch home meat out of the market to his own 
house, for they know that no man will do it 
without a cause reasonable. For though no 
man be prohibited to dine at home, yet no 
man doth it willingly : because it is counted 
a point of small honesty. And also it were a 
folly to take the pain to dress a bad dinner at 
home, when they may be welcome to good 
and fine fare so nigh hand at the hall. In 
this hall all vile service, all slavery and 
drudgery, with all laboursome toil and base 
business, is done by bondmen. But the women 
of every family by course have the office and 
charge of cookery for setting and dressing the 
meat, and ordering all things thereto belong- 
ing, They sit at three tables or more, accord- 
ing to the number of their company. The 
men sit upon the bench next the wall, and 
the women against them on the other side of 
the table, that if any sudden evil should chance 
to them, as many times happeneth to women 
with child, they may rise without trouble or 
disturbance of anybody, and go thence into 
the nursery. The nurses sit several alone 
with their young sucklings in a certain parlour 
appointed and deputed to the same purpose, 
never without fire and clean water, nor yet 
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without cradles, that when they will they 
may lay down the young infants, and at their 
pleasure take them out of their swathing 
clothes, and hold them to the fire, and refresh 
them with play. Every mother is nurse to 
her own child, unless either death or sickness 
be the let. When that chanceth, the wives 
of the Syphograuntes quickly provide a nurse. 
And that is not hard to be done. For they 
that can do it, prefer themselves to no service 
so gladly as to that. Because that there this 
kind of pity is much praised : and the child 
that is nourished, ever after taketh his nurse 
for his own natural mother. Also among the 
nurses sit all the children that be under the 
age of five years. All the other children of 
both kinds, as well boys as girls, that be under 
the age of marriage, do either serve at the 
tables, or else if they be too young thereto, 
yet they stand by with marvellous silence. 
That which is given to them from the table 
they eat, and other several dinner-time they 
have none. The Syphograunte and his wife sit 
in the midst of the high table, forasmuch as 
that is counted the honourablest place, and 
because from thence all the whole company 
is in their sight. For that table standeth 
overthwart the over end of the hall. To them 
be joined two of the ancientest and eldest. 
For at every table they sit four at a mess. 
But if there be a church standing in that 
Syphograuntie or ward, then the priest and his 
wife sitteth with the Syphograunte as chief in 
the "company. On both sides of them sit 


I.I2 



TIIH SECOND BOOK 

young men, and next unto them again old 
men. And thus throughout all the house 
equal of age be set together, and yet be mixed 
and matched with unequal ages. This, they 
say, was ordained, to the intent that the sage 
gravity and reverence of the elders should 
keep the youngers from wanton licence of 
words and behaviour. Forasmuch as nothing 
can be so secretly spoken or done at the table, 
but either they that sit on the one side or on 
the other must needs perceive it. The dishes 
be not set down in order from the first place, 
but all the old men (whose places be marked 
with some special token to be known) be first 
served qf their meat, and then the residue 
equally. The old men divide their dainties 
as they think best to the younger on each side 
of them. Thus the elders be not defrauded 
of their due honour, and, nevertheless, equal 
commodity cometh to every one. They begin 
every dinner and supper of reading something 
that pertaineth to good manners and virtue. 
But it is short, because no man shall be grieved 
therewith. Hereof the elders take occasion 
of honest communication, but neither sad nor 
unpleasant. Howbeit they do not spend all 
the whole dinner-time themselves with long 
and tedious talks : but they gladly hear also 
the young men : yea, and purposely provoke 
them to talk, to the intent that they may have 
a proof of every man's wit, and towardness 
or disposition to virtue, which commonly in 
the liberty of feasting doth show and utter 
itself. Their dinners be very short : but their 
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suppers be somewhat longer, because that after 
dinner followeth labour, after supper sleep and 
natural rest, which they think to be of more 
strength and eiSicacy to wholesome and health- 
ful digestion. No supper is passed without 
music. Nor their banquets lack no conceits 
nor junkets. They burn sweet gums and 
spices for perfumes and pleasant smells, and 
sprinkle about sweet ointments and waters, 
yea, they leave nothing undone that maketh 
for ’the cheering of the company. For they 
be much inclined to this opinion : to think 
no kind of pleasure forbidden, whereof cometh 
no harm. Thus, therefore, and after this sort 
they live together in the city, but in the 
country they that dwell alone far from any 
neighbours, do dine and sup at home in their 
own houses. For no family there lacketh any 
kind of victuals, as from whom cometh all 
that the citizens eat and live by. 



of their Journeying or 
Travelling Abroad 


i [Vith divers other matters cunningly 

i reasoned and wittily discussed 

But if any be desirous to visit either their 
i friends dwelling in another city, or to see the 

place itself, they easily obtain licence of 
* their Syphograuntes and Tranibores, unless 

there be some profitable let. No man goeth 
I out alone, but a company is sent forth together 

j with their prince’s letters, which do testify 

that they have licence to go that journey, and 
f . prescribeth also the day of their return. 
5 They have a wagon given them, with a 

I common bondman, which driveth the oxen 

j and taketh charge of them. But unless they 

i have women in their company, they send 

j " home the wagon again, as an impediment 

and a let. And though they carry nothing 
; forth with them, yet in all their journey they 

\ lack nothing. For wheresoever they come, 
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tKey be at home. If they tarry in a place 
longer than one day, then there every one of 
them falleth to his own occupation, and be 
very gently entertained of the workmen and 
companies of the same crafts. If any man of 
his own head, and without leave, walk out of 
his precinct and bounds, taken without the 
prince’s letters, he is brought again for a 
fugitive or a runaway with great shame and 
rebuke, and is sharply punished. If he be 
taken in that fault again, he is punished with 
bondage. If any be desirous to walk abroad 
into the fields, or into the country that be- 
longeth to the same city that he dwelleth in, 
obtaining the goodwill of his father and the 
consent of his wife, he is not prohibited. But 
into what part of the country soever he cometh 
he hath no meat given him until he hath 
wrought out his forenoon’s task, or dispatched 
so much work as there is wont to be wrought 
before supper. Observing this law and con- 
dition, he may go whither he will within the 
bounds of his own city. For he shall be no 
less profitable to the city than if he were 
within it. Now you see how little liberty 
they have to loiter: how they can have no 
cloak or pretence to idleness. There be 
neither wine-taverns, nor ale-houses, nor stews, 
nor any occasion of vice or wickedness, no 
lurking corners, no places of wicked counsels 
or unlawful assemblies. But they be in the 
present sight, and under the eyes of every 
man. So that of necessity they must either 
apply their accustomed labours, or else re- 
ri6 
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create themselves with honest and laudable 
pastimes. 

This fashion and trade of life, being used 
among the people, it cannot be chosen, but 
that they must of necessity have store and 
plenty of all things. And seeing they be all 
thereof partners equally, therefore can no man 
there be poor or needy. In the council of 
Amaurote, whither, as I said, every city sendeth 
three men apiece yearly, as soon as it is per- 
fectly known of what things there is in every 
place plenty, and, again, what things be scant 
in any place : incontinent the lack of the one 
is performed and filled up with the abundance 
of the other. And this they do freely without 
any benefit, taking nothing again of them, to 
whom the things is given, but those cities 
that have given of their store to any other 
city that lacketh, requiring nothing again of 
the same city, do take such things as they 
lack of another city, to the which they gave 
nothing. So the whole island is, as it were, 
one family or household. But when they have 
made sufficient provision of store for them- 
selves (which they think not dohe, until 
they have provided for two years following, 
because of the uncertainty of the next year’s 
proof), then of those things whereof they 
have abundance they carry forth into other 
countries great plenty : as grain, honey, 
wool, flax, wood, madder, purple-dyed fells, 
wax, tallow, leather, and living beasts. And 
the seventh part of all these things they 
give frankly and freely to the poor of that 
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country. The residue they sell at a reason-? 
able and mean price. By this trade of traffic 
or merchandise, they bring into their own 
country, not , only great plenty of gold and 
silver, but also all such things as they lack at 
home, which is almost nothing but iron. And 
by reason they have long used this trade, now 
they have more abundance of these things than 
any man will believe. Now, therefore, they 
care not whether they sell^ for ready money, or 
else upon trust to be paid at a day, and^ to 
have the most part in debts. But in so doing 
they never follow the credence of private 
men : but the assurance or warranty of the 
whole city, by instruments and writings made 
in that behalf accordingly. When the day 
of payment is come and expired, the city 
gathereth up the debt of the private debtors, 
and putteth it into the common box, and so 
long hath the use and profit of it, until the 
Utopians their creditors demand it. The 
most part of it they never ask. For that 
thing which is to them no profit, to take it 
from others to whom it is profitable they 
think it ho .right nor conscience. But if the 
case so stand, that they must lend part of that 
money to another people, then they require 
their debt : or when they have war. For the 
which purpose only they keep at home all the 
treasure which they have, to be holpen and 
secured by it either in extreme jeopardies or 
in sudden dangers. But especially and chiefly 
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rather put strangers in jeopardy than their 
own countrymen : knowing that for money 
enough, their enemies themselves many times 
may be bought or sold, or else through treason 
be set together by the ears among themselves. 
For this cause they keep an inestimable 
treasure. But yet not as a treasure : but so 
they have it, and use it, as in good faith I am 
ashamed to show : fearing that my words shall 
not be believed. And this I have more cause 
to fear, for that I know how difficultly and 
hardly I myself would have believed an- 
other man telling the same, if I had not 
presently seen it with mine own eyes. For 
it must needs be, that how far a thing is 
dissonant and disagreeing from the guise and 
trade of the hearers, so far shall it be out of 
their belief. Howbeit, a wise and indifferent 
esteemer of things will not greatly marvel 
perchance, seeing all their other laws and 
customs do so much differ from ours, if the 
use also of gold and silver among them be 
applied rather to their own fashions than to 
ours. I mean in that they occupy not money 
themselves, but keep it for that chance, which 
as it may happen, so it may be, that it shall 
never come to pass. In the meantime gold 
and silver, whereof money is made, they do 
so use, as none of them doth more esteem it 
than the very nature of the thing deserveth. 
And then who doth not plainly see how far it 
is under iron : as without the which men can 
no better live than without fire and water. 
Whereas to gold and silver nature hath given 
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no use that- we may not well lack ; if that 
the folly of men ■ had not set it in higher 
estimation for the rareness’ sake. But of the 
contrary part, nature as a most tender and 
loving mother, hath placed the best and most 
necessary things open abroad : as the air, the 
water, and the earth itself. And hath re- 
moved and hid farthest from us vain and 
unprofitable things. Therefore if these metals 
among them should be fast locked up in some 
tower, it might be suspected that the prince 
and the council (as the people is ever foolishly 
imagining) intended by some subtlety to deceive 
the commons, and to take some profit of it to 
themselves. Furthermore if they should make 
thereof plate and such other finely and 
cunningly wrought stuff : if at any time they 
should have occasion to break it and melt it 
again, therewith to pay their soldiers’ wages, 
they see and perceive very well that men 
would be loath to part from those things that 
they once began to have pleasure and delight 
in. To remedy all this they have found out 
a means, which, as it is agreeable to all their 
other laws and customs, so it is from ours, 
where gold is so much set by, and so diligently 
kept, very far discrepant and repugnant : and 
therefore incredible, but only to them that 
be wise. For whereas they eat and drink in 
earthen and glass vessels, which indeed be 
curiously and properly made, and yet be of 
very small value : of gold and silver they make 
commonly chamber-pots, and other vessels 
that serve for most vile uses, not only in their 
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common halls, but in every man’s private 
house. Furthermore of the same metals they 
make great chains, fetters, and gyves wherein 
they tie their bondmen. Finally, whosoever 
for any offence be infamed, by their ears hang 
rings of gold : upon their fingers they wear 
rings of gold, and about their necks chains of 
gold: and in conclusion their heads be tied 
about with gold. Thus by all means possible 
they procure to have gold and silver among 
them in reproach and infamy. And these 
metals, which other nations do as grievously 
and sorrowfully forego, as in a manner their 
own lives, if they should altogether at once 
be taken from the Utopians, no man there 
would think that he had lost the worth of one 
farthing. They gather also pearls by the sea- 
side, and diamonds and carbuncles upon certain 
rocks, and yet they seek not for them ; but by 
chance finding them, they cut and polish them. 
And therewith they deck their young infants. 
Which like as in the first years of their child- 
hood, they make much and be fond and proud 
of such ornaments, so when they be a little 
more grown in years and discretion, perceiving 
that none but children do wear such toys and 
trifles, they lay them away even of their own 
shamefastness, without any bidding of their 
parents : “even as our children^ when they 
wax big, do cast away nuts, brooches, and 
puppets. Therefore these laws and cus- 
toms, which be so far different from all 
other nations, how diverse fantasies also 
and minds they do cause, did I never so 



These Ambassadors came to Amaurote 
whiles I was there. And because they came 
to entreat of great and weighty matters, those 
three citizens apiece out of every city were 
come thither before them. But all the 
ambassadors of the next countries, which had 
been there before, and knew the fashions and 
manners of the Utopians, among whom they 
perceived no honour given to sumptuous 
apparel, silks .to be contemned, gold also to 
be infamed and reproachful, were wont to 
come thither in very homely and simple array. 
But the Anemolians, because they dwell far 
thence and had very little acquaintance with 
them, hearing that they were all apparelled 
alike, and that very rudely and homely : 
thinking them not to have the things which 
they did not wear : being, therefore, more 
proud than wise : determined in the gorgeous- 
ness of their apparel to represent very gods, 
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short, trimmed and adorned with all those 
things, which among the Utopians were either 
the punishment of bondmen^ or the reproach 
of infained persons, or else trifles for young 
children to play withal. Therefore it would 
have done a man good at his heart to have 
seen how proudly they displayed their peacock’s 
feathers, how much they made of their painted 
sheaths, and how lofty they set forth and 
advanced themselves, when they compared 
their gallant apparel with the poor raiment of 
the Utopians. For all the people were 
swarmed forth into the streets. And on the 
other side it was no less pleasure to consider 
how much they were deceived, and how far 
they missed of their purpose, being contrari- 
wise taken than they thought they should 
have been. For to the eyes of all the 
Utopians, except very few, which had been 
in other countries for some reasonable cause, 
all , that gorgeousness of apparel seemed 
shameful and reproachful. Insomuch that 
they most reverently saluted the vilest and 
most abject of them for lords : passing over 
the Ambassadors themselves -without any 
honour : judging them by their wearing of 
golden chains to be bondmen. Yea, you 
should have seen children also, that had cast 
away their pearls and precious stones, when 
they. saw the like sticking upon the ambassadors’ 
caps, dig and push their mothers under the 
sides, saying thus to them : “ Look, mother,, 
how great a lubber doth yet wear pearls and 
precious stones, as though , he were a little 
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child stiil/^ But the mother, yea and that 
also in good earnest : Peace, son,” saith she : 
“ I think he be some of the Ambassadors’ fools.” 
Some found fault at their golden chains, as to 
no use nor purpose, being so small and^ weak 
that a bondman might easily break them, and 
again so wide and large that when it pleased 
him he might cast them ojff", and run away at 
liberty whither he would. But when the 
Ambassadors had been there a day or two and 
saw so great abundance of gold so lightly 
esteemed, yea, in no less reproach than it was 
with them in honour : and besides that more 
gold in the chains and gyves of one fugitive 
bondman than all the costly ornaments of 
them three were worth : they began to abate 
their courage, and for very shame laid away 
all that gorgeous array whereof they were so 
proud. And especially when they had talked 
familiarly with the Utopians, and had learned 
all their fashions and opinions. For they 
marvel that any men be so foolish as to have 
delight and pleasure in- the doubtful glistering 
of a little trifling stone, which may behold 
any of the ^tars, or else the sun itself. Or 
that any man is so mad as to count himself 
the nobler for the smaller or finer thread of 
wool, which selfsame wool (be it now in 
never so fine a spun thread) a sheep did once 
wear : and yet was she all that time no other 
thing than a sheep. They marvel also that 
gold, which of the own nature is a thing so 
unprofitable, is now among all people in so 
high estimation, that man himself, by whom, 
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yea, and for the use of whom, it is so much set 
by, is in much less estimation than the gold 
itself. Insomuch that a lumpish, block- 
headed churl, and which hath no more wit 
than an ass, yea, and as full of naughtiness as 
of folly, shall have nevertheless many wise and 
good men in subjection and bondage, only for 
this, because he hath a great heap of gold. 
Which if it should be taken from him by any 
fortune, or by some subtle wile and cautel of 
the law (which no less than fortune doth both 
raise up the low and pluck down the high), 
and be given to the most vile slave and abject 
drivel of all his household, then shortly after 
he shall go into the service of his servant as 
an augmentation or overplus beside his money. 
But they much more marvel at and detest the 
madness of them, which to those rich men, in 
whose debt and danger they be not, do give 
almost divine honours, for none other con- 
sideration but because they be rich : and yet 
knowing them to be such niggish penny- 
fathers, that they be sure as long as they live, 
not the worth of one farthing of that heap of 
gold shall come to them. These and such- 
like opinions have they conceived, partly by 
education, being brought' up in that common- 
wealth whose laws and customs be far 
different from these kinds of folly, and partly 
by good literature and learning. For though 
there be not many in every city which be 
exempt and discharged of all other labours, 
and appointed only to learning, that is to say : 
such in whom even from their very childhood 
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they have perceived a singular towardness, a 
fine wit, and a mind apt to good learning : yet 
all in their childhood be instructed in learning. 
And the better part of the people, both men 
and women, throughout all their whole life do 
bestow on learning those spare hours which 
we said they have vacant from bodily labours. 
They b,e taught learning in^ their own native 
tongue. For it is both copious in words, and 
also pleasant to the ear ; and for the utterance . 
of a man’s mind very perfect and sure. The 
most part of all that side of the world useth 
the same language, saving that among the ^ 
Utopians it is finest and purest, and according 
to the diversity of the countries it is diversely 
altered. Of all these philosophers whose 
names be here famous in this part of the 
world to us known, before our coming thither 
not as much as the fame of any of them was 
come among them. And yet in music, logic, 
arithmetic, and geometry they have found 
out in a manner all that our ancient 
philosophers have taught. But as they in all 
things be almost equal to our old ancient 
clerks, so our new logicians in subtle inven- 
tions have far passed and gone beyond them. 
For they have not devised one of all those 
rules of restrictions, amplifications, and sup- 
positions, very wittily invented in the small 
logicals, which here our children in every 
place do learn. Furthermore they were never 
yet able to find out the second intentions : 
insomuch that none of them all could ever 
see man himself in common, as they call him, 
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though he be .(as you know) bigger than ever 
was any giant, yea, and pointed two of us even 
with our finger. But they be in the course 
of the stars and the movings of the heavenly 
spheres very expert and cunning. They have 
also wittily excogitated and devised instru- 
ments of divers fashions, wherein is exactly 
comprehended and contained the movings and 
situations of the sun, the moon, and of all the 
other stars, which appear in their horizon. 
But as for the amities and dissensions of the 
planets, and all that deceitful divination by 
, the stars, they never as much as dreamed 
thereof. Rains, winds, and other courses of 
tempests they know before by certain tokens, 
which they have learned by long use and 
observation. But of the causes of all these 
things, and of the ebbing, flowing, and sal tness 
of the sea, and, finally, of the original begin- 
ning and nature of heaven and of the world, 
they hold partly the same opinions that our ^ 
old philosophers hold, and partly, as our 
philosophers vary among themselves, so they 
also, while they bring new reasons of things, 
do disagree from, all them, and yet among 
themselves in all points they do not accord. 
In that part of philosophy which entreateth 
of manners and virtue, their reasons and 
opinions agree . with ours. They dispute of 
the good qualities of the soul, of the body, 
and of fortune. And whether the name of 
goodness may be applied to all these, or only 
to the endowments and gifts of the soul. 
They reason of virtue and pleasure* But the 
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chief and principal question is in what thing, 
be it one or more, the felicity of man con- 
sisteth. But in this point they seem_ almost 
too much given and inclined to the opimon of 
them which defend pleasure, wherein they 
determine either all or the chiefest part of 
man’s felicity to rest. And (which is rn^ore to 
be marvelled at) the defence of this so 
dainty and delicate an opinion they tetcji 
even from their grave, sharp, bitter, and rigor- 
ous religion. For they never dispute ot 
felicity or blessedness, but they join unto 
the reasons of philosophy certain principles . 

taken out of ^ religion : without the whic^^ 

to the investigation of true felicity th y 
think reason of itself weak and imperfect. 
Those principles be these and such like. 
That the soul is immortal, and by the bounti- 
ful goodness of God ordained to felicity. 
That to our virtues and good deeds rewards 
be appointed after this life, and to our evil 
deeds punishments. Though these be per- 
taining to religion, yet they think it meet 
that they should be believed and granted by 
proofs of reason. But if these principles were 
condemned and disannulled, then without any 
delay they pronounce no man to be so foolish, 
which would not do all his diligence and 
endeavour to obtain pleasure by right or 
wrong, only avoiding this inconvenience, that 
the less pleasure should not be a let or 
hindrance to the bigger : or that he laboured 
not for that pleasure which* would bring alter 
it displeasure, grief, and sorrow. For they 
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judge it extreme madness to follow sharp and 
painful virtue, and not only to banish the 
pleasure of life, but also willingly to suiFer 
grief, without any hope of profit thereof 
ensuing. For what profit can there be, if a 
man, when he hath passed over all his life 
unpleasantly, that is to say, miserably, shall 
have no reward after his death ? But now, 
sir, they think not felicity to rest in all 
pleasure, but only in that pleasure that is 
good and honest, and that hereto, as to 
perfect blessedness, our nature is allured and 
” drawn even of virtue, whereto only they that 
be of the contrary opinion do attribute felicity. 
For they define virtue to be life ordered 
according to nature, and that we be hereunto 
ordained of God. And that he doth follow 
the course of nature, which in desiring and 
refusing things is ruled by reason. Further- 
more that reason doth chiefly and principally 
kindle in men the love and veneration of 
the divine Majesty. Of whose •goodness it 
is that we be, and that we be in possibility 
to attain felicity. And that secondarily it 
both stirreth and provoketh us to lead our 
life out of care in joy and mirth, and also 
moveth us to help and further all other in 
respect of the society of nature to obtain and 
enjoy the same. For there was never man 
so earnest and painful a follower of virtue 
and hater of pleasure, that would so enjoin 
your labours, watchings, and fastings, but he 
would also exhort you to ease, lighten, and 
relieve, to your power, the lack and misery 
(B9<54) 129 K 





of others, praising the same as a deed ot 
humanity and pity. Then if it be a point 
of humanity for man to bring health and 
comfort to man, and specially (which is a 
virtue most peculiarly belonging to man) to 
mitigate and assuage the grief of others, and 
by taking from them the sorrow and heaviness 
of life, to restore them to joy, that is to say 
to pleasure : why may it not then be said 
that nature doth provoke every man to do 
the same, to himself? For a joyful life, that 
is to say, a pleasant life is either evil : and if 
it be so, then thou shouldest not only help no 
man thereto, but rather, as much as in^ thee 
hVth. withdraw all men from it, as noisome 
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under the communion of one shape, form, 
and fashion), verily she commandeth thee to 
use diligent circumspection, that thou do not 
so seek for thine own commodities that thou 
procure others’ incommodities. Wherefore 
their opinion is, that not only covenants and 
bargains made among private men ought to" 
be well and faithfully fulfilled, observed, and 
kept, but also common laws, which either a 
good prince hath justly published, or else the 
people neither oppressed with tyranny, neither 
deceived by fraud and guile, hath by their 
common consent constituted and ratified, 
concerning the partition of the commodities 
of life, that is to say, the matter of pleasure. 
These laws not offended, it is wisdom that 
thou look to thine own wealth. And to do 
the same for the commonwealth is no less 
than thy duty, if thou bearest any reverent 
love, or any natural zeal and affection to thy 
native country. But to go about to let 
another man of his pleasure, nvhilst thou 
procurest thine own, that is open wrong. 
Contrariwise to withdraw something from 
thyself to give to others, that is a point of 
humanity and gentleness : which never taketh 
away so much commodity as it bringeth again. 
For it is recompensed with the return of 
benefits, and the conscience of the good deed, 
with the remembrance of the thankful love 
and benevolence of them to whom thou hast 
done it, doth bring more pleasure to thy mind, 
than that which thou hast withholden from 
thyself could have brought to thy body. 
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Finally (which to a godly disposed and a 
religious mind is easy to be persuaded), God 
recompenseth the gift of a short and small 
pleasure with great and everlasting joy. 
Therefore, the matter diligently weighed and 
considered, thus they think that all our actions 
‘and in them the virtues themselves be referred 
at the last to pleasure, as their end and felicity. 
Pleasure they call every motion and state ot 
the body or mind, wherein man hath naturally 
delectatipn. Appetite they jdin to nature, 
and that not without a good cause. For like 
as, not only the senses, but also right ’reason 
coveteth whatsoever is naturally pleasant, so 
that it may be gotten without wrong or injury, 
not letting or debarring a greater pleasure, nor 
causing painful labour, even so those things 
that men by vain imagination do feign against 
nature to be pleasant (as though it lay in their 
power to change the things, as they do the 
names of things), all such pleasures they 
believe to be of so small help and furtherance 
to felicity, that they count them a great let 
and hindrance. Because that in whom they 
have once taken place,^ all his mind they 
possess with a false opinion of pleasure. So- 
that there is no place left for true and 
delectations. For there be many things which 
of their own nature contain no pleasantness . 
yea, the most part of them much grief and 
sorrow. , And yet through the perverse and 
malicious flickering enticements of lewd and 
unhonest desires, be taken not only for special 
and sovereign pleasures,' but also be counted 
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among the chief causes of life. In this 
counterfeit kind of pleasure they put them 
that I spake of before. Which the better 
gowns they have on, the better men they 
think themselves. In the which thing they 
do tivice err. For they be no less deceived 
in that they think their gown the better, than 
they be in that they think themselves the 
better. For if you consider the profitable use 
of the garment, why should wool of a finer 
spun thread be thought better than the wool 
of a coarse spun thread ?- Yet they, as though 
the one did pass the other by nature, and not 
by their mistaking, advance themselves, and 
think the price of their own persons thereby 
greatly increased. And therefore the honour, 
which in a coarse gown they durst not have 
looked for, they require, as it were , of duty, 
for their finer gown’s sake. And if they be 
passed by without reverence, they take it 
ispleasantly and disdainfully. And again is 
it not like madness to take a pride in vain and 
unprofitable honours ? For what natural or 
true pleasure dost thou take of another man’s 
bare head or bowed knees ? Will this ease 
the pain of thy knees, or remedy the frenzy 
of thy head In this image of counterfeit 
pleasure, they be of a marvellous madness, 
which for the opinion of nobility, rejoice 
much in their own conceit. Because it was 
their fortune to come of such ancestors, whose 
stock of long time hath been counted rich 
(for now nobility is nothing else), specially 
rich in lands. And though their ancestors 
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left them not one foot of land, or else they 
themselves have pissed it against the walls, 
yet they think themselves not the less noble 
therefore of one here. In this number also 
they count them that take pleasure and* 
delight (as I said) in gems and precious stones, 
and think themselves almost gods, if they 
chance to get an excellent one, specially of 
that kind which in that time of their own 
countrymen is had in highest estimation. 
For one kind of stone keepeth not his price 
still in all countries and at all times. Nor 
they buy them not, but taken out of the gold, 
and bare : no nor so neither, until they have 
made the seller to swear that he will warrant 
and assure it to be a true stone, and no 
counterfeit gem. Such care they take lest 
a counterfeit stone should deceive their eyes 
instead of a right stone. But why shouldest 
thou not take even as much pleasure in 
beholding a counterfeit stone which thine 
eye cannot discern from a right stone They 
should both be of like value to thee, even as 
to the blind man. What shall I say of them 
that keep superfluous riches, to take delectation 
only in the beholding, and not in the use 
or ocgupying thereof? Do they take true 
pleasure, or else be they deceived with false 
pleasure ? Or of them that be in a contrary 
vice, hiding the gold which they shall never 
occupy, «ior perad venture never see more ? 
And whilst they take care lest they shall 
lose it, do lose it indeed. For what is it 
else, when they hide it in the ground, taking 



treasure, ir it snoiiia cnance to oe scoien, 
and thou, ignorant of the theft, shouldest 
die ten years' after: all that ten years’ 
space that thou livedst after thy money 
was stolen, what matter was it to thee 
whether it had been taken away or else safe 
as thou leftest it? Truly , both ways like 
profit came to thee. To these so foolish 
pleasures they join dicers, whose madness they 
know by hearsay, and not by use. Hunters 
also, and hawkers. For what pleasure is 
there (say they) in casting the dice upon a 
table. Which thou hast done so often, that 
if there were any pleasure in it, yet the oft 
use might make thee weary thereof ? Or 
what delight can there be, and not rather 
displeasure in hearing the barking and howling 
of dogs ? Or what greater pleasure is there 
to be felt, when a dog followeth a hare, than 
when a dog followeth a dog? for one thing 
is done in both, that is to say, running, if 
thou hast pleasure therein. But if the hope 
of slaughter and tlie expectation of tearing 
in pieces the beast doth please thee, thou 
shouldest rather be moved with pity to see 
a silly, innocent hare murdered of a dog, 
the weak of the stronger, the fearful of the 
fierce, the innocent of the cruel and un- 
merciful. Therefore all this exercise of 
huntine. as a thing unworthy to be used of 
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free men, the Utopians have rejected to their 
butchers, to the which craft (as we said 
before) they appoint their bondsmen. For 
they count .hunting the lowest, the vilest, 
and most abject part of butchery, and the 
other parts of it more profitable, and more 
honest, as bringing much more commodity, 
m that they kill beasts only for necessity. 
Whereas the hunter seeketh nothing but 
pleasure of the silly and woeful beasts’ slaughter 
and murder. The which pleasure in behold- 
, mg death they think doth rise in the very 
beasts, either of a cruel aifection of mind, or 
else to be changed in continuance of time 
mto cruelty, by long use of so cruel a pleasure. 
These therefore and all sUch like, which be 
innumerable, though the common sort of 
people doth take them for pleasures, yet they, 
seeing there^ is no natural pleasantness in 
t^m, do plainly determine them to have no 
affinity with true and right pleasure. For as 
touching that they do commonly move the 
sense with delectation (which seemeth to be 
a work of pleasure) this doth nothing diminish 
their opmion.^ For not the nature of the 
thing, but their perverse and lewd custom is 
the cause hereof. Which causeth them to 
accept hitter or sour things for sweet things. 
Even as women with child in their vitiate 
and corrupt taste, think pitch and tallow 
sweeter than any honey, Howbeit no man’s i 
judgment depraved and corrupt, either by/ 
sickness or by custom, can change the natu/it 
of pleasure, more than it can do the na/jng 
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of other things. They make divers kinds of 
pleasares. For some they attribute to the 
soul, and some to the body. To the soul 
they give intelligence, and that delectation 
that cometh of the contemplation of truth. 
Hereunto is joined the pleasant remembrance 
of the good life past. The pleasure of the 
body they divide into two parts. The first is 
when delectation is sensibly felt and perceived. 
Which many times chanceth by the renewing 
and refreshing of those parts which our natural 
heat drieth up. This cometh by meat and 
drink. And sometimes whiles those things 
be expulsed, and voided, whereof is in the 
body over great abundance. This pleasure 
is felt when we do our natural easement, or 
when* we be doing the act of generation, or 
when the itching of any part is eased with 
rubbing or scratching. Sometimes pleasure 
riseth exhibiting to any member nothing that 
‘ it desireth, nor taking from it any pain that 
it feeleth, which nevertheless tickleth and 
moveth our senses with a certain secret efficacy, 
but with a manifest motion turneth them to 
it. As is that which cometh of music. The 
second part of bodily pleasure, they say, 
is that which consisteth and resteth in the 
quiet and upright state of the body. And 
that truly is every man’s own proper hea,lth 
intermingled and disturbed with no 
For this, if it be not letted nor assaulted with 
no grief, is delectable of itself, though it be 
moved with no external or outward pleasure. 
For though it be not so plain and manifest 
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to the sense as the greedy lust of eating and 
drinking, yet nevertheless many take it for 
the chiefest pleasure. All the Utopians 
grant it to be a right sovereign pleasure, and 
as you would say the foundation and ground 
of all pleasures, as which even alone is able 
to make the state and condition of life 
delectable and pleasant. And it being once 
taken away, there is no place left for any 
pleasure. For to be without grief not having 
health, that they call unsensibility, and not 
pleasure. The Utopians have long ago 
rejected and condemned the opinion of them 
which said that steadfast and quiet health 
(for this question also hath been diligently 
debated among them) ought not therefore to 
be counted a pleasure, because they say it 
cannot be presently and sensibly perceived 
and felt by some outward motion. But of 
the contrary part now they agree almost all in 
this, that health is a most sovereign pleasure. 
For seeing that in sickness (say they) is grief, 
which is a mortal enemy to pleasure, even as 
sickness is to health, why should not then 
pleasure be in the quietness of health ? For 
they say it maketh nothing to this matter, 
whether you say that sickness is a grief, or 
that in sickness is grief, for all cometh to one 
purpose. For whether health be a pleasure 
itself, or- a necessary cause of pleasure, as 
fire is of heat, truly both ways it followeth, 
that they cannot be without pleasure that be 
in perfect health. Furthermore, whilst we 
eat (say they) then health, which began to be 
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appaired, fighteth by the help of food against 
hunger. In the which fight, whilst health 
by little and little getteth the upper hand 
that same proceeding, and (as you would 
say) that onwardness to the wont strength 
ministereth that pleasure whereby we be so 
refreshed. Health, therefore, which in the 
conflict is joyful, shall it not be merry when 
it hath got the victory ? But as soon as^ it 
hath recovered the pristinate strength, which 
thing only in all the fight it coveted, shall it 
incontinent be astonied ? Nor shall it not 
know nor embrace . the own wealth and 
goodness ? For where it is said, health can- 
not be felt : this, they think, is nothing true. 
For what man waking, say they, feeleth not 
himself in health : but he that is not ? ^ Is 
there any man so possessed with stonish 
insensibility, or with lethargy, that is to say, 
the sleeping sickness, that he will not grant 
health to be acceptable to him and delectable . 
But what other thing is delectation, than that 
which by another name is called pleasure? 
They embrace chiefly the pleasures of the 
mind. For them they count the chiefest 
and most principal of all. The chief part 
of them they think doth come of the exerc^e 
of virtue, and conscience of good life. Of 
these pleasures that the body minmer^h, 
they give the pre-eminence to health, ror 
the delight of eating and drinking, and 
whatsoever hath any like, pleasantness, they 
determine to be pleasures much to be desired, 
but no other ways than for health s sake. 
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For such things of their own proper nature 
be not so pleasant, but in that they resist 
sickness privily stealing on. Therefore like 
as it is a wise man’s part, rather to avoid 
sickness than to wish for medicines, and 
rather to drive away and put to flighty careful 
griefs than to call for comfort : so it is much 
better not to need this kind of pleasure than 
thereby to be eased of the contrary grief. 
The which kind of pleasure, if any man 
take for his felicity, that man must needs 
grant, that then he shall be in inost felicity, 
if he live that life which is led in continual 
hunger, thirst, itching, eating, drinking, 
scratching, and rubbing. The which life 
how not only foul and unhonest, but also how 
miserable and wretched it is, who perceiveth 
not ? These doubtless be the basest pleasures 
of all, as unpure and unperfect. For they 
never come, but accompanied with their 
contrary griefs. As with the pleasure of 
eating is joined hunger, and that after no 
very equal sort. For of these two the grief is 
both the more vehement, and also of longer 
continuance. For it beginneth before the 
pleasure, and endeth not until the pleasure 
die with it. Wherefore such pleasures they 
think not greatly to be set by, but in that they 
be necessary. Howbeit they have delight 
also in these, and thankfully knowledge the 
tender love of mother nature, which with 
most pleasant delectation allureth her children 
to that, to the necessary use whereof they 
must from time to time continually be 
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forced and driven. For how wretched and 
miserable should our life be, if these daily 
griefs of hunger and thirst could not be driven 
away, but with bitter potions and sour 
medicines, as the other diseases be, wherewith 
we be seldomer troubled ? But beauty, 
strength, nimbleness, these as peculiar and 
pleasant gifts of nature they make much of. 
But those pleasures that 'be received by the 
ears, the eyes, and the nose, which nature 
willeth to be proper and peculiar to man (for 
no other living creature doth behold the 
fairness and the beauty of the world, or is 
moved with any respect of favours, but only 
for the diversity of meats, neither perceiveth 
the concordant and discordant distances of 
sounds and tunes), these pleasures, I say, they 
accept and allow as certain pleasant rejoicings 
of life. But in all things this cautel they 
use, that a less pleasure hinder not a bigger, 
and that the pleasure be no cause of dis- 
pleasure, which they think to follow of 
necessity, if the pleasure be unhonest. But 
yet to despise the comeliness of beauty, to 
waste the bodily strength, to turn nimbi en ess 
into sluggishness, to consume and make feeble 
the body with fasting, to do injury to health, 
and to reject the pleasant motions of nature ; 
unless a man neglect these commodities, 
whiles he doth with a fervent zeal procure 
the wealth of others, or the common profit, 
for the which pleasure forborne, he is in 
hope of a greater pleasure at God’s hand, else 
for a vain shadow of virtue, for the wealth 
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and pleasure. And they believe that by man s 
reason none can be found truer than this, 
unless any godlier be inspired into man Irom 
heaven. Wherein whether they believe well 
or no, neither the time doth suffer us to dis- 
cuss, neither it is now necessary. For we 
have taken upon us to show and declare their 
lores and ordinances, and not to defend them. 
But this thing I believe verily : howsoever 
these decrees be, that there is in no place of 
the world, neither a more excellent people, 
neither a more flourishing commonwealth. 
They be light and quick of body, full of 
activity and nimbleness, and of more strength 
than a man would judge them by their stature, 
which, for all that, is not too low. And though 
their soil be not very fruitful, nor their air 
very wholesome, yet against the air^they so 
defend them with temperate diet, and so order 
and husband their ground with diligent travail, 
that in no coui-try is greater increase, and 
plenty of corn and cattle, nor men’s bodies of 
longer life, and subject or apt to fewer dis- 
eases. There, therefore, a man may see well 
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and diligently exploited and furnished, not 
only those things which husbandmen do 
commonly in other countries, as by craft and 
cunning to remedy the barrenness of the 
ground : but also a whole wood by the hands 
of the people plucked up by the roots in one 
place, and set again in another place. Where- 
in was had regard and consideration, not of 
plenty, but of commodious carriage, that wood 
and timber might be nigher to the sea, or the 
rivers, or the cities. For it is less labour and 
business to carry grain far by land, than wood. 
The people be gentle, merry, quick, and fine- 
witted, delighting in quietness, and when need 
requireth, able to abide and suffer much bodily 
labour. Else they be not greatly desirous and 
fond of it; but in the exercise and study of 
the mind they be never weary. When they 
had heard me speak of the Greek literature or 
•learning (for in Latin there was nothing that 
I thought they would greatly allow, besides 
historians and poets) they made wonderful, 
earnest, and importunate suit unto me that I 
would teach and instruct them in that tongue 
and learning. I began, therefore, to read 
unto them, at the first truly more ^because I 
would not seem to refuse the labour, than that 
I hoped that they would anything profit 
therein. But when I had gone forward a 
little, I perceived incontinent by their dili- 
gence, that my labour should not be bestowed 
in vain. For they began so easily to fashion 
their letters, so plainly to pronounce the words, 
so quickly to learn by heart, and so surely to 



rehearse the same, that I marvelled at it, sav- 
ing that the most part of them were fine and 
chosen wits, and of ripe age, picked out of 
the company of the learned men, which not 
only of their own free and voluntary will, but 
also by the commandment of the counsel, 
undertook to learn this language. There- 
fore in less than three years’ space there was 
nothing in the Greek tongue that they lacked. 
They were able to read good authors without 
any stay, if the book were not false. This 
kind of learning, as I suppose, they took so 
much the sooner, because it is somewhat 
alliant to them. For I think that this nation 
took their beginning of the Greeks, because 
their speech, which in all other points is not 
much unlike the P ersian tongue, keepeth 
divers signs and tokens of the Greek language 
in the names of their cities and of their magis- 
trates. They have of me (for when I was 
determined to enter into my fourth voyage, 
I cast into the ship in the stead of mer- 
chandise a pretty fardel of books, because I 
intended to come again rather never than 
shortly), they have, I say, of me the most part 
of Plato’s works, m.ore of Aristotle’s, also 
Theophrastus of plants, but in divers places 
(which I am sorry for) imperfect. For whilst 
we were aship board, a marmoset chanced 
upon the book, as it was negligently laid by, 
which, wantonly playing therewith, plucked 
out certain leaves, and tore them m pieces. 
Of them that have written the grammar, they 
have only Lascaris. For Theodoras I carried 
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not with me, nor never a dictionary, but 
Hesichius, and Dioscorides. They set great 
store by Plutarch’s books. And they be de- 
lighted with Lucian’s merry conceits and 
jests. Of the poets they have Aristophanes, 
Homer, Euripides, and Sophocles in Aldus 
small print. Of the historians they have 
Thucydides, Herodotus, and Herodian. Also 
my companion, Tricius Apinatus, carried with 
him physic books, certain small works of 
Hippocrates, and Galenes Microtechne, The 
which book they have in great estimation. 
For though there be almost no nation under 
heaven that hath less need of Physic than 
they, yet this notwithstanding. Physic is no- 
where in greater honour. Because they count, 
the knowledge of it among the goodliest and 
most profitable parts of Philosophy. For 
whilst they by the help of this Philosophy 
search out the secret mysteries of nature, they 
think themselves to receive thereby not only 
wonderful great pleasure, but also to obtain 
great thanks and favour of the author and 
maker thereof. Whom they think, according 
to the fashion of other artificers, to have set 
forth the marvellous and gorgeous frame of 
the world for man with great affection inten- 
tively to behold. Whom only he hath made 
of wit and capacity to consider and under- 
stand the excellency of so great a work. And 
therefore he beareth (say they) more goodwill 
and love to the curious and diligent beholder 
and viewer of his work, and marveller at the 
same, than he doth to him which, like a very 
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brute beast, without wh and reason, or as one 
without sense or moving, hath “ 

so sreat and so wonderful a spectacle. ^ 
wit! therefore, of the Utopians, mured and 
exercised in learning, be marvellous quick m 
the invention of feats helping anything to th- 
S:r.8°“ a weald, of 1*. Ho.be.. .wo 
feats they may thank us for. That is the 
science of imprinting, and the craft of making 
paper. And yet not only us, but chiefly and 

>’”f:;‘t'lle?rt™ol .hem AU.. hi. 
print in book! of paper, and told .hein o 
Stuff whereof paper is made, and of the teat 
of graving letters, speaking somewhat more 
Saf v^e Luld plainly declare (for there was 
none of us that knew perfectly either the one 
or the other), they forthwith very wittily con- 
Lmred the thing. And whereas before they 
Se only in skins, in barks of trees, and in 

rides now^they have attempted to make paper, 

md to imprint letters. And though at the 
fi^t it proved not all of the best, yet, by often 
assaying the same, they shortly got the feat 
of Lth. And have so brought the matter 
about, that if they had copies of Greek 
authors, they could lack no books. But now 
S have no more than I rehearsed before, 
savmg that by printing of books they have 
multiplied and increased the same into many 
Aou Lds of copies. Whosoever cometh 
SerTo see the land, being excellent in any 
rift of wit, or through much and bng journey- 
hig well experienced and seen in the know- 
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ledge of many countries (for the which cause 
we were very welcome to them), him they 
receive and entertain wondrous gently and 
lovingly. For they have delight to hear what 
is done in every land, howbeit very few mer- 
chantmen come thither. For what should 
they bring thither, unless it were iron, or else 
gold and silver, which they had rather carry 
home again? Also such things as are to be 
carried out of their land, they think it more 
wisdom to carry that gear forth themselves, 
than that others should come thither to fetch 
it, to the intent they may the better know the 
out lands on every side of them, and keep 
inure the feat and knowledge of sailing. 


of Bondmen, Sick Persons, 
Wedlock, . and divers 
other Matters 

They neither make bondmen of prisoners 
taken in battle, unless it be in battle that 
they fought themselves, nor of bondmens 
children, nor, to be short, of any such they 
can get out of foreign countries, though he 
were there a bondman. But eithM such ^ 
among themselves for heinous offences be 
punished with bondage, or else such as in the 
Cities of other lands for great trespasses be 
condemned to death. And of this sort ot 
bondmSn they have most store. 

For many of them they bring home, some- 
' times paying very little for them, yea,^^most 

. commonly getting them for gramercy. _ ihese 

sorts of bondmen they keep not only m con- 
tinual work and labour, but also in bands. 
But their own men they handle hardest, 
whom they judge more desperate, and to have 
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deserved greater punishment, because they 
being so godly brought up to virtue in so 
excellent a commonwealth, could not for all 
that be refrained from misdoing. Another 
kind of bondman they have, when a vile 
drudge being a poor labourer in another 
country doth choose of his own free will to 
be a bondman among them. These they 
entreat and order honestly, and entertain 
almost as gently as their own free citizens, 
saving that they put them to a little more 
labour, as thereto accustomed. If any such 
be disposed to depart thence (which seldom 
is seen), they neither hold him against his 
will, neither send him away with empty 
hands. The sick (as I said) they see to with 
great affection, and let nothing at all pass con- 
cerning either Physic or good diet, whereby 
they may be restored again to their health. 
Such as be sick of incurable diseases they 
comfort with sitting by them, with talking 
with them, and, to be short, with all manner 
of helps that may be. But if the disease be 
not only incurable, but also full of continual 
pain and anguish, then the priests and the 
magistrates exhort the man, seeing he is not 
able to do any duty of life, and by overliving 
his own death is noisome and irksome to 
others, and grievous to himself, that he will 
determine with himself no longer to cherish 
that pestilent and painful disease. And seeing 
his life is to him but a torment, that he will 
not be unwilling to die, but rather take a good 
hope to him, and either despatch himself out 
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of that painful life, as out of a prison, or a 
rack of torment, or else suffer himself will- ■ 
inglv to be rid out of it by others. _ And in so 
doing they tell him he shall do wisely, seeing 
by his death he shall lose no commodity, but 
end his pain. And because in that act he 
shall follow the counsel of the priests, that is 
to say, of the interpreters of God s will and 
pleasure, they show him that he shall do like 
a>godly and a virtuous man. They that be 
this persuaded, finish their lives wilhn^y, 
either with hunger, or else die in their s p 
without any feeling of death. But 
none such to die against his will, nor they us 
no less diligence and attendance about him, 
believing this to be an b°no«able death. 
Else he that killeth himself before that the 
priests and the counsel have allowed the cause 
of his death, him as unworthy either to be 
buried, or with fire to be consumed, they cast 
unburied into some stinking marsh. J- 
woman is not married before she be eighteen 
years old. The man is four years older betore 
he marry. If either the man or the woman 
be proved to have actually offended before 
their marriage, with another, the party tnat 
so hath trespassed is sharply punished. And. 
both the offenders be forbidden ever after in 
all their life to marry: unless the fault be 
forgiven by the prince’s pardon. But both 
the goodman and the goodwife of the house 
where that offence was committed, as being 
slack and negligent in looking to their charge, 
be in danger of great reproach and infamy. 
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That oiFence is so sharply punished, because 
they perceive, that unless they be diligently 
kept from the liberty of this vice, few will 
join together in the love of marriage, where- 
in all the life must be led with one, and 
also all the griefs and displeasures coming 
therewith patiently be taken and borne. 
Furthermore in choosing wives and hus- 
bands they observe earnestly and straightly 
a custom which seemed to us very fond and 
foolish. For a sad and an honest matron 
showeth the woman, be she maid or widow, 
naked to the wooer. And likewise a sage and 
discreet man exhibiteth the wooer naked to 
the woman. At this custom we laughed, and 
disallowed it as foolish. But they on the 
other part do greatly wonder at the folly of 
all other nations, which in buying a colt, . 
whereas a little money is in hazard, be so 
chary and circumspect, that though he be 
almost all bare, yet they will not buy him, 
unless the saddle and all the harness be taken 
off, lest under those coverings be hid some 
gall or sore. And yet in choosing a wife, 
which shall be either pleasure or displeasure 
to them all their life after, they be so reckless, 
that all the residue of the woman’s body being 
covered with clothes, they esteem her scarcely 
by one handbreadth (for they can see no more 
but her face), and so to join her to them not 
without great j eopardy of evil agreeing together, 
if anything in her body afterward should 
chance to oiFend and mislike them. For all 
men be not so wise as to have respect to the 
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virtuous conditions or me pany. j^uu. 
endowments of the body cause the virtues of 
the mind more to be esteemed and regarded . 
yea, even in the marriages of wise men. 
Verily so foul deformity may be hid under 
those coverings, that it may quite alienate 
and take away the man’s mind from his wife, 
when .it shall not be lawful for their bodies 
to be separate again. If such deformity 
happen by any chance after the marriage is 
consummate and finished, well, there is no 
remedy but patience. Every man must take 
his fortune' well a worth. But it were well 
done that a law were made whereby all such 
deceits might be eschewed and avoided before- 
hand. And this were they constrained more 
earnestly to look upon, because they only ot 
the nations in that part of the world be 
content* every man with one wife apiece. 
And matrimony is there never broken, but 
by death ; except adultery break the bond, 
or else the intolerable wayward manners or 
either party. For if either of them find 
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sickness with it, and is a sickness itself, should 
unkindly and unfaithfully be dealt withal* 
But now and then it chanceth, whereas the 
man and the woman cannot well agree between 
themselves, both of them finding other with 
whom they hope to live more quietly and 
merrily, that they by the full consent of them 
both be divorced asunder and married again 
to other. But that not without the authority 
of the counsel. Which agreeth to no divorces 
before they and their wives have diligently 
tried and examined the matter. Yea, and 
then also they be loth to consent to it, because 
they know this to be the next way to break 
love between man and wife, to be in easy 
hope, of a new marriage. Breakers of wedlock 
be punished with most grievous bondage. And 
if both the offenders were married, then the 
parties which in that behalf have suffered 
wrong, being divorced from the avowtrers, be 
married together, if they will, or else to whom 
they lus^. But if either of them both do still 
continue in love toward so unkind a bed- 
fellow, the use of wedlock is not to them 
forbidden, if the party faultless be disposed 
to follow in toiling and drudgery the person 
which for that offence is condemned to 
bondage. And very oft it chanceth that the 
repentance of the one, and the earnest 
diligence of the other, doth so move the 
prince with pity and compassion, that he 
restoreth the bond person from servitude to 
liberty and freedom again. But if the same 
party be taken eftsones in that fault, there is 



no other way but death. _ To other trespasses 
no prescript punishment is appointed by any 
law. But according to the heinousness ot 
the offence, or contrary, so the punishment . 
is moderated by the discretion of the counsel. 
The husbands chastise their wives, and the 
parents their children, unless they have done 
any so horrible an offence that t le open 
punishment thereof maketh much for the 
advancement of honest manners. But most 
commonly the most heinous faults be punis ie 
with the incommodity of bondage, for that 
they suppose to be to the offenders no less 
erief, and to the commonwealth more proht, 
than if they should hastily put them to death, 
and so make them quite out of the way. bor 
there cometh more profit of their labour than 
of their death, and by their example they fe^ 
other the longer from like offences. But it 
they being thus used, do rebel and kick agai , 
then forsooth they be slain as_ desperate and 
wild beasts, whom neither prison 
could restrain and keep under. But they 
which take their bondage patiently be not 
left all hopeless. For after they have been 
broken and tamed with long miseries, if ttien 
they show such repentance, as thereby it may 
be perceived that they be sorrier for t eir 
offence than for their punishment; some- 
times by the prince’s prerogative, and some- 
times by the voice and consent of the people, 
their bondage either is mitigated, or else clean 
released and forgiven. He that moveth to 
advowtry is in no less danger and jeopardy 
IS4 
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than if he had committed advowtry indeed. 

For in all offences they count the intent and 
pretensed purpose as evil as the act or dee 
itself, thinking that no let ought to 
him that did his best to have no let. They 
have singular delight and pleasure in fools 
And as it is a great reproach to do any ot 
them hurt or injury, so they prohibit not to 
take pleasure of foolishness. For that, they 
think, doth much good to the fools. And if 
any man be so sad and stern, that he cannot 
laugh neither at their words, nor at their 
deeds, none of them be committed to his 
tuition, for fear lest he would not entreat 
them gently and favourably enough : to 
whom they should bring^ no delectation (tor 
other goodness in them is none), n^ch less 
any profit should they yield him. To mock 
a man for his deformity, or for^that he lacketh 
any part or limb of his body, is counted great # 
dishonesty and reproach, not to him that is 
mocked, but to him that mocketh. Which 
unwisely doth imbraid any man of that as a 
vice, that was not in his power to eschew. 
Also as they count and reckon very little wit 
to be in him that regardeth not natural beauty 
and comeliness, so to help the same with paint- 
ings is taken for a vain and a wanton pride, 
not without great infamy. For they, know 
even by very experience that no comeliness 
of beauty doth so highly commend and 
advance the wives in the conceit of their 
husbands, as honest conditions and lowliness. 
For as love is oftentimes won with beauty, so 
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i. i. k.p^ 

by virtue and obedience. _ Kv ounish- 

fear their people from doing evil y p 
Sents but ako allure them to virtue with 

“ wards of honour. Therefore they up 

in the market-place the i“ag 

men and of such as have been great an 

S^untiful benefactors to the commonwealth, 

for the perpetual memory of their goo ‘ 

*= sw “i'3;rpo.LS 

may »r «d 

to virtue. He tnat inuiui ; 

bitiously desireth ^tion^L^lOTg 

less for ever attaining any promotion as long 
less 10 Thev live together lovingly. 

use themselves. The citizens (as it is tneir 
duty wfrUngly exhibit, unto them due honour 
without any- compulsion Npr the pmce 
himself is not known from ^h^ . g 

They have but few laws. • For t p P 
instruct and institute very few do suftce. 
S, this thing they chiefly teprove ^^ong 
Other nations, that innumerable IBooks ot 
laws and expositions upon the same ^ 
sufficient. bL they think it against all right 
th.. »» .hould U bonad to 
laws, which either be m number more than 
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. able to be read, or else blinder and darker 
ian that any man can well understand them, 
mhermore they utterly exclude and banish 
,1 attorneys, proctors, and sergeants at the 
iw • which craftily handle matters, and 

abtlY dispute of the laws. 

^4. that every man should plead his 

' „1. bafo« 

X that ht would toll to to of Uj. 

fhall there be less circumstance of words, 
md the truth shall sooner come to light, 
whilst the judge with a discreet judgmen 
loti weigh theiords of him whom no la^er 
haS instruct with deceit, and whiles _ he 
helpeth and beareth out simple wits agains 
false and malicious circumventions of 

ctlft, cUltel Tto it totd to bo obt^rf 

L X. cou.m.t.m .0 

blmd.udiumc.teUw.. 

„„ is , cuumng U^et. Fo. (» Is) 

tinA’sr have very few laws: and. the p 

remembrance or ms duty. as few 

subtle interpretation that 

man Else as touching the vulgar sort of 
u which be both most in number, 

7 torf to kuow them du. os. 
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bring 50 blind an interpretation upon it, that 
without great wit and long arguing no man 
can discuss it’? To the finding out whereoi 
neither the gross judgment of People can 
attain, neither the whole life of them that be 
occupied in working for their livmp can 
suffice thereto. These virtues of the Utopians 
have caused their next neighbours and 
borderers, which live free and under no 
subjection (for the Utopians long ago have 
delivered many of them from tyranny), to 
take magistrates of them, some for a year, 
and somi for five years’ space. _ Which, when 
the time of their office is expired, they bring 
home again with honour and praise, and take 
new again with them into their country. 
These nations have undoubtedly very wel 
and wholesomely provided for their common- 
wealths. For seeing that both the making 
and marring of the weal public doth depend 
and hang upon the manners of the rulers and 
magistrates, what officers coul t 
wisely have chosen than those which cannot 
be led from honesty by bribes (for to them 
that shortly after shall depart thence into 
their own country money should be un- 
profitable), nor yet be moved either with 
favour or malice towards any man, as be ng 
strangers, and unacquainted with the people . 
The which two vices of affection and 
avarice, where they take place in judgments, 
incontinent they break justice, the str^gest 
surest bond of a commonwealth. 1 hese 
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people who fetch their officers and rulers 
lom them, the Utopians call their felbw • 
And others to whom they have been beneficia , 
they call their friends. As touching leagues, 
whkh in other places between country and 
country be so oft concluded, broken, and 
reSd, they never make none with any 
nation. For to what^purpose se^e leagues 
say they. As though nature had not set 
sufficient love between man and man. And 
whoso regardeth not nature^ think you that 
he will pass fot words ? They be brought 
into this^ opinion chiefly because that, in 
those parts of the world, leagues between 
princes^be wont to be kept and observed very 
slenderly. For here in Europe, and especially 
in Sese parts where the faith and religion of 
Christ reigneth, the majesty of leagues is 
Everywhere esteemed holy and e 

partly through the justm^^and^^^^^^ 

Sion’ o^the head Bishops. Which like as 

they make no promise themselves, but they 

do lery religiously perform the 

exhort all princes in any ^w^e f abffie by 

their promises, and them 

deny so to do, by their f^fcal power and 

authority they compel _ thereto. An J 

they think well that it might seem a very 

Schhful .hi»g, if i. tk. -A'S 

which by a peculiar name be called faithtul, 
lith should have no place. But in that new- 
found part of the world which is scarcely s 
far from us beyond the line equinoc la 
IS9 



our life and manners be dissident from theirs, 
no trust nor confidence is in leagues. But 
the more and holier ceremonies the league 
is knit up with, the sooner it is broken by 
some cavillation found in the words, which 
many times of purpose be so craftily put in 
and placed, that the bands can never be so 
sure nor so strong, but they will find some 
hole open to creep out at, and to break both 
league and truth. The which crafty dealing, 
yea, the which fraud and deceit, if they should 
know it to be practised among private men 
in their bargains and contracts, they would 
incontinent cry out at it with an open mouth 
and a sour countenance, as an offence most 
detestable, and worthy to be punished with 
a shameful death : yea, even very they that 
advance themselves authors of like counsel 
given to princes. Wherefore it may well be 
thought, either that all justice is but a base 
and a low virtue, and which availeth itself 
far under the high dignity of kings, or, at 
the leastwise, that there be two justices, the 
one meet for the inferior sort of the people, 
going afoot and creeping low by the ground, 
and bound down on every side with many 
bands, because it shall not run at rovers. 
The other a princely virtue, which like as 
it is of much higher majesty than the other 
poor justice, so also it is of much more 
liberty, as to the which nothing is unlawful 
that it lusteth after. These manners of 
princes (as I said) which be there so evil 
keepers of leagues, cause the Utopians, as I 
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suppose, to make no leagues at all, which 
perchance would change their mind if they 
lived here. Howbeit they think that though 
leagues be never so faithfully observed and 
kept, yet the custom of making leagues was 
very evil begun. For this causeth men (as 
though nations which be separate asunder, by 
the space of a little hill or a river, were 
coupled together by no society or bond of 
nature) to think themselves born adversaries 
and enemies one to another, and that it were 
lawful for the one to seek the death and 
■ destruction of the other, if leagues were not : 
yea, and that after the leagues be accorded, 
friendship doth not grow and increase : but 
the licence of robbing and stealing doth still 
remain, as farforth as for lack of foresight 
and advisement in writing the words of the 
league, any sentence or clause to the contrary 
is not therein sufficiently comprehended. 
But they be of a contrary opinion. That is, 
that no man ought to be counted an enemy, 
which hath done no injury. And that the 
felfowship of nature is a strong league : and 
that men be better and more surely knit 
together by love and benevolence than by 
covenants of leagues ; by hearty affection of 
mind than by words. 
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of Warfare 


War or battle as a thing very beastly, and 
yet to no kind of beasts in so much use as 
to man, they do detest and abhor. And 
contrary to the custom almost of all othe 
nations, they count nothing so f 
glory, as glory gotten in war. And therefore 
though they do daily practise and exercise 
themselves in the discipline of war, and n_ t 
only the men, but also the women upon certain 
appointed days, lest they should be to seek 
in the feat of arms, if need should require, 
yet they never go to battle, but either in the 
defence of their own country, or to drive out 
of their friends’ land the enemies that have 
invaded it, or by their power to deliver from 
the yoke and bondage of tyranny some 
people that be therewith oppressed. Wfucti 
thing they do of mere pity and compassion. 
Howbeit they send help to their friends 
not ever in their defence. But sometimes 
also to requite and revenge injuries before to 
them done. But this they do not unless 
their counsel and advice m the matter be 
asked whiles it is yet new and fresh, tor i 
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they End the cause probable, and if the 
contrary part will not restore again such 
things as be of them justly demanded, then 
they be the chief authors and Uiakers of the 
war. Which they do not only as oft as by 
inroads and invasions of soldiers preys and 
booties be driven away, but then also much 
more mortally when their friends’ merchants 
in any land, either under the pretence of 
unjust laws, or else by the wresting and 
wrong understanding of good laws, do sustain 
an unjust accusation under the colour of 
justice. Neither the battle which the 
Utopians fought for the Nephelogetes against 
the Alaopolitanes a little before our time 
was made for any other cause, but that the 
Nephelogete merchantmen, as the ‘ Utopians 
thought, suffered wrong of the Alaopolitanes, 
under the pretence of right. But whether it 
were right or wrong, it was^ with so cruel 
and mortal war revenged, the countries round 
about joining their help and power to the 
puissance and malice of both parties, that 
most flourishing and wealthy ’peoples, being 
some of them shrewdly shaken, and some of 
them sharply beaten, the mischiefs were not 
finished nor ended, until the Alaopolitanes 
at the last were yielded up as bondmen into 
the jurisdiction of the Nephelogetes. For 
the Utopians fought not this war for them- 
selves. And yet the Nephelogetes before 
the war, when the Alaopolitanes flourished 
in wealth, were nothing to be compared with 
them. So eagerly the Utopians prosecute 


the injuries done to their friends : yea, in 
money matters, and not their own likewise. 
For if they by coveyne or guile be wiped 
beside their goods, so that no violence be' 
done to their bodies, they wreak their anpr 
by abstaining from occupying with that nation 
until they have made satisfaction. Not for 
because they set less store by their own 
citizens than by their friends : but that they 
take the loss of their friends’ money more 
heavily than the loss of their' own. Because 
that their friends’ merchantmen, for as much 
as that they lose is their own private goods, 
sustain great damage by the loss. But their 
own citizens lose nothing but of the common 
goods, and of that which was at home 
plentiful and almost superfluous, else had it 
not been sent forth. Therefore no man 
feeleth the loss. And for this cause they 
think it too cruel an act to revenge that loss 
with the death of many, the incommodity of 
the which loss no man feeleth neither in his 
life, nor yet in his living. But if it chance 
that any of their men in any other country 
be maimed or killed, whether it be done by 
a common or a private counsel, knowing and 
trying out the truth of the matter by their 
ambassadors, unless the oiFenders be rendered 
unto them in recompense of the injury, 
they will not be appeased ; but incontinent 
they proclaim war against them. The 
offenders yielded,* they punish either with 
death or with bondage. They be not only 
sorry, but also ashamed to achieve the victory 
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with bloodshed, counting it great folly to buy 
precious wares too dear. They rejoice and 
avaunt themselves if they vanquish and 
oppress their enemies by craft and deceit. 
And for ^ that act they make a general triumph, 
and as if the matter were manfully handled, 
they set up a pillar of stone in the place 
where they so vanquished their enemies, in 
token of the victory. For then they glory, 
then they boast and crack that they have 
played the men indeed, when they have so 
, overcome, as no other living creature but only 
man could : that is to say, by the might and 
puissance of wit. For with bodily strength 
(say they) bears, lions, boars, wolves, dogs, 
and other wild beasts do fight. And as the 
most part of them do pass us in strength and 
fierce courage, so in wit and reason we be 
much stronger than they all. Their chief 
and principal purpose in war is to obtain that 
thing which, if they had before obtained, they 
would not have moved battle. But if that be 
not possible, they take so cruel vengeance of’ 
them which be in the fault, that ever after they 
be afraid to do the like. This is their chief 
and principal intent, which they immediately 
and first of all prosecute and set forward. 
But yet so, that they be more circumspect in 
avoiding and eschewing jeopardies, than they 
be desirous of praise and renown. Therefore 
immediately after that war is once solemnly 
denounced, they procure many proclamations 
signed with their own common seal to be set 
up privily at one time in their enemies’ land, 
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in places most frequented. In these pro- 
clamations they promise great rewards to him 
that will kill their enemies’ prince, and some- 
what less gifts, but them very great also, for 
every head of them whose names be in the 
said proclamations contained. They be those 
whom they count their chief adversaries, next 
unto the prince. Whatsoever is prescribed 
unto him that killeth any of the proclaimed 
persons, that is doubled to him that bnngeth 
any of the same to them alive; yea, and to 
the proclaimed persons themselves, ir taej 
will change their minds and come in to them, 
taking their parts, they proffer the same great 
rewards with pardon, and surety of their lives. 
Therefore it quickly cometh to pass that their 
enemies have all other men in suspicion, and 
be unfaithful and mistrusting among t eni 
selves one to another, living in great fear, an 
in no less jeopardy. For it is well known 
that divers times the most part oi them 
(and especially the prince himself) hath been 
' betrayed of them in whom they put their 
most hope and trust. So that there is no 
manner of act nor deed that gifts and rewards 
do not enforce men unto. And in rewards 
■ they keep no measure. But remembering and 
considering into how great hazard and jeopardy 
they call them, endeavour themselves to re- 
compense the greatness of the danger with 
like great benefits. And therefore they promise 
not only wonderful great abundance of gold, 
but also lands of great revenues lying in most 
safe places among their friends. And their 
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promises they perform faithfully without any 
fraud or coveyne. This custom of buying and 
selling adversaries among other people is 
disallowed, as a cruel act of’a base and a 
cowardish mind. But they in this behalf 
think themselves much praiseworthy, as who 
like wise men by this means despatch great 
wars without any battle or skirmish. Yea, 
they count it also a deed of pity and mercy, 
because that by the death of a few offenders 
the lives of a great number of innocents, as 
well of their own men as also of their 
enemies, be ransomed and saved, which in 
fighting should have been slain. For they do 
no less pity the base and common sort of their 
enemies’ people than they do their own ; 
knowing that they be driven and enforced to 
war against their wills by the furious madness 
of their princes and heads. If by none of 
these means the matter go forward as they 
would have it, then they procure occasions of 
debate and dissension to be spread among 
their enemies. As by bringing the prince’s 
brother, or some of the noblemen in hope to 
obtain the kingdom. If this way prevail not, 
then they raise up the people that be next 
neighbours and borderers to their enemies, 
and them they set in their necks under the 
colour of some old title of right, such as kings 
do never lack. To them they promise their 
help and aid in their war. And as for money 
they give them abundance. . But of their own 
citizens they send to them few or none* 
Whom they make so much of, and love so 
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entirely, that they would not be willing to 
change any of them for their adversaries* 
prince. But their gold and silver, because 
they keep it all for this only purpose, they 
lay it out frankly and freely : as who should 
live even as wealthy, if they had bestowed it 
every penny. Yea and besides their riches 
which they keep at home, they have also an 
infinite treasure abroad, by reason that (as I 
said before) many nations be in their debt. 
Therefore they hire soldiers out of all 
countries and send them to battle ; but chiefly 
of the Zapoletes, This people is 500 miles 
from Utopia eastward. They be hideous, 
savage, and fierce, dwelling in wild woods and 
high mountains, where they were bred and 
brought up. They be of a hard mature, able 
to abide and sustain heat, cold, and labour, 
abhorring from all delicate dainties, occupying 
no husbandry nor tillage of the ground, 
homely and rude both in building of their 
houses and in their apparel, given unto no 
goodness, but only to the breeding and 
bringing up of cattle. The most part of their 
living is by hunting and stealing. They be 
born only to war, which they diligently and 
earnestly seek for. And when they have 
gotten it, they be wondrous glad thereof. They 
go forth of their country in great companies 
fc together, and whosoever lacketh soldiers, there 
they proffer their service for small wages. 
This is only the craft they* have to get their 
living by. They maintain their life by 
seeking their death. For them whomwith 
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they be in wages they fight hardly, fiercely, 
and faithfully. But they bind themselves for 
no certain time. But upon this condition 
they enter into bonds, that the next day they 
will take part with the other side for greater 
wages, and the next day after that, they will 
be ready to come back again for a little more 
money. There be few wars thereaway, 
wherein is not a great number of them in 
both parties. Therefore it daily chanceth 
that any kinsfolk which were hired together 
on one part, and there very friendly and 
familiarly used themselves one with another, 
shortly after being separate in contrary parts, 
run one against another enviously and fiercely, 
and forgetting both kindred and friendship, 
thrust their swords one in another. And that 
for none other cause, but that they be hired of 
contrary princes for a little money. Which 
they do so highly regard and esteem, that they 
will easily be provoked to change parts for a 
halfpenny more wages by the day. So quickly 
they have taken a smack in covetousness. 
Which for all that is to them no profit. For 
that they get by fighting, immediately they 
spend unthriftily and wretchedly in riot. 
This people fighteth for the Utopians against 
all nations, because they give them greater 
wages than any other nation will. For the 
Utopians like as they seek good men to use 
well, so they seek these evil and vicious men 
to abuse. Whom, when need requireth, with 
promises of great rewards they put forth into 
great jeopardies. From whence the most part 
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of them never cometh again to ask their 
rewards. But to them that remain alive they 
pay that which they promised faithfully, that 
they may , be the more willing to put them- 
selves in like danger another time. Nor the 
Utopians pass not how many of them they 
bring to destruction. For they believe that 
they should do a very good deed for all 
mankind, if they could rid out of the world 
all the foul stinking den of that most wicked 
and cursed people. Next unto these they use 
the soldiers of them for whom they fight. 
And then the help of their other friends. 
And last of all, they join to their own citizens. 
Among whom they give to one of tried virtue 
and prowess the rule, governance, and con- 
duction of the whole army. Under him they 
appoint two others, which, whiles he is safe, 
be both private and out of office. But if he 
be taken or slain, the one of the other two 
succeedeth him, as it were by inheritance. 
And if the second miscarry, then the third 
taketh his room, lest that (as the chance of 
battle is uncertain and doubtful) the jeopardy 
or death of the captain should bring the whole 
army in hazard. They choose soldiers, out of 
every city those which put forth themselves 
willingly. For they thrust no man forth into 
war against his will. Because they believe, 
*, if any man be fearful and faint-hearted of 
nature, he will not only do no manful and 
hardy act himself, but also be occasion of 
cowardness to his fellows. But if any battle 
be made against their own country, then they 
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put these cowards (so that they be strong 
bodied) in ships among other bold-hearted 
men. Or else they dispose them upon the 
walls, from whence they may not fly. Thus 
what for shame that their enemies be at hand,^ 
and what for because they be without hope of 
running away, they forget all fear. And many 
times extreme necessity turneth cowardness 
into prowess and manliness. But as none of 
them is thrust forth of his country into war 
against his will, so women that be willing to 
accompany their husbands in times of war be 
not prohibited or letted. Yea,_ they provoke 
and exhort them to it with praises. And in 
set field the wives do stand every one by their 
own husbands side. Also every man is com- 
passed next about with his own children, 
kinsfolks, and alliance. That they, whom 
nature chiefly moveth to mutual succour, thus 
standing together, may help one another. It 
is a great reproach and dishonesty for the 
* husband to come home without his wife, or 
the wife without her husband, or the son 
without his father. And therefore if the 
other part stick so hard by it that the battle 
come to their hands, it is fought with great 
slaughter and bloodshed, even to the utter 
destruction of both parts. For as they make 
all the means and shifts that may be to keep 
themselves from the necessity of fighting, or 
that they may despatch the battle by their 
hired soldiers : so when there is no remedy, 
but that they must needs fight themselves, 
then they do as courageously fall to it, as 
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before, whilst they might, they did wisely 
avoid and refuse it. Nor they be not most 
fierce at the first brunt* But in continuance 
by little and little their fierce courage 
increaseth, with so stubborn and obstinate 
minds, that they will rather die than give 
back an inch. For that surety of living 
which every man hath at home being joined 
with no careful anxiety or remembrance how 
their posterity shall live after them (for this 
pensiveness oftentimes breaketh and abateth 
courageous stomachs), maketh them stout 
and hardy, and disdainful to be conquered. 
Moreover their knowledge in chivalry and 
feats of arms putteth them in a good hope. 
Finally the wholesome and virtuous opinions, 
wherein they were brought up even from 
their childhood, partly through learning, and 
partly through the good ordinances and laws 
of their weal public, augment and increase 
their manful courage. By reason whereof 
they neither set so little store by their lives, 
that they will rashly and unadvisedly cast 
them away : nor they be not so far in lewd 
and fond love therewith, that they will 
shamefully covet to keep them, when honesty 
biddeth leave them. When the battle is 
hottest and in all places most fierce and 
fervent, a band of chosen and picked young 
men, which be sworn to live and die together, 
take upon them to destroy their adversaries’ 
captain* Whom they invade, now with privy 
wiles, now by open strength. At him they 
strike both near and far off. He is assailed 
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with a long and a continual assault, ftesh men 
still coming in the wearied men^s places. 
And seldom it chanceth (unless he save 
himself by flying) that he is not either slain, 
or else taken prisoner, and yielded to his 
enemies alive. If they win the field, they 
persecute not their enemies with the violent, 
rage of slaughter. For they had rather take 
them alive than kill them. Neither they do 
so follow the chase and pursuit of their 
enemies, but they leave behind them one 
part of their host in battle array under their 
standards. In so much that if all their whole 
army be discomfited and overcome saving the 
rearward, and that they therewith achieve the 
victory, then they had rather let all their 
enemies escape than to follow them out of 
array. For they remember it hath chanced 
unto themselves more than once ; the whole 
power and strength of their host being 
vanquished and put to flight, whilst their 
enemies rejoicing in the victory have perse- 
cuted them flying some one way and some 
another, a small company of their- men lying 
in an ambush, there ready at all occasions, 
have suddenly risen upon them thus dispersed 
and scattered out of array, and through pre- 
sumption of safety unadvisedly pursuing the 
chase : and have incontinent changed the 
fortune of the whole battle, and, spite of 
their teeth wresting out of their hands the 
sure and undoubted victory, being a little 
before conquered, have for their part con- 
quered the conquerors. It is hard to say 


whether they be craftier in laying an ambush, 
or wittier in avoiding the same. You would 
think they intend to fly, when they mean 
nothing less. And contrariwise when they 
go about that purpose, you would believe it 
were the least part of their thought. For if 
they perceive themselves either overmatched 
in number, or closed in too narrow a place, 
then they remove their camp either in the 
night season with silence, or by some policy 
they deceive their enemies, or in the day-time 
they retire back so softly, that it is no less 
jeopardy to meddle with them when they give 
back than when they press on. They fence 
and fortify their camp surely with a deep and 
a broad trench. The earth thereof is cast 
inward. Nor they do not set drudges and 
slaves awork about it. It is done by the 
hands of the soldiers themselves. All the 
whole army worketh upon it, except them 
that keep watch and ward in harness before 
the trench for sudden adventures. Therefore 
by the labour of so many a large trench 
closing in a great compass of ground is made 
in less time than any man would believe. 
Their armour or harness which they wear is 
sure and strong to receive strokes, and hand- 
some for all movings and gestures of the body, 
insomuch that it is not unwieldy to swim in. 
For in the discipline of their warfare among 
other feats they learn to swim in harness. 
Their weapons be arrows aloof, which they 
shoot both strongly and surely, not only 
footmen, but also horsemen. At hand strokes • 
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they use not swords but pole-axes, which be 
mortal, as well in sharpness as in weight, both 
for foins and down strokes. Engines for war 
they devise and invent wondrous wittily. 
Which when they be made they keep very 
secret, lest if they should be known before 
need require, they should be but laughed af 
and serve to no purpose. But in making 
them, hereunto they have chief respect, tha^t 
they be both easy to be carried and handsome 
to be moved and turned about. Truce taken 
with their enemies for a short time they do so 
firmly and faithfully keep, that th'ey will not 
break it: no not though they be thereunto 
provoked. They do not waste nor destroy 
I their enemies’ land with foragings, nor they 

burn not up their corn. Yea, they save it as 
much as may be from being overrun and 
trodden down either with men or horses, 
thinking that it groweth for their own use 
and profit. They hurt no ;man that is 
unarmed, unless he be an espial. All cities 
that be yielded unto them, they defend. And 
I such as they win by force of assault, they 

neither despoil nor sack, but them that with- 
I stood and dissuaded the yielding up of the 

I . same, they put to death, the other soldiers 
they punish with bondage. All the weak 
multitude they leave untouched. If they 
know that any citizens counselled to yield and 
render up the city, to them they give part of 
the condemned men’s goods. The residue 
' they distribute and give freely among them 
i whose help they had in the same war. For 


none of themselves taketh any portion of the 
prey. But when the battle is finished and 
ended, they put their friends to never a penny 
cost of all the charges that they were at, but 
lay it upon their necks that be conquered. 
Them they burden with the whole charge of 
vtheir expenses, which they demand of them 
partly in money to be kept for like use of 
battle, and partly in lands of great revenues 
to be paid unto them yearly for ever. Such 
revenues they have now in many countries. 
Which by little and little rising of divers 
and sundry causes be increased above seven 
hundred thousand ducats by the year. Thither 
they send forth some of their citizens as 
lieutenants, to live there sumptuously like 
men of honour and renown. And yet this 
notwithstanding much money is saved, which 
Cometh to the common treasury : unless it so 
chance that they had rather trust the country 
with the money. Which many times they do 
so long, until they have need to occupy it. 
And it seldom happeneth that they demand 
all. Of these lands they assign part unto 
them which at their request and exhortation 
put themselves in such jeopardies as I spake 
of before. If any prince stir up war against 
them, intending to invade their land, they 
meet him incontinent out of their own 
borders with great power and strength. For 
they never lightly make war in their own 
country. Nor they be never brought into 
so extreme necessity as to take help out of' 
foreign lands into their own Island. 
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There be divers kinds of religion not only in 
sundry parts of the Island, but also in divers 
places of every city. Some worship for God 
the sun : some the moon : some, some other 
of the planets. There be that give worship 
to a man that was once of excellent virtue or 
of famous glory, not only as God, but also as 
the chiefest and highest God. But the most 
and the wisest part (rejecting all these) believe 
that there is a certain Godly power unknown, 
everlasting, incomprehensible, inexplicable, far 
above the capacity and reach of man's wit, 
dispersed throughout all the world, not in 
bigness, but in virtue and power. Him they 
call the father of all. To him alone they 
attribute the beginnings, the increasings, the 
proceedings, the changes, and the ends of all 
things. Neither they give any divine honours 
to any other than to him. Yea, all the other 
also, though they be in divers opinions, yet 
in this point they agree altogether with the 
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wisest sort, in believing that there is one 
chief and principal God, the maker and 
ruler of the whole world : whom they all 
commonly in their country language call 
Mythra. But in this they disagree, that 
among some he is counted one, and among 
]' ' some another. For every one of them, what- 

II I soever that is which he taketh for the chief 

1 ; god, thinketh it to be the very same nature, 

to whose only divine might and majesty the 
sum and sovereignty of all things by^ the 
consent of all people is attributed and given. 
Howbeit they all begin by little and little to 
forsake and fall from this variety of supersti- 
tions, and to agree together in that religion 
which seemeth by reason to pass and excel 
the residue. . And it is not to be doubted, 
but all the other would long ago have been 
abolished, but that whatsoever unprosperous 
thing happened to any of them, as he was 
minded to change his religion, the fearfulness 
of people did take it, not as a thing coming 
by chance, but as sent from God out of 
heaven. As though the God, whose honour 
he was forsaking, would revenge that wicked 
purpose against him. But after they heard 
us speak of the name of Christ, of His 
doctrine, laws, miracles, and of the no less 
wonderful constancy of so many martyrs, 
whose blood willingly shed brought a great 
number of nations throughout all parts of the 
world into their sect : you will not believe 
with how glad minds they agreed unto the 
same : whether it were by the secret inspira- 
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don of God, or else for that ■ they thought it 
Highest unto that opinion, which among them 
is counted the chiefest. Howbeit I think 
this was no small help and furtherance in the 
matter, that they heard us say, that Christ 
instituted among His all things common, 
and' that the same community doth yet remain 
amongst the rightest Christian companies. 
Verily, howsoever it came to pass, many of 
them consented together in our religion, and 
were washed in the holy water of baptism. 
But because among us four (for no more of 
us was left alive, two of our company being 
dead) there was no priest, which I am right 
sorry for : they being entered and instructed 
in all other points of our religion, lack only 
those sacraments which here none but priests 
do minister. Howbeit they understand and 
perceive them, and be very desirous of the 
same. Yea, they reason and dispute the 
matter earnestly among themselves, whether 
without the sending of a Christian bishop, 
one chosen out of their own people may 
receive the order of priesthood. And truly 
they were minded to choose one. But at 
my departure from them they had chosen 
none. They also which do not agree to 
Christ’s religion fear no man from it, nor 
speak against any man that hath received it. 
Saving that one of our company in my 
presence was sharply punished. He as soon 
as he was baptized, began against our wills, 
with more earnest affection than wisdom, to 
reason of Christ’s religion : and began to wax 
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so hot in his matter, that he did not only 
prefer our religion before all other, but also 
did utterly despise and condemn all other, 
calling them profane, and the followers of 
them wicked and devilish, and the children 
of everlasting damnation. When he had thus 
long reasoned the matter, they laid hold on 
him, accused him, and condemned him into 
exile, not as a despiser of religion, but as a 
seditious person, and a raiser up of dissension 
among the people. For this is one of the 
ancientest laws among them : that no man 
shall be blamed for reasoning in the mainten- 
ance of his own religion. For King Utopus, 
even at the first beginning, hearing that the 
inhabitants of the land were before his coming 
thither, at continual dissension and strife 
among themselves for their religions : per- 
ceiving also that this common dissension 
(whilst every several sect took several parts 
in fighting for their country) was the only 
occasion of his conquest over them all, as 
soon as he had gotten the victory : first of 
all he made a decree, that it should be lawful 
for every man to favour and follow what 
religion he would, and that he might do the 
best he could to bring others to his opinion, 
so that he did it peaceably, gently, quietly, 
and soberly, without hasty and contentious 
rebuking and inveighing against others. If 
he could not by fair and gentle speech induce 
them unto his opinion, yet he should use no 
kind of violence, and refrain from dispieasant 
and seditious words. To him that would 
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vehemently and fervently in this cause strive 
and contend was decreed banishment or 
bondage. This law did King Utopus make 
not only for the maintenance of peace, which 
he saw through continual contention and 
mortal hatred utterly extinguished : but also 
because he thought this decree should make 
for the furtherance of religion. Whereof 
he durst define and determine nothing un- 
advisedly, as doubting whether God desiring 
manifold and divers sorts of honour, would 
inspire sundry men with sundry kinds of 
religion. And this surely he thought a very 
unmeet and foolish thing, and a point of 
arrogant presumption, to compel all others by 
violence and threatenings to agree to the 
same that thou believest to be true. Further- 
more, though there be one religion which alone 
is true, and all others vain and superstitious, 
yet did he well foresee (so that the matter 
were handled with reason and sober modesty) 
that the truth of the own power would at 
the last issue out and come to light. But if 
contention and debate in that behalf should 
continually be used, as the worst men be 
most obstinate and stubborn, and in their evil 
opinion most constant : he perceived that 
then the best and holiest religion would be 
trodden underfoot and destroyed by most vain 
superstitions, even, as good corn is by thorns 
and weeds overgrown and choked. Therefore 
all 'this matter he left undiscussed, and gave 
to every man free liberty and choice to believe 
what he would. Saving that he earnestly and 
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straightly. charged them, that no ^ man should 
conceive so vile and base an opinion of the 
dignity of man*s nature as to think that the 
souls do die and perish with the body, or 
that the world runneth at all adventures 
governed by no divine . providence. And 
therefore they believe that after this life 
vices be extremely punished and virtues 
bountifully rewarded. Him that is, of a 
contrary opinion they count not in the 
number of men, as one that hath availed 
the high nature of his soul to the vileness 
of brute beasts’ bodies : much less in the 
number of their citizens, whose laws and 
ordinances, if it were not for fear, he would 
nothing at all esteem. For you may be sure 
that he will study either with craft privily 
to mock, or else violently to break the 
common laws of his country, in whom 
remaineth no further fear than of the laws, 
nor*no further hope than of the body. Where- 
fore, he that is thus minded is deprived of all 
honours, excluded from all offices, and reject 
from all common administrations in the weal 
public. And thus he is of all sorts despised, 
as of an unprofitable, and of a base and vile 
nature. Howbeit they put him to no punish- 
ment, because they be persuaded that it is in 
no man’s power to believe what he list. No 
nor they constrain him not with threatenings 
to dissemble his mind, and show countenance 
contrary to his thought. For deceit and false- 
hood and all manners of lies, as next unto 
fraud, they do marvellously detest and abhor. 
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But they suffer him not to ‘dispute in his 
opinion, and that only among the common 
people. For else apart among the priests and 
men of gravity they do not only suffer, but 
also exhort him to dispute and argue, hoping 
that at the last that madness will give place 
to reason. There be also other, and of them 
no small number, which be not forbidden to 
speak their minds, as grounding their opinion 
upon some reason, being in their living neither 
evil nor vicious. Their heresy is much con- 
trary to the other. For they believe that the 
souls of brute beasts be immortal and ever- 
lasting. But nothing to be compared with 
ours in dignity, neither ordained nor pre- 
destinate to like felicity. For all they believe 
certainly and surely that man’s bliss shall be 
so great, that they do mourn and lament every 
man’s sickness, but no man’s death, unless it 
be one whom they see depart from his life 
carefully and against his will. For this they 
take for a very evil token, as though the soul 
being in despair and vexed in conscience, 
through some privy and secret forefeeling of 
the punishment now at hand, were afraid to 
depart. And they think he shall not be 
welcome to God, which, when he is Galled, 
runneth not to Him gladly, but is drawn by 
force and sore against his will. They, there- 
fore, that see this kind of death, do abhor it, 
and them that so die they bury with sorrow 
and silence. And when they have prayed 
God to be merciful to the soul, and mercifully 
to pardon the infirmities thereof, they cover 
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the dead corpse with earth. Contrariwise all 
that depart merely and full of good hope, for 
them no man mourneth, but followeth the 
hearse with joyful singing, commending the 
souls to God with great affection. And at 
the last, not with mourning sorrow, but with 
a great reverence they burn the bodies. And 
in the same place they set up a pillar of stone 
with the dead man’s titles therein graved. 
When they be come home they rehearse his 
virtuous manners and his good deeds. But 
no part of his life is so oft or gladly talked of 
as his merry death. They think that this 
remembrance of the virtue and goodness of 
the dead doth vehemently provoke and 
enforce the living to virtue. And that 
nothing can be more pleasant and acceptable 
to the dead. Whom they suppose to be 
present among them, when they talk of them, 
though to the dull and feeble eyesight of 
mortal men they be invisible. For it were 
an inconvenient thing that the blessed 
should nqt be at liberty to go whither 
they would. And it were a point of great 
unkindness in them to have utterly cast 
away the desire of visiting and seeing their 
friends, to whom they were in their lifetime 
joined by mutual love and amity. Which in 
good men after their death they count to 
be rather increased than diminished'. They 
believe, therefore, that the dead be presently 
conversant, among the quick, as beholders 
and witnesses of all their words and deeds. 
Therefore they go more courageously to their 
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business as having a trust and affiance in 
such overseers. And this same belief of the 
present conversation of their forefathers and 
ancestors among them, feareth them from all 
secret dishonesty. They utterly despise and 
mock soothsayings and divinations of things 
to come by the flight or voices of birds, and 
all ^ other divinations of vain superstition, 
which in other countries be in great observa- 
tion. But they highly esteem and worship 
miracles that come by no help of nature, as 
works and witnesses of the present power of 
God. And such they say do chance there 
very often. And sometimes in great and 
doubtful matters, by common intercession 


yea, more than bondmen. For whatsoever un- 
pleasant, hard, and vile work is anywhere, from 
the which labour, loathsomeness, and despera- 
tion doth fray others, all that they take upon 
them willingly and gladly, procuring quiet and 
rest to others, remaining in continual work 
and labour themselves, not embraiding others 
therewith. They neither reprove other men^s 
lives nor glory in their own. These men the 
more serviceable they behave themselves, the 
more they be honoured of all men, Yet 
I " they be divided into two sects. The one is 

of them that live single and chaste, abstaining 
not only from the company of women, but 
also from eating of flesh, and some of them 
from all manner of beasts. Which utterly 
rejecting the pleasures of this pirescnt life as 
hurtful, be all wholly set upon the desite of 
the life to come by watching and sweating, 
hoping shortly to obtain it, being in the 
mean season merry and lusty. The other 
sect is no less desirous of labour, but they 
embrace matrimony, not despising the solace 
thereof, thinking that they cannot be dis- 
charged of their bounden duties towards 
nature without labour and toil, nor towards 
their native country without procreation of 
children. They abstain from no pleasure 
that doth nothing hinder them from labour. 
They love the flesh of four-footed beasts, 
because they believe that by that meat they 
be made hardier and stronger to work. The 
Utopians count this sect the wiser, but the 
other the holier. Which in that they prefer 
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single life before matrimony, and that sharp 
life before an easier life, if herein they 
grounded upon reason they would mock them. 
But now forasmuch as they say they be led 
to it by religion, they honour and worship 
them. And these be they whom in their 
language by a peculiar' name they call 
Buthrescas, the which word by interpretation 
signifieth to us men of religion or religious 
men. They have priests of exceeding holiness, 
and therefore very few. For there be but 
thirteen in every city according to the 
number of their churches, saving when they 
go forth to battle. For then seven of them 
go forth with the army : in whose stead so 
many new be made at home. But the other 
at their return home again re-enter every one 
into his own place, they that be above the 
number, until such time as they succeed into 
the places of the others at their dying, be 
in the mean season continually in company 
with the bishop. For he is the chief head 
of them all. They be chosen of the people, 
as the other magistrates be, by secret voices, 
for the avoiding of strife. After their election 
they be consecrate of their own company. 
They be overseers of all divine matters, 
orderers of religions, and as it .were judges 
and masters of manners. And it is a great 
dishonesty and shame to be rebuked ' or 
spoken to by any of them for dissolute and 
incontinent living. But as it is their office 
to give good exhortations and counsel, so is 
it the duty of the prince and the other 
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magistrates to correct and punish oiFenders, 
saving that the priests whom they find 
exceeding vicious livers, them they ex- 
communicate from having any interest in 
divine matters. And there is almost no 
punishment among them more feared. For 
they run in very great infamy, and be 
inwardly tormented with a secret fear of 
religion, and shall not long escape free with 
their bodies. For unless they by quick 
repentance approve the amendment of their 
lives to the priests, they be taken and punished 
of the counsel as wicked and irreligious. 
Both childhood and youth is instructed and 
taught of them. Nor they be not more 
diligent to instruct them in learning than in 
virtue and good manners. For they use with 
very great endeavour and diligence to put 
into the heads of their children, whilst they 
be yet tender and pliant, good opinions and 
profitable for the conservation of their weal 
public. Which, when they be once rooted 
in children, do remain with them all their 
life after, and be wondrous profitable for the 
defence and maintenance of the state of the 
commonwealth. Which never decayeth but 
through vices rising of evil opinions. The 
priests, unless they be women (for that kind 
is not excluded from priesthood, howbeit few 
be* chosen, and none but widows and old 
women), the men priests, I say, take to their 
wives the chiefest women in all their country. 
For to no office among the Utopians is more 
\ honour and ‘pre-eminence given. Insomuch 
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that if they commit any offence, they be 
under no common judgment, but be left only 
to God and themselves. For they think it 
not lawful to touch him with man^s hand, be 
he never so vicious, which after so singular 
a sort was dedicate and consecrate to God 
as a holy offering. This manner may they 
easily observe, because they have so few 
priests, and do choose them with such 
circumspection. For it scarcely ever chanceth 
that the most virtuous among virtuous, which 
in respect only of his virtue is advanced to so 
high a dignity, can fall to vice and wickedness. 
And if it should chance indeed (as man’s nature 
is mutable and frail), yet by reason they be so 
few, and promoted to no might nor power 
but only to honour, it were not to be feared 
that any great damage by them should happen 
and ensue to the commonwealth. They 
have so rare and few priests, lest if the 
honour were communicated to many, the 
dignity of the order, which among them now 
is so highly esteemed, should run in contempt. 
Specially because they think it hard to find 
many so good as to be meet for that dignity, 
to the execution and discharge whereof it 
is not sufficient to be endued with mean 
virtues. Furthermore these priests be not 
more esteemed of their own countryrnen 
than they be of foreign and strange countries. 
Which thing may hereby plainly appear. 
And I think also that this is the cause of it. 
For whilst the armies be fighting together in 
open field, they a little beside, not far off, kneel 
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upon their knees in their hallowed vestments, 
holding up their hands to heaven: praying 
first of all for peace, next for victory of their 
own part, but to neither part a bloody victory. 
If their host get the upper hand, they run 
into the main battle and restrain their own 
men from slaying and cruelly pursuing their 
vancjuished enemies. ^W^hich enemies, if 
they do but see them and speak to them, it 
is enough for the safeguard of their lives. 
And the touching of their clothes defendeth 
and saveth all their goods from ravin and 
spoil. This thing hath advanced them to so 
great worship and true majesty among all 
nations, that many times they have as well 
preserved their own citizens from the cruel 
force of their enemies, as they have their 
enemies from the furious rage g£ their own 
men. For it is well known that, when their 
own army hath recoiled, and in despair turned 
back,, and r^n away, their enemies fiercely 
pursuing with slaughter and spoil, then the 
priests coming between have stayed the 
murder, and parted both the hosts. So that 
peace hath been made and concluded between 
both parties upon equal and indifferent 
conditions. For there was never any nation, 
so fierce, so cruel, and rude, but they had 
them in such reverence, that they counted 
their bodies hallowed and sanctified, and 
therefore not to be violently and unreverently 
touched. They keep holy the first and the 
last day of every month and year, dividing 
the year into months, which they measure by 
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religion after what likeness and similitude 
they will. Thev call upon no peculiar name 
of God, but only Mythra. In the which word 
they all agree together in one nature of the 
divine majesty whatsoever it be. No prayers 
be used but such as every man may boldly 
pronounce without the offending of any sect. 
They come therefore to the church, the last 
day of every month and year, in the evening 
yet fasting, there to give thanks to God for 
that they have prosperously passed over the 
year or month, whereof that holy day is the 
last day. The next day they come to the 
church early in the morning, to pray to God 
that they may have good fortune and success 
all the new year or month which they do 
begin of that same holy day. But in the 
holy days that be the last days of the i^otiths 
and years, before they come to the church,- 
the wives fall down prostrate before their 
husband’s feet at home, and the children 
before the feet of their parents, confessing 
and acknowledging themselves offenders either 
by some actual deed, or by omission of their 
' duty, and desire pardon for their offence. 
Thus if any cloud of privy displeasure was 
risen at home, by this satisfaction it is over- 
blown, that they may be present at the 
sacrifices with pure and charitable minds. 
For they be afraid to come there with 
troubled consciences. Therefore if they 
know themselves to bear any hatred or grudge 
towards any man, they presume not to come 
to the sacrifices, before they have reconciled 



themselves and purged their consciences, for 
fear of great vengeance and punishment for 
their offence. When they come thither, .the 
men go into the right side of the church, and 
the women into the left side. There they 
place themselves in such order, that all they 
which be of the male kind in every household 
sit before the goodman of the house, and 
they of the female kind before the goodwife. 
Thus it is foreseen that all their gestures and 
behaviours be marked and observed abroad of 
them by whose authority and discipline they 
be governed at home. This also they diligently 
see unto, that the younger evermore be coupled 
with his elder, lest children being joined to- 
gether, they should pass over that time in childish 
wantonness, wherein they ought principally to 
conceive a religious and devout fear towards 
God : which is the chief and almost the only 
incitation to virtue. They kill no living 
beast in sacrifice, nor they think not that the 
merciful clemency of God hath delight in 
blood and slaughter, which hath given life to 
beasts to the intent they should live. They 
burn frankincense and other sweet savours, 
and light also a great number of wax candles 
and tapers, not supposing this gear to be any- 
thing available to the divine nature, as neither 
the prayers of men. But this unhurtful and 
harmless kind of worship pleaseth them. And 
by these sweet savours and lights, and other 
such ceremonies men feel themselves secretly 
lifted up, and encouraged to devotion with 
more willing, and fervent hearts. The people 





weareth in the church white apparel. The 
priest is clothed in changeable colours. _ Which 
in workmanship be excellent, but in stuff 
not very, precious. For their vestments be 
neither embroidered with gold nor set with 
precious stones. But they be wrought so 
finely and cunningly with divers feathers ot 
fowls, that the estimation of no costly stuff is 
able to countervail the_ price of the work. 
Furthermore in these birds’ feathers, and m 
the due order of them, lyhich is ^ observed m 
their setting, they say, is contained certain 
divine mysteries. The interpretation whereo 
known, which is diligently taught by t e 
priests, they be put in remembrance of the 
bountiful benefits of God toward them ; an 
of the love and honour which of their behair 
is due to God ; and also of their duties one 
toward another. When the priest first cometh 
out of the vestry thus apparelled, they fall 
down incontinent every one reverently to the 
ground, with so still silence on every part, that 
the very fashion of the thing striketh into them 
a certain fear of God, as though He were there 
personally present. When they have lam a 
little space on the ground, the priest giveth 
them a sign for to rise. Then they sing praises 
unto God, which they intermixed with instru- 
ments of music, for the most part of other 
fashions than these that we use in this part of 
the world. And like as some of ours be much- 
sweeter than theirs, so some of theirs do far 
pass ours. But in one thing doubtless they go 
exceeding far beyond us. For all their music 



both that they play upon instruments, and 
that they sing with man’s voice, doth so 
resemble and express natural affections, the 
sound and tune is so applied and made 
agreeable to the thing, that whether it be a 
prayer, or else a ditty of gladness, of patience, 
of trouble, of mourning, or of anger, the 
fashion of the melody doth so represent the 
meaning of the thing, that it doth wonderfully 
move, stir, pierce, and inflame the hearers’ 
minds. At the last the people and the priest 
together rehearse solemn prayers in words, 
expressly pronounced, so made that every 
man may privately apply to himself that 
which is commonly spoken of all. In these 
prayers every man recogniseth and know- 
ledgeth God to be his maker, his governor, 
and the principal cause of all other goodness, 
thanking Him for so many benefits received at 
His hand. But namely that through the favour 
of God he hath chanced into that public weal 
which is most happy and wealthy, and hath 
chosen that religion which he hopeth to be 
most true. In the which thing if he do any- 
thing err, or if there be any other better than 
either of them is, being more acceptable to 
God, he desireth Him that He will of His 
goodness let him have knowledge thereof, as 
one that is ready to follow what way soever 
He will lead him. But if this form and 
fashion of a commonwealth be best, and his 
own religion most true and perfect, then he 
desireth God to give him a constant stead- 
fastness in the same, and to bring all other 
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people. to the same order of living, and to the 
same opinion of God unless there be anything 
that in this diversity of religions doth delight 
His unsearchable pleasure. To be short he 
prayeth him, that after his death he may come 
to him. But how soon or late that he dare 
not assign or determine. Howbeit, if it might 
stand with his majesty’s pleasure, he would be 
much gladder to die a painful death and so to 
go to God, than by long living in worldly 
prosperity to be awa:y from Him. When this 
prayer is said they fall down to the ground 
again and a little after they rise up and go to 
dinner. And the residue of the day they pass 
over in plays, and exercise of chivalry. Now 
I have declared and described unto you, as 
truly as I could, the form and order of that 
commonwealth, which verily in my judgment 
is not only 'the best, but also that which alone 
of good right may claim and take upon it the 
name of a commonwealth or public weal. 
For in other places they speak still of the 
commonwealth. But every man procureth 
his own private gain. Here where nothing is 
private, the common affairs be earnestly looked 
upon. And truly on both parts they have 
good cause so to do as they do. For in other 
countries who knoweth not that he shall starve 
for hunger, unless he make some several 
provision for himself, though the^ common- 
wealth flourish never so much in riches . 
And therefore he is compelled even of very 
necessity to have regard to himself, rather 
than to the people, that is to say, to others. 
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Contrariwise there where all things be 
common to every man, it is not to be doubted 
that any man shall lack anything necessary for 
his private uses : so that the common, store- 
houses and barns be sufficiently stored. For 
there nothing is distributed after a niggish 
sort, neither there is any poor man or beggar. 
And though no man have anything, yet every 
man is rich. For what can be more rich 
than to live joyfully and merrily, without all 
grief and pensiveness not caring for his own 
living, nor vexed or troubled with his wife’s 
importunate complaints, nor dreading poverty 
to his son, nor sorrowing for his daughter’s 
dowry ? Yea they take no care at all for the 
living and wealth of themselves and all theirs, 
of their wives, their children, their nephews, 
their children’s children, and all the succession 
that ever shall follow in their posterity. And 
yet besides this there is no less provision for 
them that were . oi\ce labourers, and be now 
weak and impotent, than for them that do 
now labour and take pain. Here now would 
I see, if any man dare be so bold as to compare 
with this equity, the justice of other nations. 
Among whom, I forsake God, if I can find 
any sign or token of equity and justice. For 
what justice is this, that a rich goldsmith, or 
an usurer, or, to be short, any of them, which 
either do nothing at all, or else that which 
they do is such that it is not very necessary to 
the commonwealth, should have a pleasant 
and a wealthy living, either by idleness, or by 
unnecessary business : when in the meantime 



poor labourers, carrers, iroubuiiLns, 
and ploughmen, by so great and continual toil, 
as drawing and bearing beasts be scant able 
to sustain, and again so necessary toil, that 
without it no commonwealth were able to 
Gontinue and endure one year, should yet get 
so hard and poor a living, and live so wretched 
and miserable a life, that the state and con- 
dition of the labouring beasts may seem much 
better and wealthier ? For they be not put 
to so continual labour, nor their living is not 
much worse, yea to them much pleasanter, 
taking no thought in the mean season for the 
time to come. But these silly poor wretches 
be presently tormented with barren and un- 
fruitful labour. And the remembrance of 



indigent of all things, than forgetting their 
so many painful watchings, not remembering 
their so many and so great benefits, recom- 
penseth and acquitteth them most unkindly 
with miserable death. And yet besides this 
the rich men not only by private fraud, but 
also by common laws, do every day pluck and 
snatch away from the poor some part of their 
daily living. So whereas it seemed before 
unjust to recompense with unkindness their 
pains that have been beneficial to the public 
weal, now they have to this their wrong and 
unjust dealing (which is yet a much worse 
point) given the name of justice, yea and that 
by force of a law. Therefore, when I consider 
and weigh in my mind all these common- 
wealths which nowadays anywhere do flourish, 
so God help me, I can perceive nothing but 
a certain conspiracy of rich men procuring 
their own commodities under the name and 
title of the commonwealth. They invent 
and devise all means and crafts, first how to 
keep safely without fear of losing that they 
have unjustly gathered together, and next 
how to hire and abuse the work and labour 
of the poor for as little money as may be. 
These devices, when the rich men have 
decreed to be kept and observed under colour 
of the commonalty, that is to say, also of the 
poor people, then they be made laws. But 
these most wicked and vicious men, when 
they have by their unsatiable covetousness 
divided among themselves all those things, 
which would have sufiiced all men, yet how 
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far be they from the wealth and felicity of 
the Utopian commonwealth? Out of the 
which, in that all the desire of money with 
the use thereof is utterly secluded and banished, 
how great a heap of cares is cut away ! How 
great an occasion of wickedness and mischief 
is plucked up by the roots ! For who 
knoweth not that fraud, theft, ravine, brawl- 
ing, quarrelling, brabbling, strife, chiding, 
contention, murder, treason, poisoning, which 
by daily punishments are rather revenged 
than refrained, do die when money dieth ? 
And also that fear, grief, care, labours, and 
watchings do perish even the very same 
moment that money perisheth ? Yea poverty 
itself, which only seemed to lack money, if 
money were gone, it also would decrease and 
vanish away. And that you may perceive 
this more plainly, consider with yourselves 
some barren and unfruitful year, wherein 
many thousands of people have starved for 
hunger : I dare be bold to say, that in the 
end of that penury so much corn or grain 
might have been found in the rich men^s 
barns, if they had been searched, as being 
divided among them whom famine and 
pestilence then consumed, no man at, all 
should have felt that plague and penury. 
So easily might men get their living, if that 
same worthy princess lady money did not 
alone stop up the way between us and our 
living, which a goddess name was very 
excellently devised and invented, that by 
her. the way thereto should be opened. I 
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am sure tlie rich men perceive this, nor they 
be not ignorant how much better it were to 
lack no necessary thing, than to abound with 
overmuch superfluity : to be rid out of 
innumerable cares and troubles, than to be 


every man’s private commodity, or else the 
authority of our Saviour Christ (which for 
His great wisdom could not but know what 
were best, and for His inestimable goodness 
could not but counsel to that which He knew 
to be best) would have brought all the world 
long ago into the laws of this weal public, if 
it were not that one only beast, the princess 
and mother of all mischief. Pride, doth with- 
stand and let it* She measureth not wealth 
and prosperity by her own commodities, but 
by the misery and incommodities of others, 
she would not by her goodwill be made a 
goddess, if there were no wretches left, over 
whom she might, like a scornful lady, rule 
and triumph, over whose miseries her felicities 
might shine, whose poverty she might vex, 
torment, and increase by gorgeously setting 
forth her riches. This hellhound creepeth 
into men’s hearts, and plucketh them back 
from entering the right path of life, and is 
so deeply rooted in men’s breasts that she 
cannot be plucked out. This form and 
fashion of a weal public, which I would 
eladlv wish unto all nations : I am glad yet 
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whereby they have laid such foundations of 
their commonwealth, as shall continue and 
last not only wealthy, but also, as far as man’s 
wit may judge and conjecture, shall endure 
for ever. For, seeing the chief causes of 
ambition and sedition, with other vices, be 
plucked up by the roots, and abandoned at 
home, there can be no jeopardy of domestic 
dissension which alone hath cast under foot 
and brought to naught the well-fortified and 
strongly defended wealth and riches of many 
cities. But forasmuch as perfect concord 
remaineth, and wholesome laws be executed 
at home, the envy of all foreign princes be 
not able to shake or move the empire, though 
they have many times long ago gone about 
to do it, being evermore driven back. 

Thus when Raphael had made an end of 
his tale, though many things came to my 
mind, which in the manners and laws of that 
people seemed to be instituted and founded 
of no good reason, not only in the fashion of 
their chivalry, and in their sacrifices and 
religions, and in other of their laws, but also, 
yea, and chiefly, in that which is the principal 
foundation of all their ordinances, that is to 
say, in the community of their life and living, 
without any occupying of money, by the 
which thing only all nobility, magnificence, 
worship, honour, and majesty, the true 
ornaments and honours, as the common 
opinion is, of a commonwealth, utterly be 
overthrown and destroyed : yet because I 
knew that he was weary of talking, and was 
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not sure whether he could abide that anything 
should be said against his mind ; specially 
remembering that he had reprehended this 
fault in others, which be afraid lest they should 
seem not to be wise enough, unless they could 
£nd some fault in other men’s inventions : 
therefore I praising both their institutions and 
his communication, took him by the hand, 
and led him in to supper, saying that we 
would choose another time to weigh and 
examine the same matters, and to talk with 
him more at large therein. Which would 
God it might once come to pass. In the 
meantime, as I cannot agree and consent to 
all things that he said, being else without 
doubt a man singularly well learned, and also 
in all worldly matters exactly and profoundly 
experienced : so must I needs confess and 
grant that many things be in the Utopian 
weal public which in our cities I may rather 
wish for than hope after. 


THUS ENDETH THE AFTERNOOn’s TALK OF 
RAPHAEL HYTHLODAY CONCERNING THE 
LAWS AND INSTITUTIONS OF THE ISLAND 
OF UTOPIA. 








TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HIEROME BUSLYDE, 

PROVOST OF ARIENN, AND COUNSELLOR TO 
THE CATHOLIC KING CHARLES, 

PETER GYLES, CITIZEN OF ANTWERP, 
WISHETH HEALTH AND FELICITY 

Thomas More, the singular ornament of this 
our age, as you yourself (right honouirable 
Buslyde) can witness, to whom he is perfectly 
well known, sent unto me this other day the 
island of Utopia, to very few as yet known, 
but most worthy, which as far excelling 
Platons commonwealth, all people should be 
willing to know : specially of a man most 
eloquent, so finely set forth, so cunningly 
painted out, and so evidently subject to the 
eye, that as oft as I read it, methinketh 
that I see somewhat more than when I 
heard Raphael Hythloday himself (for 1 was 
present at that talk as well as Master More) 
uttering and pronouncing his own words : 
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yea, though the same man, according to his 
pure eloquence, did so open and declare the 
matter, that he might plainly enough appear 
to report not things which he had learned of 
others only by hearsay, but which he had with 
his own eyes presently seen, and thoroughly 
viewed, and wherein he had no small time 
been conversant and abiding : a man truly, 
in mine opinion, as touching the knowledge 
of regions, peoples, and worldly experience, 
m'uch passing, yea, even the very famous and 
renowned traveller Ulysses : and indeed such 
a one as for the space of these eight hundred 
years past I think nature into the world 
brought not forth his like : in comparison 
of whom Vespucci may be thought to have 
seen nothing. Moreover, whereas we be 
wont more ejEectually and pithily to declare 
and express things that we have seen, than 
which we have but only heard, there was 
besides that in this man a certain peculiar 
grace, and singular dexterity to discrive and 
set forth a matter withal. Yet the selfsame 
things as oft as I behold and consider them 
drawn and painted out with Master More’s 
pencil, I am therewith so moved, so delighted, 
so inflamed, and so rapt, that sometimes 
methink I am presently conversant even in 
the island of Utopia. And I prornise you, 
I can scant believe that Raphael himselt by 
all that five years’ space that he was in Utopia 
abiding, saw there so much as here in Master 
More’s description is to be seen and perceived. 
Which description with so many wonders 





aad miraculous things is replenished, that I 
stand in great doubt whereat first and chiefly 
to muse or marvel : whether at the excellency 
of his perfect and sure memory, which could 
wellnigh word by word rehearse so many 
things once only heard : or else at^ his 
singular prudence, who so well and wittily 
marked and bore away all the original causes 
and fountains (to the vulgar people commonly 
most unknown) whereof both issueth and 
springeth the mortal confusion and utter 
decay of a commonwealth, and also the 
advancement and wealthy state of the same 
may rise and grow : or else at the efficacy 
and pith of his words, which in so fine a Latin 
style, with such force of eloquence hath 
couched together and comprised so many 
and divers matters, specially being a man 
continually encumbered with so many busy 
and troublesome cares, both public and 
private, as he is. Howbeit all these things 
cause you little to marvel (right honourable 
Buslyde), for that you are familiarly and 
thoroughly acquainted with the notable, yea 
almost divine wit of the man. But now to 
proceed to other matters, I surely know 
nothing needful or requisite to be adjoined 
unto his writings : Only a metre of four 
verses written in the Utopian tongue, which 
after Master More’s departure Hythloday by 
chance showed me, that have I caused to be 
added thereto, with the Alphabet of the same 
nation. For, as touching the situation of the 
island, that is to say, in what part of the world 
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Utopia standeth, the ignorance and lack where- 
of not a little troubleth and grieveth Master 
More, indeed Raphael left not that unspoken 
of. Howbeit with very few words he lightly 
touched it, incidentally by the way passing 
it over, as meaning of likelihood to keep and 
reserve that to another place. And the same, 
I wot not how, by a certain evil and unlucky 
chance escaped us both. For when Raphael 
was speaking thereof, one of Master More’s 
servants came to him and whispered in his 
ear. Wherefore, I being then of purpose 
more earnestly addicted to hear, one of the 
company, by reason of cold taken, I think, 
a shipboard, coughed out so loud, that he took 
from my hearing certain of his words* But 
I will never stint, nor rest, until I have got the 
full and exact knowledge hereof : insomuch 
that I will be able perfectly to instruct you, 
not only in the longitude or true meridian 
of the island, but also in the just latitude 
thereof, that is to say, in the sublevation or 
height of the pole in that region, if our friend 
Hythloday be in safety, and alive. For we 
hear very uncertain news of him. Some 
report that he died in his journey homeward. 
Some again affirm that he returned into his 
country, but partly for that he could not 
away with the fashions of his country folk, 
and partly for that his mind and affection 
was altogether set and fixed upon Utopia, 
they say that he hath taken his voyage 
thitherward again. Now as touching this, 
that the name of this island is nowhere found 
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among the old and ancient cosmographers, 
this doubt Hythloday himself very well 
dissolved. ‘‘For why it is possible enough’’ 
(quoth he) “ that the name, which it had in 
old time, was afterward changed, or else that 
they never had knowledge of this island : 
forasmuch as now in our time divers lands be 
found, which to the old Geographers^ were 
unknown.” Howbeit, what needeth it in this 
behalf to fortify the matter with arguments, 
seeing Master More is author hereof sufficient? 
But whereas he doubteth of the edition or 
imprinting of the book, indeed herein I both 
commend, and also knowledge the man’s 
modesty. Howbeit unto me it seemeth a 
work most unworthy to be long suppressed, 
and most worthy to go abroad into the hands 
of men, yea, and under the title of your 
name to be published to the world : either 
because the singular endowments and qualities 
of Master More be to no man better known 
than to you, or else because no man is more 
lit and meet than you with good counsels 
to further and advance the . commonwealth, 
wherein you have many years already con- 
tinued and travailed with great glory and 
commendation, both of wisdom and knowledge, 
and also of integrity and uprightness. Thus, 
O liberal supporter of good learning, and 
flower of this our time, I bid you most heartily 
well to fare. At Antwerp, 1516, the first 
day of November, 
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A Metre of Four Verses 
in the Utopian Tongue 

Briefly touching as well the strange beginning 
as also the happy and wealthy continu- 
ance of the same commonwealth 

Utopos ha Boccas pen la chama polta chamaan. 
Bar go I he maglomi baccan soma gymnosophaon. 
Agrama gymnosopkon labarem bacha bodamilomin, 
Voluala barchin hernan la lauoluala dramme 
paglonL 

Which verses the translator, according to 
his simple knowledge, and mean understanding 
in the Utopian tongue, hath thus rudely 
Englished. 

My king and conqueror Utopus by name, 

A prince of much renown and immortal fame, 
Hath made me an isle that erst no island was, 
Full fraught with worldly wealth, with 
pleasure and solace. 
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A METRE OF FOUR \ £i<Sh'o 

I, one of all other without philosophy, ^ 

Have shaped for man a philosophical city. 

As- mine I am nothing dangerous to impart, 

So better to receive I am ready with all my 

■■■ heart. ■■ ■ . 
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A Short Metre of Utopia 

written hy Anemolius^ poet laureate^ and 
nephew to Hythloday by his sister 

Me Utopie cleped Antiquity, ' . 

Void of haunt and herboroughe, 

Now am I like to Plato’s city^ 

Whose fame fiieth the world through. 

Yea like, or rather more likely 
Plato’s plat to excel and pass. 

For what Plato’s pen hath platted briefly 
In naked words, as in a glass, 

The same have I performed fully, 

With laws, with men, and treasure fitly. 
Wherefore not Utopie, but rather rightly 
My name is Eutopie ; a place of felicity. 






(B964) 
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Gerarde Noviomage of 
Utopia 

Doth pleasure please r then place thee here, 
and well thee rest, 

Most pleasant pleasures thou shalt find here. 

Doth profit ease ? then here arrive, this isle 
is best. 

For passing profits do here appear. 

Doth both thee tempt, and wouldest thou 
grip both gain and pleasure ? 

This isle is fraught with both bounteously. 

To still thy greedy intent, reap here incom- 
parable treasure 

Both mind and tongue to garnish richly. ^ 

The hid wells and fountains both of vice 
and virtue 

Thou hast them here subject unto thine eye. 

Be thankful now, and thanks where thanks 
be due 

Give to Thomas More, London^s immortal 
glory. 
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Cornelius Graphey to tlie 
Reader 

Wilt thou know what wonders strange be 
in the land that late was found ? 

Wilt thou learn thy life to lead, by divers 
ways that godly be ? 

Wilt thou of virtue and of vice, understand 
the very ground ? 

Wilt thou see this wretched world, how full 
it is of vanity ? 

Then read, and mark, and bear in mind, for 
thy behoof, as thou may best. 

All things that in this present work, that 
, worthy clerk Sjr Thomas More, 

With wit divine Tull learnedly, unto the 
world hath plain expressed, 

In whom London well glory may, for wisdom 
and for godly lore. 
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THE PRINTER TO THE READER 


GLOSSARY 


Adventures^ at all^ just as it happened, at randiom, by 
chance. 

Advowtry (n,), .adultery. 

Affectioned^ affected, disposed. 

Affiance («.), trust, confidence, reliance. 

Aglet («.), a sort of spangle 5 properly, the metal point 
of the lace or string by which different parts of the 
dress were fastened together. 

(«.), relatives, kinsfolk. 

Alliant {adj,), allied, akin. 

Allow (*2^.?.), to praise, approve. 

Allowable {adj*)^ commendable. 

Annoy to harm, injure. 

Appair to make worse 5 to impair. 

Assay to try, attempt. 

Assentation («.), flattery, flattering assent. 

Astonied^ astonished, amazed. 

Aunters (n.), a corrupted form of adventures or aventures. 
In aunters = if peradventure. 

Avail (vjI), to lower, sink. 

Banquet^ used in the sense of dessert. 

Bewray to point out, discover, make known. 

Botch (‘v.r.), to patch or mend clumsily. 

Brabble to clamour, wrangle, contest noisily. 

By and by = immediately. 
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Careftd (adj.), full of care, anxious. 

Carefully {adv,\ anxiously. 

Cark (•y.?.), to care or be anxious for. 

Case in,), condition, position*, «in a very good case’*. ^ 
Cast i^-t.), to condemn, decide against; as, “to cast in 
damages 

Cctutel in,), caution, precaution; craft, deceit. 

Chaffer («.), trading, buying and selling. 

Circumstance in.), details, circumlocution. 

Clepe i^.t.), to call, name. 

Comfort i'v.i.), to strengthen, support. 

Commodious i^dj,), beneficial, advantageous, useful. 
Commodity in,), convenience, benefit, advantage. 
Commune i^.i,), to converse. 

Communication in.), conversation. 

Comfass in,), a circuit; “to fetch a compass” = to 
make a circuit, to go round. 

Conditions in.), arrangements, qualities, manners. 
Conduction («.), conduct, management. 

Conversant iadj,), being present or holding intercourse 
with. 

Conversation in.), presence, intercourse. 

Conveyance («.), arrangement. 

Cost, to do, to incur expenses. 

Courage in.), high or proud bearing. 

Course, by, in turns, in due order. 

Coveyne ox covin («.), a deceitful agreement; fraud, 
guile, deceit. 

Coward7tess («.), cowardice. 

Crack (W.), to boast. 

Cunning iadji), knowing, skilful, expert. 

Curious ^adj.), elaborate, highly finished. 

Cusiomahly {adnji), customarily. 

Damned {past fart), condemned. 

Danger («.), feudal control or jurisdiction, “To be in 
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danger of anyone” meant be in his power”, 
be liable to him”. 

Despite («.), a looking down on with contempt. 

Disallow to disapprove, reject. 

Discrim to describe. 

Dishonest unseemly, disgraceful. 

Discard («.), dotard. 

Dors (dorres) («.), sleepy or idle persons, 

Eftsones, soon afterwards. 

Enormities (h.), irregularities. 

Entertain to treat, in a general sense. 

Entreat treat, handle, discuss- 

Espial (m.), a spy. 

Existimation («.), estimation, reputation. 

Fardel a burden, bundle, bale. . 

Fear to make afraid, to terrify, to frighten. 

Fell (k.), a skin, hide, pelt. 

Foin («.), a pass or thrust in fencing. 

Fond foolish. 

Forehy [prepi)^ forth by, past, hard by. 

For why because. 

Fray to terrify, frighten. 

Gallimaufrey («.), a medley, any confused jumble of 
things, a hotch-potch. 

Gramercy («-), great thanks; “for gramercy” = gratis. 

Handsome {adj.)y handy, well-adapted, ready, convenient 
— (applied to things as well as to persons). 

Hap cover, to clothe. 

Hardness 

Have to hold; to regard or esteem. 

honourable, worthy, becoming, 
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Importune {adj.)y importunate. 

Incommodity («*)? i^iconvenience. 

Incontinent immediately, straightway. 

Indifferent neutral, impartial. 

mfamous, disgraced. 

Information («.), instruction, teaching, doctrine or be- 
lief. 

In ure, keep, to keep in use or practice. 

(».), a vagabond. 

(«.), a sweetmeat, a dainty, 

Lahourso77te {cidj^,\2i}dOTio\x^ tcAhoxxiQ* 

Let to hinder. 

hindrance. . 

Lewd {adj,), ignorant, unlearned, vicious, 
to please, to like. 

Lout (-u.?.), to treat disdainfully. 

Manner, with the, in the very act. 

Merely {ad>v,\ purely, absolutely, altogether. 

Mite («.), a very small coin. 

Monster («,), a prodigy, a marvel. 

Naughtiness (?«.), wickedness, vice* 

Naughty {adj.), bad, wicked, vicious. 

News («.), new things, novelties, 

Niggish {adj,), niggard, stingy. 

Noyous {ddj,), hurtful. 

Occupy to use, trade with; to engage in trade. 

Once {ad’v>i, at some future time, at some time or other. 
Overrun (-z/.r.), to run or look over; also in its more 
usual sense. 

Overthwart {adj.), perverse; (prep..)j over against. 
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Parcel («.)> ^ small part. 

Pardy^ i.e.. Par D/i?M, a common oath. 

Pass to surpass, exceed j to take heed, to care. 

Penny -father («.), a miser, a niggard (who husbands his 
■ pennies). . 

Perish to ruin, 

Pich a thanks to curry favour. 

Pilled {past part.\ pillaged, plundered. 

Plat {n.\ a plot or piece of flat ground laio out. 
Platform («.), plan, ground plan. 

Presently {adu.)^ immediately, instantly. 

Pretence («.), object, undertaking. 

Prevefit {‘v.u)^ to anticipate. 

Pristhiate {adj,\ former, original. 

Promotion («.), post, high position, dignity. 

Proof («.), next year’s proof = what is provided or fur- 
nished next year. 

Properly {ad^,\ prob. in the sense of neatly, handsomely. 
Propriety («.), property. 

Quail {^nL)^ to die, perish 5 hence, to wither, to fade. 
Quite {part,), quit, set free, acquitted. 

Rampire {'o.ti), to strengthen, to fortify. 

Raven or ravine («.), plunder, rapacity. 

Recourse («.), attendant result. 

Refrain restrain, hold in check. 

Rerewarde («.), the rearguard of an army. 

Ride («.), reed {U, the papyrus or paper-reed of the 
Nile). 

Rovers^ atf zt random. 

Rush-buckler {n.), worthless braggart. 

Sad {adj.), grave, serious. 

Scant {ad’vi), scarcely. 
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Seen^ well = skilled, versed. 

Semblable {adj,), like; hence, semblance* 

Sentence (».), opinion. 

Several {adj.\ separate. 

Shrewdly {adnj*\ badly, mischievously. 

Silly [adj,), harmless, innocent, guileless. 

Skill {y. mpers.\ to matter, to signify. 

Spill \v.t\ to destroy, ruin, corrupt. 

Stand in to cost. 

Stand to {y-il), to be inclined to. 

Stroke («.), power, influence; to bear all the, = to carry 
the day, to be held to be everything. 

Travail («.), toil, labour in general. 

Ure (».), use, practice, exercise. 

Utter {adj*\ outer; (•y.r.), to .disclose, make known. 


Valiant {adj,\ strong. 

Wealth (k.), weal, prosperity, well-being. 
Wipe to cheat, trick, defraud. 

Wry ('w.r.), to wrest or twist, 
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